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And so our strategy is twofold. On the 
one hand, we’ll stay on the offense. We’ll 
train Iraqi soldiers so they can take the 
fight to the enemy. And on the other hand, 
we’ll continue to work with the Iraqi people 
to spread democracy. 

And the American people must take no-
tice of the fact that the people of Iraq 
are showing incredible courage in the face 
of this violence. I mean, after all, there 
was an election last January to put a Transi-
tional National Government in place; then 
they voted on a Constitution. And in a 
short period of time, they’re going to be 
voting for a new government. They vote 
by the millions, which stands in stark con-
trast to the society in which they lived 
under the tyrant, Saddam Hussein, who, 
by the way, is now on trial, as he should 
be on trial. 

I think his trial is indicative of the 
change that has taken place in the Iraqi 
society. In the old days, if Saddam and 
his cronies didn’t like you, you didn’t get 
a trial. You were just put to death or tor-
tured. Today, there is a system, a judicial 
system in place that will give Saddam Hus-
sein a chance to make his case in court, 
as well as giving those who have been tor-
tured by Saddam Hussein a chance to step 
forth and provide witness to the brutality 
of this man. 

I—our troops need to know that the 
American people stand with them, and we 
have a strategy for victory. And of course, 
there will be debate and, of course, there 
will be some pessimists and some people 
playing politics with the issue. But by far, 
the vast majority of people in this country 

stand squarely with the men and women 
who wear the Nation’s uniform. 

Carl [Carl Cameron, FOX News Chan-
nel]. 

Detention Facilities Abroad 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Does your 

administration have any plans to change the 
policy of renditioning and/or the detention 
centers allegedly being placed in Europe? 

President Bush. Carl, first of all, I don’t 
talk about secret programs, covert pro-
grams, covert activities. Part of a successful 
war on terror is for the United States of 
America to be able to conduct operations, 
all aimed to protect the American people, 
covertly. 

However, I can tell you two things: One, 
that we abide by the law of the United 
States; we do not torture. And two, we 
will try to do everything we can to protect 
us within the law. We’re facing an enemy 
that would like to hit America again, and 
the American people expect us to, within 
our laws, do everything we can to protect 
them. And that’s exactly what the United 
States is doing. We do not render to coun-
tries that torture. That has been our policy, 
and that policy will remain the same. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Ronald Schultz and 
Tom Fox, American citizens taken hostage 
in Iraq; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab 
Al Zarqawi; and Usama bin Laden, leader 
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. A re-
porter referred to Howard Dean, chairman, 
Democratic National Committee. 

Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah 
December 6, 2005 

Welcome to the White House. Laura and 
I are glad you’re here, and we’re glad to 

be here to celebrate the festival of Hanuk-
kah. Hanukkah begins later this month. It’s 
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a time to remember the story of a miracle 
once witnessed in the Holy Temple in Jeru-
salem. 

More than 2,000 years ago, the ancient 
land of Israel was conquered, and Jewish 
people were forbidden to pray, observe 
their religious customs, or study the Torah. 
In response, a patriot named Judah 
Maccabee led a revolt against the enemy 
army. Their numbers were small, yet their 
courage in defense of their faith was pow-
erful, and they were triumphant. 

When the Maccabees returned to reclaim 
their Holy Temple, the oil that should have 
lasted only 1 day, instead burned for 8 
days. During Hanukkah, Jews across the 
world signify this miracle by lighting the 
menorah. This act commemorates the vic-
tory of freedom over oppression and of 
hope shining through darkness. Today, that 
light still burns in Jewish homes and syna-
gogues everywhere. And today, that light 
will burn here in the White House. 

Laura and I are honored to have a beau-
tiful menorah here from Park Synagogue 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Rabbi Skoff, thank you 
very much for sharing it with us. I also 
want to thank Rabbi Barry Gelman for his 
prayer and thank him for his deep compas-
sion. As he mentioned, he is the rabbi from 
the United Orthodox Synagogues in Hous-
ton, whose members did so much to help 
the victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

I want to thank the West Point Jewish 
Cadet Choir for being here with us this 

evening. Our Nation is grateful to the 
American troops of all faiths who are serv-
ing our country around the world and who 
are away from their families this holiday. 

The word ‘‘Hanukkah’’ and the Hebrew 
word for education both come from the 
same root word that means ‘‘to dedicate.’’ 
And earlier today, I met with some of the 
leaders from our Nation’s Jewish day 
schools. As educators who dedicate them-
selves to teaching the faith and to teaching, 
they are fulfilling the true lesson of Hanuk-
kah every day of the year. Just as the Mac-
cabees reclaimed their Holy Temple, these 
teachers help ensure that Jewish traditions 
are passed from generation to generation. 

Tonight as we prepare to light the can-
dles, we are grateful for our freedoms as 
Americans, especially the freedom to wor-
ship. We are grateful that freedom is 
spreading to still new regions of the world, 
and we pray that those who still live in 
the darkness of tyranny will some day see 
the light of freedom. 

And now I invite Rabbi Skoff and his 
daughter and family to join me for the sym-
bolic lighting of the White House menorah. 
The honor is yours. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:37 p.m. in 
the Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at 
the White House. In his remarks, he referred 
to Rabbi Joshua Skoff, Park Synagogue, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and his daughter, 
Eden. 

Remarks to the Council on Foreign Relations 
December 7, 2005 

Thank you all. Richard, thanks for the 
invitation. Thanks for letting me come by 
and address the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions. The Council is one of America’s old-
est and most admired foreign policy organi-
zations, and I appreciate the chance to 
come and talk about foreign policy. 

Richard is a good man, and he’s doing 
a fine job as the President of the Council 
on Foreign Relations. And I appreciate 
your service to the country. I want to thank 
Nancy Roman. I want to thank the board 
members of the Council. And I want to 
thank you all for being here today. 
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