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because the world has seen that democ-
racies do not fight each other. 

As an example, war broke out in Europe 
in the early 1900s, as well as the mid- 
1900s. And yet we’ve had no war in Europe 
since. And one of the reasons why is be-
cause the nations of Europe became de-
mocracies, not American democracy but de-
mocracies that reflected the values of the 
people in that country—in their countries. 

One of the stories I like to share with 
people—it’s an interesting story, and I 
think an illustration of what I’m trying to 
do—is that Japan was the sworn enemy 
of the United States in the late 1940s. My 
dad was a soldier, Navy pilot, and fighting 
the Japanese. Today—I’m going to Japan 
in 2 weeks. I will be sitting down with 
one of the best friends that I have in the 
international arena, Koizumi. That’s inter-
esting, isn’t it? What happened between the 
time when America was fighting Japan and 
when, now, Japan is an ally with the United 
States in dealing with a tyrant in North 
Korea, for example? And what happened 
was, Japan adopted a Japanese-style democ-
racy. 

And so I am anxious to work with coun-
tries to help make sure that the institutions, 
universal institutions of democracy become 
entrenched in society: freedom to worship, 
freedom of the press, rule of law. 

I will also tell you, I firmly believe that 
a society which is democratic is one much 

more likely to be able to deal with the 
social ills of a society. I mean, a democracy 
is one in which minorities have rights and 
can express themselves through the legisla-
tive process. Tyrannies are such that mi-
norities don’t have rights, unless you hap-
pen to be aligned with the tyrant. 

And so, one, I don’t think America, nor 
Brazil, should ever back down from believ-
ing in the universality of freedom and de-
mocracy. Secondly, I hope that I am able 
to do so in a way that explains our position, 
as opposed to alienating people. And one 
of the reasons I’ve come to Brazil is to 
make that eminently clear, that the United 
States is a friend of Brazil and that our 
values that we discuss are universal in na-
ture. They apply to Brazil equally as they 
apply to America. 

So very good question, Carlos. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. at 
the U.S. Embassy. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
of Brazil; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan; and Chairman Kim Chong-il of 
North Korea. The participant spoke in Por-
tuguese, and his remarks were translated by 
an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. A portion of these 
remarks could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
of Brazil in Brasilia 
November 6, 2005 

President Lula da Silva. Your Excellency, 
George Bush, President of the United 
States of America, and Mrs. Laura Bush; 
my dear wife, Marisa Leticia Lula da Silva; 
ladies and gentlemen; members of the dele-
gations of the U.S. and of Brazil; the jour-
nalists from Brazil and journalists from the 

U.S. and journalists from other countries 
who are also here: The presence of Presi-
dent Bush here with us expresses to a very 
high degree the intensification of the dia-
logs between our governments. 

In December 2002, before I took office, 
President Bush was kind enough to receive 
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me at the White House. In June 2003, I 
was with him once again in an important 
working meeting in Washington. We had 
several meetings also at international meet-
ings during these almost 3 years that I’ve 
been in government. We have exchanged 
letters, and we have—we’ve spoke several 
times over the phone. Today’s visit is a 
privileged opportunity for us to discuss 
many issues in our bilateral relations, as 
well as regional and global issues around 
which we can work together. 

I wish to express publicly a few consider-
ations on relations between the U.S. and 
Brazil in the more general framework of 
our foreign policy. I have often said that 
our foreign policy is not just a way of pro-
jecting Brazil into the rest of the world; 
it is also a fundamental element for our 
nation’s project of development. 

During these 34 months of my adminis-
tration, we have worked very hard to come 
closer to our South American brothers. We 
have intensified bilateral relations with all 
countries in the region. We have expanded 
and strengthened the MERCOSUR. We 
have created the South American Commu-
nity of Nations. We have maintained excel-
lent relations with the countries of the Car-
ibbean as well as Central and North Amer-
ica. We have pushed for very active policies 
in Africa, a continent I have visited several 
times and been to 14 countries. We are 
the—our country has the second largest 
black population in the world, and we have 
a historical debt to the African Continent. 

Brazil has also opened up to the Arab 
world, the main result of that opening 
being the summit between South America 
and Arab countries. We strengthened our 
relations with major emerging countries 
such as China, India, Russia, Korea, and 
South Africa. 

We have not stopped opening new fron-
tiers. The results of that opening have been 
unprecedented growth in our foreign trade, 
the attraction of new investments, and the 
internationalization of our own companies. 
But that quest for new horizons has not 

compromised our relationships with major 
developed countries such as the European 
Union, Japan, and obviously, the United 
States of America. 

When I was elected President, there 
were those who foresaw the deterioration 
of relations between Brazil and the U.S. 
They were roundly mistaken. On the con-
trary, our relations today are going through 
one of their best moments ever. Economic 
and trade relations have expanded very 
much, and our political dialog has gained 
a much higher quality. We, the United 
States and Brazil, understand our economic 
and political importance as well as the re-
sponsibilities they imply. We defend our 
national interests and our general political 
values. Our self-respect strengthens our 
mutual respect. When each country values 
its own sovereignty, we are able to respect 
the sovereignty of other countries as well. 

The understandable differences and 
points of view on issues of the regional 
or global agendas have been discussed 
frankly, with no surprises or confrontations. 
I wish to recognize how President Bush, 
his Secretary of State, and other top offi-
cials of the U.S. administration have con-
tributed to making this environment of cor-
dial relations become even better. 

Mr. President, our peoples share com-
mon outlooks on absolutely fundamental 
issues, such as the defense of democracy, 
the spread of freedom, and respect for 
human rights. We have had dialog on cru-
cial themes for two nations that are com-
mitted to the challenges of peace and of 
globalization. International security, devel-
opment aid, the balance of trade rules, and 
the reform of the multilateral system in 
the United Nations, in particular, have 
been at the core of our conversations. We 
have been known how to emphasize our 
affinities. We are two major, multiethnic 
democracies, with the vocations for cooper-
ating in promoting full citizenship and 
fighting all forms of discrimination. 

The presence of a large Brazilian com-
munity in the U.S. enriches the tradition 
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of mutual contact and the admiration be-
tween our societies. Good dialog between 
our immigration authorities will be funda-
mental for guaranteeing fair and balanced 
treatment for those who are the true 
bridges between our countries. 

We also spoke very much about what 
we could do to promote the progress and 
well-being of other countries. We are work-
ing hard in favor of development, particu-
larly in Africa. In Haiti, where Brazil is 
heading the U.N. stabilization mission, we 
have collaborated in emergency programs 
in the areas of health and basic sanitation. 
We are involved in achieving the full suc-
cess of national elections that will open the 
way to normality, in political terms, and 
the return to economic and social develop-
ment for Haiti. And we are involved—it 
is also important that the economic aid 
that’s been promised to Haiti arrive quickly. 

President Bush and I have the same opti-
mistic vision on our bilateral relations. 
There have been many advances following 
our first meeting in 2003. The working 
groups that we created on growth, agri-
culture, and energy have brought significant 
results. And we have now decided to ad-
vance in other strategic fields. We will 
begin high-level cooperation in science and 
technology and intensify our educational 
partnerships in areas such as biodiversity 
and agriculture. In the area of health, we 
will be opening up new fronts for coopera-
tion to fight diseases such as malaria, tuber-
culosis, AIDS, and threats such as the avian 
flu pandemic. 

Our partnership is grounded on solid 
economic basis. The United States are the 
largest individual partner of Brazil as the 
largest market for our exports and our main 
source of direct overseas investment. Our 
exchange has grown at rates of 7 percent 
per year. In 2004 alone, we received $4 
billion in investments from the United 
States. 

We carry on tranquil and mature discus-
sions on specific issues that always come 
up as part of any partnership on this 

scale—on a scale like this. We are working 
to negotiate the removal of unjustified bar-
riers to our bilateral trade, and we are 
working in the same spirit to achieve multi-
lateral economic and trade discussions. 

The successful conclusion of the Doha 
round by the end of 2006 is a priority for 
the United States as much as it is for 
Brazil. We agree that the reduction, with 
a view to the elimination of agricultural 
subsidies, will be a key to balance in that 
round. I thank President Bush for his 
words of support for Brazil’s determination 
to contribute to development and stability 
in our region. 

It is for all of these reasons that we 
are very glad to see the U.S. willingness 
to include Brazil amongst those countries 
with whom Brazil—the United States has 
a strategic and privileged dialog. President 
Bush, what we leave for history is more 
than our immediate decisions. What really 
matters are those initiatives that take into 
account future generations as well as the 
need for us to face and overcome the major 
challenges of our time. Brazilian foreign 
policy transcends governments. 

At the same time we defend our national 
interest, we pursue major democratic values 
in the international sphere. In that sense, 
I once again insist that U.S.-Brazil relations 
are fundamental, and their improvement is 
a legacy that we should leave to those who 
will come after us. 

Thank you very much. 
President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 

very much. Laura and I are really pleased 
to be here on our first visit to Brazil. My 
only regret is that I’m not able to travel 
around a lot of your country to see the 
vast beauty of Brazil. It’s a spectacular part 
of the world, and I want to thank you for 
your invitation to come here. The President 
promised to take me fishing—of course, he 
said, after I’m President. The entourage is 
a little big to go fishing while I’m Presi-
dent. 

But Mr. President, Laura and I appre-
ciate the hospitality that you and Mrs. 
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* White House correction. 

Marisa have shown us. We’re also looking 
forward to good old-fashioned Brazilian 
barbecue. It will remind me of home. 

We—let me start off by saying that the 
President is right: Relations between Brazil 
and the United States are essential, and 
they are strong. We’ve had many construc-
tive discussions. I remember the first time 
you came to the Oval Office, and I was 
most impressed by your strong commitment 
to your program of Zero Hunger. It struck 
me as not only sincere but reflecting your 
deep compassion for the people. And since 
then, we’ve had the capacity to sit down 
and talk about issues that are important 
for not only our respective countries but 
the world. And I want to thank you for 
that frank and open relationship. 

Brazil and America are interesting places, 
obviously, but one thing we have in com-
mon is that we are a country—two coun-
tries that are able to deal with our diversity 
in such a way as to strengthen our nation. 
Brazil is a very diverse country, as is Amer-
ica, and it’s those common values that we 
both adhere to that make it feasible for 
people from different backgrounds to live 
in peace and harmony. And we discussed 
those values, the President and I did. He’s 
a man who believes strongly in democracy, 
as do I, and rule of law and the right 
of free speech and the right to a free press 
and free religion. And I want to thank you 
for your strong belief and your willingness 
to stand strong on those principles. 

We’re the two largest democracies in the 
world [Western World]. * Therefore, we 
have obligations to work together to pro-
mote peace and prosperity. We started 
what’s called the Group for Growth, to find 
ways to develop economic possibilities and 
potential in our respective countries. I must 
say, Mr. President, I’m impressed by the 
economic reforms you’ve put in place, by 
the achievements you had made through 
good government policy to encourage 

growth, not only here at home but to en-
courage exports. 

We’re encouraged by the increase of bi-
lateral trade between our countries. I met 
with some businesspeople earlier today, and 
they were talking about how important our 
markets are to each other and that trade 
is an important way for people to be able 
to find work in our countries. And good 
trade is trade where people benefit on both 
sides of the issue, that it must be equitable, 
it must be fair, and I’m convinced that’s 
the trade relationship we have on a bilateral 
basis. 

I know you’re concerned about creating 
jobs, and your country has done a very 
good job of doing so, while keeping infla-
tion down. And I appreciate your under-
standing that free trade and fair trade is 
the way to help the citizens of your coun-
try. We can have free and fair trade with-
out losing national identity. We can have 
free or fair trade without penalizing local 
small businesses and entrepreneurs. And 
the President is working hard to make sure 
that the trade opportunities available to the 
citizens of Brazil are done in such a way 
that there’s a spirit of—there’s an equitable 
spirit involved. And I want to thank you 
for your leadership on that. 

We’ve got some opportunities to con-
tinue to expand trade. I firmly believe that 
if one wants to eliminate poverty around 
the world, the best way to do so is to 
advance the Doha round of the WTO. 
Now, the President has made it very clear 
that it’s difficult to get a Doha round going 
so long as there are countries that refuse 
to yield on agricultural matters, and I heard 
that loud and clear. And so recently, I 
made a statement, or a series of statements, 
that said the United States will reduce sub-
sidies and tariffs, so long as we get the 
same treatment from trading partners such 
as Europe. In other words, I just—if we 
lower the subsidies, we would very much 
like to be able to tell our farmers the same 
thing the President wants to tell his farm-
ers, that there’s access to markets. And so 
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we made a very strong statement toward 
advancing the Doha round, the WTO. 
We’ve declared our intention, and I told 
the President I was very serious in that 
declaration. 

And we agreed to work together to ad-
vance the round. It’s in the workers of Bra-
zil’s interest that WTO advance. This is a 
vast country with great resources and a 
workforce that’s hardworking, and the more 
products that Brazilians can manufacture 
and sell overseas, the better—more likely 
it is people will be able to find work. And 
so one of the interesting things that has 
come out of this meeting is a renewed 
commitment to working together to elimi-
nate poverty by creating opportunity 
through international trade that’s fair, that’s 
fair for the people of Brazil and fair for 
the people of America. 

And along those lines, we continued our 
discussions that was taking place in Argen-
tina. There is an opportunity to advance 
trade, and we agreed to speak about that 
and how best to work together, for exam-
ple, to be able to compete with countries 
like China or India. It’s in our interests 
that we work together on a trade agenda. 
I call it the Free Trade Agreement of the 
Americas; I think you refer to it as ALCA. 
And the President said, ‘‘Look, let’s work 
together on Doha and see how that goes, 
and we’ll continue to working on the Free 
Trade Agreement of the Americas.’’ 

It’s important for the people of Brazil 
to understand that such an agreement will 
not be done if the President thinks this 
isn’t in the interests of the people. I’ve 
got to—he’s got to be convinced, just like 
the people of America must be convinced, 
that a trade arrangement in our hemisphere 
is good for jobs, its good for the quality 
of life. And so I look forward to continue 
to work on international matters and re-
gional matters as well as bilateral matters, 
Mr. President. 

I want to thank you for your leadership 
around the world and in the hemisphere. 
I want to thank you very much for your 

commitment to Haiti. There’s elections 
coming up soon, and the Brazilian presence 
there has made it more likely those elec-
tions will go forward in a free and fair 
way. You’re a—you’ve taken a responsible 
position, and I hope your country is proud 
of the fact that you’ve seized this moment. 

I want to thank you as well for working 
on HIV/AIDS with the United States. Like 
you, we share a deep commitment to help 
those who suffer from this pandemic. And 
like you, we do more than talk; we act. 
And as a result of our combined efforts, 
hundreds of thousands of people are get-
ting antiretroviral drugs, and that’s impor-
tant, and I want to thank you for that. 

One of the things that I appreciate about 
the President is he fully understands that 
narcotrafficking and terrorism can disrupt 
the democratic way of life. And Brazil has 
been strong—strong in working with other 
countries to prevent a few criminals or 
thugs from disrupting our way of life, and 
done so with constitutional guarantees in 
mind. We always keep human rights in the 
forefront of our policy. But we also know 
that we must work together to prevent 
those who would murder the innocent or 
those who would pollute the bodies of our 
young from being able to do so. And I 
want to thank you again for your leadership 
on that. 

This has been a constructive trip, con-
structive because, Mr. President, I enjoy 
working with you, constructive because 
you’re frank in our discussions, and con-
structive because together we can do some 
good for not only our own people but for 
the world. Thank you very much, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. at 
the Granja do Torto. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Marisa Leticia Lula da Silva, wife 
of President Lula da Silva. President Lula 
da Silva spoke in Portuguese, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 
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Remarks on Democracy in the Americas in Brasilia 
November 6, 2005 

Thank you. Boa tarde. Thank you for 
coming. This is my first trip to Brazil, and 
Laura and I are really pleased to be here 
in your capital city. We’ve had a magnifi-
cent stay, had a great visit with President 
Lula. It’s an important visit because Brazil 
and the United States are close friends. 
And that’s the way it should be. Plus the 
President and the First Lady gave us an 
unbelievably good barbeque. [Laughter] I 
also commend the President for his com-
mitment to improving the lives of the peo-
ple here in Brazil. 

Our two nations share many things in 
common. We are both children of the New 
World, founded in empire and fulfilled in 
independence. We’re united by history and 
geography. We share the conviction that 
the future of our hemisphere must be a 
future of justice and freedom. 

Only a generation ago, this was a con-
tinent plagued by military dictatorship and 
civil war. Yet the people of this continent 
defied the dictators, and they claimed their 
liberty. We saw the dramatic evidence at 
the Summit of the Americas that President 
Lula and I just attended. The delegates 
from 34 countries that came to this con-
ference all represent democratic govern-
ments. 

Freedom is the gift of the Almighty to 
every man and woman in this world, and 
today, this vision is the free consensus of 
a free Americas. It is a vision that is written 
into the founding document of the Organi-
zation of American States, which calls this 
hemisphere—calls on the hemisphere ‘‘to 
offer to man a land of liberty and a favor-
able environment for the realization of his 
just aspirations.’’ It is the vision that is 
given clear direction in the Inter-American 
Democratic Charter, which declares, ‘‘The 
peoples of the Americas have a right to 
democracy and their governments have an 
obligation to promote and defend it.’’ And 

it is a vision that puts what was once a 
distant dream within our reach, an Amer-
icas wholly free and democratic and at 
peace with ourselves and our neighbors. 

As the largest democracy in South Amer-
ica, Brazil is a leader, and today, Brazil 
is exercising its leadership across the globe. 
In Africa, Brazil is working to defeat the 
scourge of HIV/AIDS by partnering with 
America to improve treatment and care and 
prevention in Portuguese-speaking nations 
like Mozambique. In this hemisphere, 
Brazil leads the coalition of the United Na-
tions peacekeeping forces who are helping 
to restore peace and stability in Haiti. And 
here at home, Brazil aspires to set an exam-
ple for the continent by building a just 
social order where the blessings of liberty 
are enjoyed by every citizen of this great 
nation. 

Ensuring social justice for the Americas 
requires choosing between two competing 
visions. One offers a vision of hope. It is 
founded on representative government, in-
tegration into the world community, and 
a faith in the transformative power of free-
dom in individual lives. The other seeks 
to roll back the democratic progress of the 
past two decades by playing to fear, pitting 
neighbor against neighbor, and blaming 
others for their own failures to provide for 
their people. The choices we make will de-
termine which vision will define the Amer-
icas our children inherit, and we must 
make tough decisions today to ensure a bet-
ter tomorrow. 

As you work for a better tomorrow, 
Brazil must know you have a strong partner 
in the United States. Like you, we aspire 
for a hemisphere where the dignity of every 
human being is respected. Like you, we 
believe that the poor and disenfranchised 
have a special claim on our attention. And 
like you, we know that we must make good 
on the promises of democracy. In the 
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