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that their countries will only be tranquil
when they are led by governments of, by,
and for the people.

In the 21st century, freedom is an Asian
value because it is a universal value. It is
freedom that enables the citizens of Asia
to live lives of dignity. It is freedom that
has unleashed the creative talents of the
Asian people. It is freedom that gives the
citizens of this continent confidence in the
future of peace for their children and
grandchildren. And in the work that lies
ahead, the people of this region can know:
You have a partner in the American Gov-

ernment and a friend in the American peo-
ple.

On behalf of my country, thank you all
very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. at
the Kyoto Kaikan. In his remarks, he referred
to Yoshihisa Akiyama, chairman, Kansai Eco-
nomic Federation, who introduced the Presi-
dent; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of
Japan, and his father, Junya Koizumi; Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; President
Hu Jintao of China; and Aung San Suu Kyi,
leader of the National League for Democracy
of Burma.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Proposed Legislation To Implement
the United States-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement

November 16, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation and
supporting documents to implement the
United States-Bahrain Free Trade Agree-
ment (the “Agreement”). This Agreement
enhances our bilateral relationship with a
strategic friend and ally in the Middle East
region and will promote economic growth
and prosperity in both nations.

In negotiating this Agreement, my Ad-
ministration was guided by the objectives
set out in the Trade Act of 2002. The
Agreement reflects my Administration’s
commitment to opening markets and ex-
panding opportunities for American work-
ers, farmers, ranchers, and businesses. The
Agreement will open Bahrain’s market for
U.S. manufactured goods, agricultural prod-
ucts, and services. As soon as it enters into
force, the Agreement will eliminate tariffs
on all manufactured goods that the United
States sells to Bahrain and immediately re-
move Bahrain’s import duties on over 80
percent of U.S. agricultural products. The
Agreement is also one of the most com-
prehensive ever negotiated to reduce bar-
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riers to trade in services and will create
new opportunities for U.S. services firms.

The Agreement contains procedures that
will facilitate cooperation between the
United States and Bahrain on environ-
mental and labor matters. The labor chap-
ter of the Agreement reinforces Bahrain’s
recent legislative actions to expand democ-
racy and improve the protection of worker
rights, including trade union rights. Provi-
sions in the Agreement requiring effective
enforcement of environmental laws will
contribute to high levels of environmental
protection.

The approval of this Agreement will be
another significant step towards creating a
Middle East Free Trade Area by 2013. This
Agreement offers the United States yet an-
other opportunity to encourage economic
reform in a moderate Muslim nation as we
have done through our free trade agree-
ments with Jordan and Morocco. Leaders
in Bahrain are supporting the pursuit of
social and economic reforms in the region,
encouraging foreign investment connected
to broad-based development, and providing
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better protection for women and workers.
It is strongly in our national interest to
embrace and encourage these reforms, and
passing this legislation is a crucial step to-
ward that end.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
November 16, 2005.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 17.

The President’s News Conference With President Roh Moo-hyun of South

Korea in Gyeongju, South Korea
November 17, 2005

President Roh. Good afternoon. I just
had a very constructive and meaningful
meeting with President Bush. Today’s
meeting is my fifth meeting with President
Bush. The last time was 5 months ago,
in June. Since this is his first visit to Korea
during my administration, it gives me par-
ticular pleasure to welcome him to Korea,
along with all the people of Korea.

At this meeting, we were able to reaffirm
that the Korea-U.S. alliance, based on the
common values of democracy and market
economy, is strong and that it is developing
into a comprehensive, dynamic, and mutu-
ally beneficial alliance. We also agreed that
the Korea-U.S. alliance will continue to
contribute to peace and stability in the re-
gion. Furthermore, we were able to reaf-
firm that most of the major issues related
to our alliance are progressing smoothly
and that the agreed points are being imple-
mented faithfully.

For the remaining issues, we agreed that
they would be resolved in close consultation
with each other, to benefit both sides,
based on mutual respect and the spirit of
our alliance. President Bush and I agreed
to launch a ministerial level strategic dialog
to conduct indepth consultations on the fu-
ture direction of our alliance and other far-
ranging issues.

With regard to the North Korean nuclear
issue, we reiterated that a nuclear-armed
North Korea will not be tolerated and re-

affirmed that the issue should be resolved
through peaceful and diplomatic means. In
order to implement the September 19th
joint statement of the six-party talks, Korea
and the U.S. agreed to work closely to-
gether. We especially felt that the second
phase of the fifth round of six-party talks
should be held as soon as possible in order
to find a breakthrough in resolving the nu-
clear issue.

Furthermore, we had a sincere dialog
about building a peace structure on the
Korean Peninsula. Going beyond the reso-
lution of the North Korean nuclear issue,
we both felt that a strong peace structure
must be in place in order not only to re-
duce tensions but also build permanent
peace and trust in order to create a new
future for the Korean Peninsula.

It gives me particular pleasure to be able
to welcome President Bush to Gyeongju,
the capital city of the Silla dynasty and
the city more than 1,000 years old. I hope
this will be an occasion for him to experi-
ence firsthand the beauty of Korea’s fall
weather and our beautiful culture. I also
hope that Mr. and Mrs. Bush will come
to better understand the history and culture
of Korea. I hope you will have a wonderful
visit. Thank you.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank
you. Mr. President, thank you very much.
You do have a beautiful country. And we've
got a strong relationship. We've got a good
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