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speak to these universal values and uni-
versal truths. And one of the universal
truths is, democracies lead to peace. De-
mocracies don’t fight each other. Democ-
racies are capable of having different types
of leaders be able to work in concert to
solve common problems. Democracies re-
spond to—and by responding to the will
of the people, democracy tends to be able
to more likely lift up people, give people
a chance to succeed. I strongly believe that.
And T believe that these concepts are appli-
cable to all peoples.

I believe freedom is universal. It’s not
contained within one country or one reli-
gion or one type of person. There’s a uni-
versality to freedom. I believe mothers
around the world desire their children to
grow up in freedom. It doesn’t matter
whether youre Muslim, Christian, Jew,
Hindu. That’s what I believe. And I believe
if you speak Spanish or English—it doesn’t
matter—you want to be free—or Por-
tuguese.

And so these are valuable lessons that
we should have—that we must learn
around the world. And to the extent that
people adhere to those principles, the
United States of America says, the people
matter. On the other hand, if we think
that people are disrupting the normal
course of democracy, unwinding institutions

such as the free press, not allowing people
to worship freely, we’ll speak up. We'll
speak up, as I hope others do as well.

As T say, there’s universality to freedom
that's important, and those of us who are
fortunate enough to live in free and demo-
cratic societies should work to encourage
others to make sure they hold those institu-
tions dear. There are just some institutions
that are vital for a society to be free and
open and transparent, for the good of the
people, for the good of the people.

Listen, thanks for coming by. Looking
forward to the trip.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:18 p.m.
in the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
In his remarks, the President referred to
President Nestor Kirchner of Argentina; and
President Martin Torrijos Espino of Panama.
Journalists referred to Secretary General Jose
Miguel Insulza of the Organization of the
American States; President Hugo Chavez
Frias of Venezuela; President Fidel Castro
Ruz of Cuba; and Evo Morales, Presidential
candidate in Bolivia. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 2. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this interview. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this
interview.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prince Charles and Duchess Camilla

of the United Kingdom
November 2, 2005

The President. Your Royal Highness, it
is a great honor for Laura and me to host
you and Her Royal Highness the Duchess
of Cornwall at the White House. Your visit
is a reminder of the unique and enduring
bond between the United Kingdom and the
United States. Americans know that we
have no greater friend than the United
Kingdom. And it's my sincere hope that

1644

the United Kingdom knows it has no great-
er admirer than the United States.

Our nations are intimately linked through
deep historical and cultural ties, through
active commercial and political bonds, and
through shared values. Nowhere are those
shared values more nobly expressed than
in our common commitment to expanding
freedom in this world.
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In the first part of the 20th century, our
nations stood together to ensure that fas-
cism did not prevail in Europe. In the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, we worked
tirelessly to defeat the totalitarian ideology
of communism. And today, we’re fighting
side by side against an ideology of hatred
and intolerance to ensure that the 21st cen-
tury will be one of liberty and hope.

The people of the United States draw
great strength from having the United
Kingdom as an ally. The nation that defied
bombardment from the air in 1940 once
again refused to cower when its people
were bombed from underground this sum-
mer. Your courage and fortitude are an in-
spiration to people throughout the world.

Just as Britain is a leader in the effort
to spread freedom and opportunity abroad,
Your Royal Highness is a leader in creating
greater opportunity at home. Your compas-
sion and charitable efforts such as the
Prince’s Trust continue to help more of
Britain’s young people and entrepreneurs
pursue their dreams in life.

Your Royal Highness, your generous spir-
it, your steadfast leadership, and your devo-
tion to your people are an inspiration.
Laura and I are honored to have you and
Her Royal Highness as guests this evening,
and I'd now like to offer a toast to the
enduring friendship between the United
Kingdom and the United States.

Prince Charles. Mr. President, Mrs.
Bush, ladies and gentlemen, can I just say
what a joy it is for both my wife and myself
to be with you here in the White House.
It brings back many fond and happy memo-
ries of my first visit here with my sister.
I think it was in 1970, when we came to
stay at the White House for the weekend
with President and Mrs. Nixon, at the time
when the media were busy trying to marry
me off to Tricia Nixon. [Laughter] And it’s
very interesting to see the same sort of
thing happening to my eldest son. [Laugh-
ter] So it seems to be an entirely hereditary
feature. [Laughter]

Mr. President, Sir Winston Churchill,
whose mother was, of course, American,
and whose bust you have in a place of
honor in the Oval Office, once said, after
one of his 16 visits to the United States
over some 66 years, “The friendliness of
the Americans to the traveler from Britain,
their unfailing kindness, their generous hos-
pitality are something to marvel at.” Well,
nothing has changed, Mr. President. We
have both most certainly experienced the
same generosity and friendliness since our
arrival yesterday. And this has been the
case on every previous visit I have ever
made to this remarkable country.

It is an indication, if I may say so, Mr.
President, of how very important and spe-
cial our close, warm, and enduring relation-
ship with the United States of America is
to all of us in the United Kingdom. Our
two nations have much in common. We
share so much history and tradition, lan-
guage and culture, and a commitment to
democracy and liberty. These enrich the
spirit and are founded on those greatest
of all gifts—{riendship and loyalty.

On Friday, we will meet veterans of our
struggle together against evil and tyranny
in the Second World War. The selfless
service that our parents’ generation gave,
including, of course, both our fathers—and
how wonderful it is, if T may say so, to
see President Bush 41 here this evening—
and the selfless service that we commemo-
rate in this 60th anniversary year will always
stand as a measure of the commitment,
courage, and comradeship of our two great
nations.

On Thanksgiving Day in 1944, while we
were Allies in arms in that global struggle,
Sir Winston Churchill looked forward to
what he called “a lasting union of sympathy
and good feeling and loyalty and hope be-
tween all the British and American peo-
ples.” Well, that is a vision all of us here
share.

And, indeed, that lasting union of sym-
pathy has been so amply demonstrated in
our own day when we shared with you the
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full horror of September the 11th, 4 years
ago, and more recently, when following the
terrorist attacks in London, so many of us
in the United Kingdom were profoundly
touched by the many messages of steadfast
support and solidarity from across the
United States.

But our visit is not focused only on the
misfortunes that have united our nations.
We were particularly pleased to have had
the chance this afternoon to go with Mrs.
Bush to the inspiring SEED School in Ana-
costia, a school that offers young people
from underprivileged backgrounds the
chance to fulfill the potential that each per-
son has. And this, incidentally, is what my
Prince’s Trust has been seeking to do for
very nearly 30 years in the United King-
dom, and which has led to over half a mil-
lion young people being assisted to develop
their individual talents and abilities.

And, Mr. President, I am also very con-
scious of the extraordinary social progress
this country has achieved. On the day Rosa
Parks is laid to rest, there is a powerful

message, I think, here about tolerance and
inclusion that has relevance for the whole
international community.

My wife and I are deeply grateful to
you, Mr. President, and Mrs. Bush for your
generous hospitality towards us, but more
so, as I am only too conscious of the enor-
mous challenges and responsibilities which
face the 43d President of the United States.
And I need hardly say that so many people
throughout the world look to the United
States of America for a lead on the most
crucial issues that face our planet and, in-
deed, the lives of our grandchildren. Truly,
the burdens of the world rest on your
shoulders.

In conclusion may I propose a toast to
you, Mr. President, to Mrs. Bush, and to
the people of the United States of America.

[At this point, the President and Prince
Charles offered a toast.]

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:55 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation To Reduce Federal Spending

November 3, 2005

Today the Senate took an important step
forward in cutting the deficit. I commend
Senate leadership and the other Senators
who supported this spending reduction leg-
islation, and I congratulate Senator Gregg

on its successful passage. Congress needs
to send me a spending reduction package
this year to keep us on track to cutting
the deficit in half by 2009.

Statement on Senate Passage of Energy Legislation

November 3, 2005

Increasing our domestic energy supply
will help lower gasoline prices and utility
bills. We can and should produce more
crude oil here at home in environmentally
responsible ways. The most promising site
for oil in America is a 2,000 acre site in
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the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and
thanks to technology, we can reach this en-
ergy with little impact on the land or wild-
life. T applaud the Senate for passing legis-
lation to improve our energy situation with
this commonsense approach.
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