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make changes in statements of managers
that accompanied various appropriations
bills reported from conferences in the past;
or to direct compliance with a committee
report. The executive branch shall construe
these provisions in a manner consistent
with the bicameral passage and present-
ment requirements of the Constitution for
the making of a law. Such provisions in-
clude section 710 and language under the
headings “Community Planning and Devel-
opment, Community Development Fund,”
“Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, Management and Administration,
Salaries and Expenses,” and “Office of
Management and Budget, Salaries and Ex-
penses.”

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions that purport to require or regulate
the submission of legislative proposals to
the Congress by executive branch officials
consistently with the President’s constitu-
tional authority to recommend to the Con-
gress such measures as he judges necessary
and expedient and authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch. Such provi-
sions include sections 182, 208, 219, 315,
and 818.

Section 809 seeks to prohibit the expend-
iture of funds for the salaries of “any per-
son for the filling of any position for which
he or she has been nominated after the
Senate has voted not to approve the nomi-
nation of said person.” The executive

Remarks on World AIDS Day
December 1, 2005

Thanks for coming. Thank you all. How
about my line of work, where you get intro-
duced by your wife? [Laughter] And I'm
glad T got introduced by Laura because she
deeply cares about the issue of HIV/AIDS.
She’s a great First Lady with a compas-
sionate heart. In her travels, she’s carried
a message of hope for the suffering and
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branch shall construe this provision in a
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to make recess appoint-
ments.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 836, relating to assignment of executive
branch employees to perform functions in
the legislative branch, in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to supervise the unitary executive
branch and as Commander in Chief, and
recognizing that the President cannot be
compelled to give up the authority of his
office as a condition of receiving the funds
necessary to carrying out the duties of his
office.

Certain provisions of the Act relate to
race, ethnicity, or gender. The executive
branch shall construe such provisions in a
manner consistent with the requirement
that the Federal Government afford equal
protection of the laws under the Due Proc-
ess Clause of the Fifth Amendment to the
Constitution.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
November 30, 2005.

NotEe: H.R. 3058, approved November 30,
was assigned Public Law No. 109-115. An
original was not available for verification of
the content of this statement.

a message that the empowerment of
women is essential to the prevention of
AIDS. T thank you for your introduction.
More importantly, I thank you for your
love.

I want to thank you all for coming and
for joining the Government and, more im-
portantly, the armies of compassion in the
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challenge of fighting AIDS. I want to thank
Secretary Rice for being here, Secretary of
State. The Secretary of Defense is with us,
Secretary Rumsfeld; Carlos Gutierrez, Sec-
retary of Commerce; Secretary of Labor
Elaine Chao; Mike Leavitt, who is the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services;
USAID Director Andrew Natsios is with
us.

Ambassador Randy Tobias, who is the
U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator and has
done a heck of a job. Thank you for being
here. CDC Director Dr. Julie Gerberding;
Tony Fauci is with us as well; Elias
Zerhouni of the NIH—thank you all for
being here. Thanks for being—making sure
the scientific community stays on the lead-
ing edge of research to help save lives.

I appreciate the Peace Corps Director
Gaddi Vasquez for joining us. I'm proud
that two United States Senators have taken
time out of their busy schedules to join
us, Senator Dick Lugar and Senator Mike
Enzi. Thank you all for being here. It
means a lot.

Finally, I want to thank the diplomatic
corps for joining us. You're going to hear
a strong message of support, and I know
you'll relay this message back to your gov-
ernments, along with a message that in
order to deal with HIV/AIDS we must con-
front it honestly. We're glad you're here,
your Excellencies. Thank you for joining
us.

Today, with people around the world, not
just here in America but all around the
world, 40 million—we turn our thoughts
to the more than 40 million men, women,
and children who are living with HIV.
That’s what World AIDS Day is all about.
And on World AIDS Day, we renew our
commitment to turn the tide against this
disease.

HIV/AIDS is a global health crisis. It
is also a daily burden for many of our fami-
lies and neighbors and friends. Across Afri-
ca, this pandemic threatens the stability and
the future of whole societies. In Asia, HIV/
AIDS is a challenge that grows daily and

must be confronted directly. Here in the
United States, over a million of our citizens
face this chronic condition. At the start of
this century, AIDS causes suffering from
remote villages of Africa to the heart of
America’s big cities. This danger is multi-
plied by indifference and complacency.
This danger will be overcome by compas-
sion, honesty, and decisive action.

I believe America has a unique ability
and a special calling to fight this disease.
We are blessed with great scientific knowl-
edge. We're a generous country that has
always reached out to feed the hungry and
rescue captives and care for the sick. We
are guided by the conviction of our found-
ing—that the Author of Life has endowed
every life with matchless value.

Here in America, some of our fellow citi-
zens have now lived 15 years or more with
HIV/AIDS. The Federal Government pro-
vides more than $17 billion a year to help
people in America living with HIV/AIDS,
including funding that brings lifesaving
drugs and treatment to hundreds of thou-
sands of low-income Americans. With the
help of medicine and their own daily cour-
age, many people are managing a condition
that was once uniformly fatal and proving
that HIV/AIDS is a long-term illness like
heart disease or diabetes.

Yet America still sees an estimated
40,000 new infections each year. This is
not inevitable, and it’s not acceptable. HIV/
AIDS remains a special concern in the gay
community, which has effectively fought
this disease for decades through education
and prevention. And the demographics of
this disease continue to change. AIDS is
increasingly found among women and mi-
norities. Nearly half of the new infections
are found in the African-American commu-
nity.

We're determined to make voluntary
HIV testing a routine part of health care
in America, so people can know the truth
about their status, tell others, and get the
treatment they need. We're determined to
end mother-to-child transmission of HIV in
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America because medicine makes it pos-
sible and conscience demands it. We're de-
termined to improve care for minorities and
citizens in the greatest need, and so I urge
the Congress to reauthorize the Ryan
White Care Act.

Our concern about HIV/AIDS does not
stop at our borders. Other nations face
greater challenges, yet they are moving for-
ward with courage and determination that
inspires our respect and deserves our sup-
port. Nations like Uganda and Kenya have
demonstrated that leadership and honesty
can overcome stigma and reduce rates of
infection. Nations like Botswana and Na-
mibia have shown that antiretroviral treat-
ments can be widely delivered and highly
successful. These countries and many oth-
ers are fighting for the lives of their citi-
zens, and America is now their strongest
partner in that fight, and were proud to
be so.

We're supporting our partners through
the Global Fund, which is helping nations
purchase medicines and treat tuberculosis,
the deadly infection that often accompanies
AIDS.

We are also supporting our partners
through the Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief, the largest initiative in history to com-
bat a specific disease. This effort is de-
signed to support and strengthen the
AIDS-fighting strategies of many nations,
including 15 heavily afflicted nations in Af-
rica, Asia, and the Caribbean. In May 2003,
we committed $15 billion over 5 years to
meet specific goals: to support treatment
for 2 million people, support prevention for
7 million people, support care for 10 mil-
lion people.

We're working with our partners to pro-
vide treatment because the lives of people
already infected should never be written
off, because the best way to help a child
in need is to help their parents live, and
because people who know they can be
treated are more likely to seek testing.
We're working with our partners to expand
prevention efforts that emphasize absti-
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nence, being faithful in marriage, and using
condoms correctly. This strategy, pioneered
by Africans, has proven its effectiveness,
and America stands behind the ABC ap-
proach to prevention.

And we're working with our partners to
expand compassionate care, especially for
the millions of children made orphans by
this cruel disease.

The United States Congress and the
American people have been generous in
this effort, and Americans can know that
their generosity is making a significant dif-
ference. Before the Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief, only 50,000 people of the
more than 4 million people in sub-Saharan
Africa needing immediate AIDS treatment
were getting medicine. Think about that—
only 50,000 people. After 2 years of sus-
tained effort, approximately 400,000 sub-Sa-
haran Africans are receiving the treatment
they need.

Today I'm proud to welcome Thandazile
Darby and her two children, Lewis and
Emily—Lewis, by the way, is age 4; Emily,
age 5—and their doctor, Dr. Helga Holst.
Theyre from South Africa. Welcome to
America.

It’s the effects of a long speech. [Laugh-
ter] Two years ago, she took Emily to the
hospital for what she thought was the
mumps. Later they found that Emily and
the rest of the family were HIV-positive.
Thandazile’s late husband’s relatives tried
to support her treatment for as long as
they could, but the cost was too high.
Thanks to the Emergency Plan funds, the
Darbys began to get the treatment they
desperately needed. Soon these children
will start school, and now their mom
dreams that someday they will attend col-
lege. Here is what Thandazile says: “The
medicine used to be very expensive. I used
to have to decide between taking our medi-
cine and putting food in our bellies. It was
difficult, because we needed to have food
in our bellies so that we could take the
pills. Now I can afford to buy food for
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my family, and we can keep taking our
medicine to stay healthy.”

I want to thank you for joining us today,
and I want to thank for your strong exam-
ple of courage.

This example is repeated across Africa
and beyond. In northern Namibia, Emer-
gency Plan funds helped a Lutheran hos-
pital build a new HIV treatment center and
hire 12 doctors and nurses and other staff.
As a result, this clinic has been able to
put 1,475 people on treatment in less than
a year. In Botswana, Emergency Plan funds
are supporting two clinics to launch a peer
counseling program for mothers to provide
emotional support and prevent mother-to-
child transmission of HIV/AIDS. In Ugan-
da, Emergency Plan funds helped Dr. Peter
Mugyenyi expand from one site serving
those with AIDS to 25 sites in a single
year. Today, there are 35 sites, many of
them in remote rural areas, that provide
treatment to 35,000 of his countrymen. I
first met Peter more than 2 years ago. This
man is an incredible leader. He’s an incred-
ibly compassionate soul. I want to thank
you for being a lifesaver, and thank you
for joining us.

We're making good progress, and none
of it would be possible without the devotion
and professionalism of our partners on the
ground: Courageous leaders of African na-
tions who care about their people and who
tell the truth; doctors and pharmacists who
work without rest in overcrowded wards;
health workers, often with HIV themselves,
who visit homes and make sure people are
taking their medicine; people who run
youth groups and clubs that encourage ab-
stinence and help children with HIV face
the challenges of life. Many of these good
people who serve others are also motivated

by their deep faith. And we want to expand
these partnerships.

So today I am pleased to announce the
New Partners Initiative. Through this initia-
tive, which is part of the Emergency Plan,
we will further reach out to our faith-based
and community organizations that provide
much of the health care in the developing
world and make sure they have access to
an American assistance. By identifying and
supporting these organizations, we will
reach more people, more effectively and
save more lives.

Americans have always stood for human
dignity when history calls. When the na-
tions of Europe lay in rubble after World
War II, America helped build a brighter
future with the Marshall plan. When the
developing world looked for help and inspi-
ration, we sent the Peace Corps to lay new
foundations for friendship. And now, as
millions afflicted with AIDS reach out for
help, the American people are once again
responding. On this World AIDS Day, we
are proud to stand with our friends and
partners in this urgent struggle. And every
life we help to save makes us proud to
be Americans.

I want to thank you all for your good
work. Thank you for joining us today. May
God bless those who suffer, may God con-
tinue to bless our country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of the First Lady,
who introduced the President. The World
AIDS Day proclamation of December 1 is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.
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Remarks on Signing Legislation To Place a Statue of Rosa Parks in the
National Statuary Hall at the United States Capitol

December 1, 2005

The President. Welcome. Please be seat-
ed. Thank you all for being here. Laura
and I thank you for joining us on this spe-
cial day.

Fifty years ago, an African American
woman named Rosa Parks helped set in
motion a national movement for equality
and freedom when she refused a bus driv-
er’s order to give her seat to a white man.
The bill I'm about to sign calls for a statue
of Rosa Parks to be placed in the Capitol’s
National Statuary Hall.

By placing her statue in the heart of
the Nation’s Capitol, we commemorate her
work for a more perfect union, and we
commit ourselves to continue to struggle
for justice for every American.

I'm honored the Secretary of State has
joined us as well as Secretary Alphonso
Jackson. I want to thank the bill sponsors,
Jesse Jackson, Jr.—I see you brought some
of your family with you—[laughter|—Sen-
ator John Kerry, Senator Thad Cochran,
Senator Dick Lugar joining us as well.

I'm proud that Bruce Gordon is here.
He’s the president and CEO of the
NAACP. Thanks for joining us, Bruce. I
want to thank all the civil rights leaders
who've joined us as well. I particularly want
to say thanks to Elaine Steele, representa-
tive of the Rosa Parks Institute.

Elaine Eason Steele. Right here.

The President. Thank you. Welcome.
We've got a seat for you.

It’s great to see Dr. Dorothy Height as
well. Welcome, Dr. Height. I want to thank
all of Rosa Parks’s family who have joined
us as well. You're kind to come.

Rosa Parks was the daughter of the
South who worked as a seamstress at a
department store in a Montgomery, Ala-
bama. On December 1, 1955, she boarded
a city bus. Under local and State law, Afri-
can Americans had to give up their seats
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if any white people were standing. But after
a lifetime of discrimination and a hard day’s
work, Rosa refused. As she would say later,
quote, “T wasn’t tired physically or no more
tired than I usually was at the end of a
working day. No, the only tired I was, was
tired of giving in.”

By refusing to give in, Rosa Parks
showed that one candle can light the dark-
ness. Like so many institutionalized evils,
segregation ultimately depended on public
accommodation. Like so many institutional-
ized evils, once the ugliness of these laws
was held up to the light, they could not
stand. Like so many institutionalized evils,
these laws proved no match for the power
of an awakened conscience, and as a result,
the cruelty and humiliation of the Jim Crow
laws are now a thing of the past.

By refusing to give in, Rosa Parks helped
inspire a nationwide effort for equal justice
under the law. When she refused to yield
her seat, Mrs. Parks was arrested, convicted
of violating the segregation laws, and fined
$10, plus $4 in court fees. Her arrest
sparked a boycott of the Montgomery bus
lines by its black passengers and the forma-
tion of a local association of African Ameri-
cans led by a young preacher named Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. The boycott ended
more than a year later after the Supreme
Court struck down segregation on buses.
What had begun as a simple act of civil
disobedience ended up galvanizing the
modern movement for civil rights.

By refusing to give in, Rosa Parks called
America back to its founding promise of
equality and justice for everyone. When the
police officer boarded the bus and told the
seamstress that he had to arrest her, he
explained that the law was the law. Rosa
and the black ministers who defended her
invoked more than the law; they invoked
the Constitution and pointed to a higher
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