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and humanity of their own tradition, and 
we are proud to stand beside them. 

With the rise of a deadly enemy and 
the unfolding of a global ideological strug-
gle, our time in history will be remembered 
for new challenges and unprecedented dan-
gers. And yet the fight we have joined is 
also the current expression of an ancient 
struggle between those who put their faith 
in dictators and those who put their faith 
in the people. Throughout history, tyrants 
and would-be tyrants have always claimed 
that murder is justified to serve their grand 
vision, and they end up alienating decent 
people across the globe. Tyrants and would- 
be tyrants have always claimed that regi-
mented societies are strong and pure, until 
those societies collapse in corruption and 
decay. And tyrants and would-be tyrants 
have always claimed that free men and 
women are weak and decadent, until the 
day that free men and women defeat them. 

We don’t know the course of our own 
struggle, where it will take us, or the sac-
rifices that might lie ahead. But we do 
know, however, that the defense of free-
dom is worth our sacrifice. We do know 
the love of freedom is the mightiest force 
of history. And we do know the cause of 
freedom will once again prevail. 

Thank you for having me. May God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. at 
Chrysler Hall. In his remarks, he referred 
to D. R. ‘‘Dee’’ Carpenter III, chair, and 
John A. ‘‘Jack’’ Hornbeck, Jr., president and 
chief executive officer, Hampton Roads 
Chamber of Commerce; Mayor Paul D. 

Fraim of Norfolk, VA; Lt. Gen. Anthony R. 
Jones, USA, deputy commanding general and 
chief of staff, and Lt. Gen. John M. ‘‘Mark’’ 
Curran, USA, deputy commanding general, 
Futures, and director, Futures Center, 
United States Army Training and Doctrine 
Command; Lt. Gen. Robert W. Wagner, 
USA, acting commander, and Maj. Gen. 
James N. Soligan, USAF, chief of staff, 
United States Joint Forces Command; Maj. 
Gen. John J. McCarthy, USMC, deputy com-
mander, Marine Forces Atlantic, Marine 
Forces South, and Marine Forces Europe; 
Rear Adm. John C. Acton, USCG, deputy 
area commander, Mobilization and Reserve 
Affairs, Atlantic Area; Rear Adm. Stephen A. 
Turcotte, USN, commander, Navy Region 
Mid-Atlantic; Lt. Gen. J.O. Michel 
Maisonneuve, Canadian Army, chief of staff 
to the Supreme Allied Commander, Trans-
formation, North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion; Ayman Al-Zawahiri, founder of the 
Egyptian Islamic Jihad and senior Al Qaida 
associate; senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi; Mohammed Bouyeri, 
who was convicted of the November 2, 2004, 
murder of film director Theo van Gogh; 
Anneke van Gogh, mother of Theo van Gogh; 
Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of 
operations for the Persian Gulf; Nurjaman 
Riduan Isamuddin (also known as Hambali), 
Al Qaida’s chief operational planner in 
Southeast Asia; A.Q. Khan, former head of 
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program; Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; Lt. Gen. 
David H. Petraeus, USA, former com-
mander, Multi-National Security Transition 
Command—Iraq; and former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks on the 40th Anniversary of the President’s Commission on White 
House Fellows 
October 28, 2005 

Thanks for coming. Welcome to the 
White House. I understand you had a guest 

speaker at lunch. [Laughter] You probably 
wish she was back. [Laughter] I’m honored 
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to be here, thanks to—as we celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the White House Fel-
lows program. 

I agreed to do this because I’m a big 
believer in the White House Fellows pro-
gram. I think it is important, and I think 
it is a program that, when you analyze the 
results, you’ll say, this is—it’s made a dif-
ference in the life of our country. So I 
want to thank you all for coming. It’s an 
honor to share this celebration with you. 
I view the White House Fellows program 
as an investment in the future of our coun-
try. 

I’ve kind of taken advantage of the White 
House Fellows program. I’ve managed to 
find a few White House Fellows to serve 
in my Government, starting with the Sec-
retary of Labor, Elaine Chao. Thank you 
for being here, Madam Secretary. And 
Colin Powell, who will be honored tonight 
with the John W. Gardner Legacy of Lead-
ership Award. Well deserved, I might add. 
[Laughter] 

I also appreciate the Administrator of the 
EPA for joining us. Thanks for coming, 
Steve Johnson. 

I just said, thanks, to the President’s 
Commission on White House Fellows. I 
guess you all are the deciders who get to 
be White House Fellows? And thanks for 
serving. It’s a—it is an appointment I take 
very seriously. I appreciate you doing it. 
And I want to thank the chairman, Julie 
Nixon Eisenhower, for being the chairman 
of the Commission. And this is probably 
familiar territory to you here, isn’t it? 
[Laughter] And I thank Janet Eissenstat, 
the director for the White House program. 
Thank you all. I’m also honored that Bar-
bara Anderson has joined us, the president 
of the White House Fellows Alumni Asso-
ciation. And mostly, thank you all for com-
ing. 

The program began with a good idea. 
It was: Let’s choose a handful of out-
standing young leaders and bring them to 
Washington, DC, and put them to work 
at the highest levels of the executive branch 

and see what happens.’’ [Laughter] I was 
pleased to learn this was the vision of John 
Gardner. He outlined the vision in a memo 
in 1957. But it was implemented by Lyn-
don Baines Johnson, my fellow Texan. 
[Laughter] 

I don’t know if any of the class—the 
first class of the White House Fellows are 
here. Is somebody here from—you guys 
don’t look old enough. [Laughter] Wel-
come. Glad you’re here. 

If I had to just write the program, here’s 
what I’d say would be the goals of the 
program. First, to show people how Gov-
ernment works so as to inspire people to 
become involved in Government. That’s 
what I would say. I’d say, try to get people 
who have got talents and brains and desire 
and ambition and expose them to Govern-
ment—trying to recruit people to partici-
pate in Government—at any level, whether 
it be the Federal Government or the school 
board. That’s what I would hope the pro-
gram would do. 

Secondly, I would hope the program 
would teach somebody how to make deci-
sions and how to manage organizations. If 
a White House Fellow hangs around the 
White House, he’ll see decisionmaking. If 
a White House Fellow is involved in the 
Cabinet, they’ll see decisionmaking in man-
agement. They’ll see all kinds of things. 
And I would hope people would learn that 
in order to make decisions, you got to make 
decisions on principle. You can’t be kind 
of just figuring it out as time goes on, you 
have to stand for something, no matter 
what the polls or focus groups may say. 
You make good decisions by believing 
something and not trying to find yourself 
in the midst of the decisionmaking process, 
I guess. And in order to lead, you’ve got 
to set clear goals that everybody can under-
stand and then not be afraid to hold people 
account as to whether those goals have 
been met. 

And thirdly, I would hope the White 
House Fellowship program takes really 
smart, bright, capable people and makes 
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them understand that there’s always a new 
horizon, that one should never be compla-
cent if you’ve been given a lot of God- 
given talents, that you’ve got to keep striv-
ing for the best. 

That’s how I see the White House pro-
gram. I mean, it’s working. And the reason 
I know is I get to—first of all, I know 
people who have graduated from the pro-
gram, and you’ve gone on to great success. 
You’ve taken your talents, and you’ve suc-
ceeded, and you’ve made a difference in 
your communities. And I want to thank 
you for that. That’s important. The truth 
of the matter is, this country is really strong 
and vibrant because people reach out to 
succeed, people—ambition is, it seems like 
in America, is something that oftentimes 
lead to a better tomorrow. 

I particularly think about those who go 
back to their communities and realize that 
to whom much has been given, much is 
required and become involved in saving 
people’s lives through compassion and 
changing America as a result of putting 
your arm around somebody who hurts and 
says, ‘‘How can I help? What can I do 
to make a difference in your life?’’ It’s kind 
of the—I view the White House Fellows 
as part of the de Tocqueville vision, what 
de Tocqueville saw about America. It’s indi-
viduals of talent joining together to serve 
a cause greater than yourself and your com-
munities. 

One of my favorite activities as the Presi-
dent is to meet with the White House Fel-
lows. I see a couple of my biking buddies 
back there. [Laughter] Sweet Lou. [Laugh-
ter] Get back to work, Lou. I don’t know 
what you’re doing here, Lou. [Laughter] 

I love to sit down with the Fellows and 
talk about—and answer their questions, is 
really what it’s like. And it’s an inspiring 
experience for me. The questions are al-

ways good and right on target, and it’s— 
I learned as much—probably more from 
them than they do from me. 

And so one time, one of the guys said, 
‘‘How do you—how can you handle all this 
business, and what do you do?’’ And I said, 
‘‘Well, one of the things, I like to exercise. 
I like to stay fit as part of a daily routine.’’ 
He said, ‘‘What do you do?’’ I said, ‘‘Well, 
I ride mountain bikes.’’ And Lou happened 
to be the captain of the Stanford mountain 
bike—regular bike time, but felt like he 
was strong enough to ride with a 59-year- 
old. [Laughter] And it turns out, he was 
strong enough to ride. [Laughter] 

At any rate, it’s been fun. He’s a part 
of Peleton One, and—as was Lauren. I’m 
not going to tell them about the other 
bikers that didn’t quite it make from your 
class, Lou—[laughter]—but I really enjoy 
it. I got a chance to see the caliber and 
the quality of the people who come to 
Washington, DC, to serve, and I am im-
pressed by the program. 

I guess what I’m telling you is, thanks 
for being a part of it; thanks for seeing 
to it that the program continues on. I ap-
preciate you helping to find people to come 
to Washington, DC, to be a Fellow. I want 
to thank you for setting a good example 
for others in the community in which you 
live. And thank you for allowing me to 
come by and celebrate the 40th Anniver-
sary of the White House Fellows. 

Finally, may God bless you all, and may 
God bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:44 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to the First Lady, who 
spoke to the Commission earlier in the day; 
and Louis O’Neill and Lauren Zucker, White 
House Fellows 2004–05. 
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Remarks on the Resignation of the Vice President’s Chief of Staff I. Lewis 
Libby 
October 28, 2005 

Today I accepted the resignation of 
Scooter Libby. Scooter has worked tire-
lessly on behalf of the American people 
and sacrificed much in the service to this 
country. He served the Vice President and 
me through extraordinary times in our Na-
tion’s history. 

Special Counsel Fitzgerald’s investigation 
and ongoing legal proceedings are serious, 
and now the proceedings—the process 
moves into a new phase. In our system, 
each individual is presumed innocent and 
entitled to due process and a fair trial. 

While we’re all saddened by today’s 
news, we remain wholly focused on the 
many issues and opportunities facing this 
country. I’ve got a job to do and so do 

the people who work in the White House. 
We’ve got a job to protect the American 
people, and that’s what we’ll continue 
working hard to do. 

I look forward to working with Congress 
on policies to keep this economy moving. 
And pretty soon, I’ll be naming somebody 
to the Supreme Court. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:51 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Patrick J. Fitzgerald, 
U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of 
Illinois, and Department of Justice CIA leak 
investigation Special Prosecutor. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Request To Reallocate Emergency Funds for Further Response and 
Recovery Efforts in the Regions Affected by Hurricane Katrina 
October 28, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
The devastation wrought by Hurricane 

Katrina across the Gulf Coast States has 
required an unprecedented response by 
Federal, State, and local governments, as 
well as the private sector. To date, I have 
signed into law two supplemental appro-
priations bills totaling $62.3 billion for hur-
ricane-related disaster relief. 

To further assist the region in its contin-
ued recovery in a fiscally responsible way, 
I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed 
reallocation request to provide $17.1 billion 
in emergency funds for further response 
and recovery efforts, by reallocating avail-
able funding from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s Disaster Relief 
Fund. I hereby designate this proposal in 

the amount requested herein as an emer-
gency requirement. This request will pro-
vide further assistance to meet the needs 
of victims, continue the rebuilding and re-
pair of the region’s infrastructure, and ac-
celerate the return of Federal agencies to 
facilities in the region. 

To further efforts to offset the unprece-
dented cost of this disaster and control the 
growth in discretionary spending, I also will 
be sending you a separate rescissions pro-
posal reducing funding for lower-priority 
programs and eliminating excess funds. By 
holding 2006 nonsecurity discretionary 
spending below a freeze and achieving ad-
ditional savings through reconciliation legis-
lation, we will advance our efforts to main-
tain fiscal discipline while continuing to 
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