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experience than any Supreme Court nomi-
nee in more than 70 years.

During his career on the bench, Judge
Alito has participated in thousands of ap-
peals and authored hundreds of opinions.
He has demonstrated that he understands
the proper role of a judge, to interpret
the Constitution and laws, not to impose
the judge’s own preferences or priorities
on the people. And in the performance of
his duties, Judge Alito’s brilliance, his mod-
esty, and his even demeanor have gained
him the respect of his colleagues and of
the attorneys appearing before him.

Prior to becoming a judge, Sam Alito
served for 3 years as the United States At-
torney for the District of New Jersey.
When President Reagan nominated him to
this position in 1987, the Senate confirmed
him by unanimous consent. As the top
prosecutor in one of the Nation’s largest
Federal districts, Sam Alito moved aggres-
sively against white-collar and environ-
mental crimes, drug trafficking, organized
crime, and violations of civil rights. He
showed a passionate commitment to the
rule of law, and he gained a reputation
for being both tough and fair.

Before becoming U.S. Attorney, Sam
Alito served in other critical positions in
the Department of Justice. In the Office
of Legal Counsel, he provided constitu-
tional advice for the President and the ex-
ecutive branch. As Assistant to the Solicitor
General, he argued 12 cases before the Su-
preme Court. As an Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney, he argued dozens of cases before the
Federal courts of appeals.

The son of an Italian immigrant who
came to America in 1914, Sam Alito is a

product of New Jersey public schools. He
was valedictorian and student council presi-
dent at Hamilton East-Steinert High School
in Hamilton, New Jersey. He went on to
become a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Princeton University. He attended Yale
Law School and was editor of the Yale Law
Journal. After graduating from law school,
he was a law clerk for a Federal court
of appeals judge. He has served in the
Army Reserves, where he achieved the rank
of captain. Sam Alito’s life has been marked
by consistent excellence and achievement,
combined with personal decency and a
commitment to public service.

The United States Senate will now exer-
cise its constitutional responsibility to advise
and consent on Judge Alito’s nomination.
The process is off to a good start. Since
I announced his nomination, Judge Alito
has met with many Senators, and they are
learning more about his great character, ac-
complishments, and ability.

Our Nation is fortunate to have a man
of Judge Alito’s intellect and integrity will-
ing to serve. I look forward to the Senate
voting to confirm Judge Alito as the 110th
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 10:45
a.m. on November 2 in the Cabinet Room
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06
am. on November 5. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 4 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.
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U.S. Ambassador to Brazil John |
Danilovich. Mr. President, Secretary Rice,
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fellow Brazilians, I'd like to thank you all
for being here this morning. It’s a pleasure
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for us to welcome you here on this beau-
tiful Sunday morning in Brasilia.

Brazil is a land of promise, of enormous
potential, and of great possibilities. And the
promise, potential, and possibilities of
Brazil are perhaps no more visible than in
yourselves. I want to thank you for the
opportunity of the President and the Sec-
retary, of meeting with you today. To a
large extent, the future of your country lies
in your hands, and the President looks for-
ward to discussing things of relevance to
Brazil and the United States and our im-
portant bilateral relationship. And with that
being said, I'd like to turn the

The President. John, let me say some-
thing. The Ambassador is trying to cull me
out of the conversation early on. [Laughter]
Listen, thank you for coming. First, I am
here because I want to send a very clear
signal to the people of Brazil that the rela-
tionship between America and Brazil is an
important relationship, that Brazil is a
friend, and that Brazil has got an important
part of working with America to bring pros-
perity to not only our own citizens but to
help others as well and by doing so, kind
of lay the—lay conditions for a peaceful
continent.

It's in our interests that our neighbor-
hood be a prosperous neighborhood. It's
in our interests that we work with the larg-
est country in the neighborhood. And so
I come to not only discuss philosophy and
points of view with you but also to meet
with President Lula, with whom I've got
a good relationship.

He is a person who had to make some
tough decisions. That’s what leaders have
to do; you've got to make tough decisions.
And he’s made hard decisions for the peo-
ple of Brazil. He is—the economy is going
well here, which is good news. He also
has got a good heart. And I share the same
concern he has; I share a concern of mak-
ing sure that the least fortunate among us
has a chance to survive and succeed.

And so this is going to be a good trip
here, and I'm grateful for you all taking

time to come by and visit. I look forward
to having a fruitful discussion with you.
And we’ll start with Carlos.

Participant. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. Latin Americans for a long time
have had a love-hatred relationship with the
U.S. Latin Americans admire the military
and economic power of the United States,
its popular culture, and many values with
which they share. But Latin Americans re-
sist the somewhat missionary nature of U.S.
when justifying its international actions—
for instance, when the U.S. exports democ-
racy, exports market economies, or even ex-
ports civil liberties. This has been really
very much criticized or contested, even in
this region of the world. The Mar del Plata
incidents of a few days ago, during the
Summit of the Americas, showed that the
mood of the demonstrators may easily go
beyond the acceptable limits in—civiliza-
tion.

My question now: Is the U.S. able to
pinpoint the causes for these disagreements
that they have with the opinionmakers here
in Latin America, and does the U.S. have
a clear strategy to change this love and
hatred relationship into one of cooperation
and friendship?

The President. Well, first of all, I—we
met in a society which allows people to
express their different points of view. In
other words—which is positive—I expect
there to be dissent. That’s what freedom
is all about. People should be allowed to
express themselves. And so what happened
in Argentina happens in America. That’s
positive. Can you imagine being in a society
where people were not allowed to express
their positions?

Secondly, I fully understand there’s, at
times, a view of America that is, in my
opinion, not an accurate view. I mean, you
say, “missionary zeal to spread democ-
racy’—I do have a deep desire to help
others assume a democracy that is a de-
mocracy that conforms to their traditions
and their customs. And the reason why is
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because the world has seen that democ-
racies do not fight each other.

As an example, war broke out in Europe
in the early 1900s, as well as the mid-
1900s. And yet we've had no war in Europe
since. And one of the reasons why is be-
cause the nations of Europe became de-
mocracies, not American democracy but de-
mocracies that reflected the values of the
people in that country—in their countries.

One of the stories I like to share with
people—it's an interesting story, and I
think an illustration of what I'm trying to
do—is that Japan was the sworn enemy
of the United States in the late 1940s. My
dad was a soldier, Navy pilot, and fighting
the Japanese. Today—I'm going to Japan
in 2 weeks. I will be sitting down with
one of the best friends that I have in the
international arena, Koizumi. That’s inter-
esting, isn’t it? What happened between the
time when America was fighting Japan and
when, now, Japan is an ally with the United
States in dealing with a tyrant in North
Korea, for example? And what happened
was, Japan adopted a Japanese-style democ-
racy.

And so I am anxious to work with coun-
tries to help make sure that the institutions,
universal institutions of democracy become
entrenched in society: freedom to worship,
freedom of the press, rule of law.

I will also tell you, I firmly believe that
a society which is democratic is one much

more likely to be able to deal with the
social ills of a society. I mean, a democracy
is one in which minorities have rights and
can express themselves through the legisla-
tive process. Tyrannies are such that mi-
norities don’t have rights, unless you hap-
pen to be aligned with the tyrant.

And so, one, I don’t think America, nor
Brazil, should ever back down from believ-
ing in the universality of freedom and de-
mocracy. Secondly, I hope that I am able
to do so in a way that explains our position,
as opposed to alienating people. And one
of the reasons I've come to Brazil is to
make that eminently clear, that the United
States is a friend of Brazil and that our
values that we discuss are universal in na-
ture. They apply to Brazil equally as they
apply to America.

So very good question, Carlos.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. at
the U.S. Embassy. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
of Brazil; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
of Japan; and Chairman Kim Chong-il of
North Korea. The participant spoke in Por-
tuguese, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. A portion of these
remarks could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

of Brazil in Brasilia
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President Lula da Silva. Your Excellency,
George Bush, President of the United
States of America, and Mrs. Laura Bush;
my dear wife, Marisa Leticia Lula da Silva;
ladies and gentlemen; members of the dele-
gations of the U.S. and of Brazil; the jour-
nalists from Brazil and journalists from the
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U.S. and journalists from other countries
who are also here: The presence of Presi-
dent Bush here with us expresses to a very
high degree the intensification of the dia-
logs between our governments.

In December 2002, before I took office,
President Bush was kind enough to receive
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