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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the France-

United States Taxation Convention
November 3, 2005

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification a Pro-
tocol Amending the Convention Between
the United States of America and the
French Republic for the Avoidance of Dou-
ble Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal
Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Estates,
Inheritances, and Gifts, signed at Wash-
ington on November 24, 1978 (the “Con-
vention”), signed at Washington on Decem-
ber 8, 2004 (the “Protocol”). Also trans-
mitted for the information of the Senate
is the report of the Department of State
with respect to the Protocol.

The Protocol provides a pro rata unified
credit to the estate of a French domiciliary
for purposes of computing U.S. estate tax.
It allows a limited U.S. “marital deduction”

for certain estates if the surviving spouse
is not a U.S. citizen. In addition, the Pro-
tocol expands the United States jurisdiction
to tax its citizens and certain former citi-
zens and long-term residents and makes
other changes to the treaty to reflect more
closely current U.S. tax-treaty policy.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
November 3, 2005.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 4.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Nestor Kirchner of

Argentina in Mar del Plata, Argentina

November 4, 2005

President Kirchner. We have had an
eventful meeting with the President of the
United States. We have considered issues
related to our bilateral relations between
Argentina and the U.S. We have considered
the situation in the region. We have lis-
tened to each other and what we have to
say about domestic matters in our respec-
tive countries and how our countries are
doing at the moment. I think we have been
quite candid in our dialog, and we have
spoken quite clearly with the President of
the United States.

And as President of the Argentine Re-
public, I am pleased to have had this meet-
ing, during which we have been able to
convey to the President of the United

States our thoughts on a wide variety of
issues.

So in a nutshell, that's what we have
dealt with, and I would now like to give
the floor to the President of the U.S.

President Bush. Thank you for your hos-
pitality. Laura and I thank you and the
Senator for such a warm welcome. This
is my first trip to Argentina—I hope it is
not my last trip. However, this is not our
first meeting. This is our third meeting,
and every time we have met, I have come
away impressed by your candor, your pas-
sion for the people of this beautiful land.

And as we discussed—the first time we
met until now, the economy has changed
in quite dramatic fashion, thanks to wise
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decisions you have made. So congratula-
tions for dealing with a difficult cir-
cumstance and making decisions that have
improved the lives of your people.

Needless to say, the President was quite
firm in his belief that the IMF ought to
have a different attitude toward Argentina.
He has been an outspoken person for re-
form. T listened very carefully to his point
of view. I was pleased that the United
States was helpful during the early part of
his term at the IMF, and I suggested that
his record is such now that he can take
his case to the IMF with a much stronger
hand. And so I appreciated the conversa-
tion there, and I appreciate your candor.

I also want to thank you, Mr. President,
for sending the White Helmets. These were
people that came down, health specialists
to help some of our folks deal with the
devastation caused by Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita. It was a gesture of grand friend-
ship, and the American people are grateful.
The American people are grateful for the
contributions Argentines have made to our
country. I mean, we've got all kinds of peo-
ple in America—Ginobili—I don’t know if
you've heard of Manu Ginobili. [Laughter]
He’s made a vital contribution to the bas-
ketball team from the State in which I live.
But he’s also a good ambassador for your
country, and people of Argentine heritage
have contributed mightily to America, and
we're grateful for that.

We had a good discussion about a range
of issues, as the President said. Argentina
and the United States have a lot in com-
mon. We both believe in rule of law. We
both believe in minority rights. We both
believe in free press. We both believe in
free religion. We both understand that in-
stitutions are important for  the
embetterment of the people, democratic in-
stitutions. At times, those institutions have
been under assault in our two countries,
and it's important as leaders of our coun-
tries—elected leaders—to stand up and de-
fend those institutions.
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And so, Mr. President, thank you for that
dialog, and thank you for that discussion.
The President reminded me that U.S. in-
volvement in the neighborhood is—can be
constructive and positive, and I agree. And
I reminded him that the best involvement
that can happen is when countries make
wise decisions to attract investment, that
there be consistency in law, which he
agrees with, that contracts be honored, that
when a person makes an investment, that
there is not certainty of success but cer-
tainty that the rules won’t change, that
when a government fights corruption, that
government sends a signal to investors,
large and small, that this is a good place
to take risk.

I also reminded the President, we
wouldn’t be having this discussion if our
respective economies weren’t strong. And
the United States economy is strong. It’s
healthy. We've overcome some serious chal-
lenges recently. But the investor climate
in the United States, the willingness for
people to invest is good. And the fact that
Argentina is picking up additional direct
foreign investment is positive. It shows that
the country is making wise decisions.

We're going to talk about jobs later on,
and that’s an important subject. We dis-
cussed the need to make sure education
systems were strong and vibrant, in order
to make sure people can take advantage
of opportunities when they arise.

I was pleased that the President was talk-
ing about a very ambitious education pro-
gram, in terms of increasing expenditures,
the percentage of GDP by, I think he said
2010, to be a significant increase. And
that’s wise. That’s called leadership. And
it seems like to me that at this summit,
that if you believe in the values we dis-
cussed and if you understand how to make
rational decisions, we ought to share those
concepts with other countries. And that’s
why I'm glad to be down here. This is
an opportunity to positively affirm our be-
lief in democracy, in human rights and
human dignity.
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And so I want to thank you for being
a good host. It’s not easy to host all these
countries. It’s particularly not easy to host,
perhaps, me. [Laughter] But thank you for
doing it; you're doing a fine job. [Laughter]
I'm looking forward to it. I'm looking for-
ward to our meetings. I'm looking forward
to this evening’s cultural event and dinner,
and I've been looking forward to our dis-
cussion. It was a good one.

Mr. President, thank you very much. It’s
an honor to be here.

President Kirchner. Thank you very
much for being here. Again, we had a very
clear, open, candid meeting. We clearly ex-
pressed our own thoughts. And as President
of Argentina, I'm leaving this meeting feel-

ing very satisfied because it wasn’'t a meet-
ing looking for nice words but to speak
the truth, and each of us did just that.
Thank you very much for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. at
the Hermitage Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Senator Christina Fernandez de
Kirchner of Argentina, wife of President
Kirchner; and Emanuel D. “Manu” Ginobili,
guard, National Basketball Association’s San
Antonio Spurs. President Kirchner spoke in
Spanish, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Remarks at the Summit of the Americas and an Exchange With Reporters

in Mar del Plata
November 4, 2005

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I'll answer a couple of questions in a sec-
ond. I do want to say how pleased I am
to be here in Argentina, advancing an agen-
da that is based upon my belief and our
country’s belief that there are certain uni-
versal values.

One of those values is that free societies
are important to the progress of men and
women, but free societies also require insti-
tutions that are solid and sound, institutions
such as the right to worship freely, the
right to write, say what you want in the
press freely, the right to campaign and ex-
press your opinions freely. It’s very impor-
tant that there be solid rule of law and
independent judiciary.

And so I'm pleased to be down here.
It's a good place to spend Laura’s birthday,
which is today. I don’t know if you knew
that—no, I know you didnt, okay—but
anyway, don’t bring it up when you see
her. [Laughter]

But it's—I just had a meeting earlier
with the Central American countries—
young democracies, struggling to succeed,
making good progress toward making sure
institutions are well-rooted. I say Central
American, plus Dominican Republic. And
we talked about how pleased we were that
we got the free trade agreement through,
at least through the United States Con-
gress. Most of the countries have ratified
it. We're looking forward to implementing
the trade agreement.

I had a good visit with President
Kirchner. You know, Argentina is an amaz-
ing country. It's a vast land with a lot of
natural resources. And he’s done a very
good job of helping to—helping this econ-
omy of theirs and their financial picture
improve. And I congratulated him on it.
We talked—well, you heard him, I'm not
going to repeat what we talked about. We
talked about a lot of subjects. It was a
good, honest discussion.
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