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Nov. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela 
Q. Mr. President, you’re likely to cross 

paths with Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez at this summit. How should Ameri-
cans think about this President, who has 
said many hostile things about you and your 
administration? Do you think of him as an-
other Castro? And if you see him this after-
noon, do you have any words for him? 

The President. Well, I will, of course, 
be polite. That’s what the American people 
expect their President to do, is to be a 
polite person. And I will—if I run across 
him, I will do just that. My attitude toward 
any leader—toward leaders, and I judge 
leaders based upon their willingness to pro-
tect institutions that will—for a viable 
democratic society. And to the extent that 
any leader undermines the free press, we 
will speak out. To the extent that any lead-
er makes it difficult to worship freely, we 
will make our positions known. To the ex-
tent that the judiciary is not an inde-
pendent organization—in other words, to 
the extent that there’s not proper checks 
and balances, we will express our positions. 

And there’s ways to do so. We can do 
so through our embassies. We can do so 
in forums—not necessarily singling out a 
particular country or person but talking on 
the positive about how important it is to 
have checks and balances in society, about 
how important it is to have these institu-
tions so that a single person cannot become 
the ruler of all people. I will remind people 
today at this important summit that—as we 
talk about poverty and minority rights, 
which is of concern to many countries here, 
that one—such concerns are our concerns, 

and that if you’re interested in minority 
rights, the best way to allow minorities to 
have rights is in a democratic society, 
where the people actually make the deci-
sions for government. 

And so it’s a—I think this is a good 
forum and a good opportunity to express— 
for me to express our country’s values. But 
they’re not American values, I keep telling 
you, these are universal values that are 
true. That’s why my meeting with President 
Kirchner was—one of the reasons it was 
so positive is because Argentina shares the 
same values that America shares. They’ve 
been through some difficult experiences 
and making sure that those values are root-
ed in their societies. Of course I’ve re-
minded others, we went through difficult 
experiences in the past. And we had a Con-
stitution that said everybody is free, but 
they weren’t. 

And so it’s a—so what I’ll search for 
in the world, as I think about world leaders, 
is that commitment, firm commitment to 
values and institutions that make democracy 
viable. 

Thank you all very much. Thanks. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. at 
the Sheraton Mar del Plata. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Nestor Kirchner of 
Argentina; Patrick J. Fitzgerald, U.S. Attor-
ney for the Northern District of Illinois, and 
Department of Justice CIA leak investigation 
Special Prosecutor; Ayman Al-Zawahiri, 
founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and 
senior Al Qaida associate; and senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi. 

Statement on the Launch of a Nationwide Effort To Respond to 
Hurricanes That Struck Central America 
November 4, 2005 

Three distinguished private-sector leaders 
have agreed to launch a nationwide effort 

to encourage private donations for relief 
and reconstruction in response to the three 
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recent hurricanes that struck Central Amer-
ica. These leaders will work with other 
Americans to raise awareness and resources 
to help those in need as a result of these 
disasters. 

The business leaders are: Steve 
Reinemund, chairman and CEO, PepsiCo, 
Inc.; Bob Lane, chairman and CEO, Deere 

& Company; and Maria Lagomasino, 
former chairman and CEO, JPMorgan Pri-
vate Bank. On behalf of our country, I am 
grateful to these leaders for their readiness 
to take on this important effort. 

In the coming days, they will ask Ameri-
cans to donate directly to a fund set up 
to provide help to the disaster victims. 

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr 
November 4, 2005 

I send warm greetings to American Mus-
lims and Muslims around the world observ-
ing Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking 
the Fast. 

Eid al-Fitr marks the end of Ramadan, 
a time of prayer, reflection, and fasting. 
It is the holiest month of the Muslim year. 
To celebrate this holiday, many Muslims 
gather in their homes and mosques to 
thank God for His blessings and His help 
in keeping the fast. Muslims also dem-
onstrate their compassion by reaching out 
to the less fortunate and giving gifts of 
money or food to help those in need. This 
year, many American Muslims have 
reached out to the victims of Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita, and Wilma and to those af-

fected by the devastating earthquake in 
South Asia. Their contributions have been 
generous and reflect the important values 
shared by all Americans. 

Our Nation is blessed to count many 
Muslims among our fellow citizens. As 
Americans, we share a commitment to fam-
ily, a belief in God’s justice and man’s 
moral responsibility, and hope for a future 
of peace and tolerance. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for 
a joyful celebration. Eid Mubarak. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 5, 2005 

Good morning. This week I was proud 
to nominate Judge Sam Alito to be an Asso-
ciate Justice on the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Judge Alito is one of Amer-
ica’s most accomplished and respected 
judges. During his long career in public 
service, he has demonstrated all the quali-
ties that the American people expect in a 
Supreme Court Justice, mastery of the law, 
a deep commitment to justice, and great 
personal character. He is scholarly, fair- 

minded, and principled, and these traits 
will serve our Nation well on our highest 
Court. 

Judge Alito now serves on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Third Circuit. When he 
was nominated to his current seat in 1990, 
Judge Alito received strong bipartisan sup-
port, and the United States Senate con-
firmed him by unanimous consent. He has 
served on that court with distinction for 
15 years and now has more prior judicial 
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