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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Bangladesh-United States Taxation 
Convention 
October 27, 2005 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification a Con-
vention Between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh for the Avoidance of 
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fis-
cal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on In-
come signed at Dhaka on September 26, 
2004 (the ‘‘Convention’’). An exchange of 
notes is enclosed, and the report of the 
Department of State with respect to the 
Convention is transmitted for the informa-
tion of the Senate. 

This Convention, which is similar to tax 
treaties between the United States and 

other developing nations, provides max-
imum rates of tax to be applied to various 
types of income and protection from dou-
ble taxation of income. The Convention 
also provides for the resolution of disputes 
and sets forth rules making its benefits un-
available to those who are engaged in treaty 
forum shopping. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion and that the Senate give its advice 
and consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 27, 2005. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption 
October 27, 2005 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the United Nations Con-
vention Against Corruption (the ‘‘Corrup-
tion Convention’’), which was adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly on 
October 31, 2003. I also transmit, for the 
information of the Senate, the report of 
the Secretary of State with respect to the 
Corruption Convention, with an enclosure. 

The international fight against corruption 
is an important foreign policy priority for 
the United States. Corruption hinders sus-
tainable development, erodes confidence in 
democratic institutions, and facilitates 
transnational crime and terrorism. The 
Convention will be an effective tool to as-
sist in the growing global effort to combat 
corruption. 

The U.N. Corruption Convention is the 
first global multilateral treaty to com-
prehensively address the problems relating 
to corruption. It provides for a broad range 
of cooperation, including extradition and 
mutual legal assistance, and commits gov-
ernments to take measures that will prevent 
corruption from happening in the first 
place. The Corruption Convention includes 
provisions to criminalize and prevent cor-
ruption and provides procedures for gov-
ernments to recover assets that have been 
illicitly acquired by corrupt officials. 

The provisions of the Corruption Con-
vention are explained in the accompanying 
report of the Department of State. The re-
port also sets forth proposed reservations 
that would be deposited by the United 
States with its instrument of ratification. 
With these reservations, the Convention 
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will not require implementing legislation 
for the United States. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Corrup-
tion Convention and give its advice and 
consent to its ratification, subject to the 
reservations, understandings, and declara-

tions described in the accompanying report 
of the Department of State. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 27, 2005. 

Remarks on the War on Terror in Norfolk, Virginia 
October 28, 2005 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
all very much. Please be seated. Thanks 
for the warm welcome. Thanks for the 
chance to get out of Washington. [Laugh-
ter] 

It is great to be here in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. You had a lot of history 
in this part of the world. This part of the 
country was home to the first English- 
speaking colony on the continent, birth-
place of representative government in 
America, and the site of George Washing-
ton’s victory in the Revolutionary War. I 
call him the first George W. [Laughter] 

In the 21st century, the tradition of patri-
otism and freedom still runs strong here 
in the Hampton Roads. I know there’s a 
lot of folks here in our military who live 
here, and I know there’s a lot of veterans 
live here. So the first thing I want to say 
is to those who wear the uniform: This 
country is with you, and the Commander 
in Chief is incredibly proud of you. And 
to the veterans: Thanks for setting such 
a good example. I’m proud of your service. 

Dee, thanks for the introduction, and 
thanks for the invitation. I want to thank 
Jack Hornbeck as well. I appreciate so very 
much the Senator from the great State— 
or the Commonwealth of Virginia, is here, 
George Allen. Thanks for coming, George. 
And Congresswoman Thelma Drake is with 
us. Thanks for coming. I appreciate you 
being here, honored you’re here. 

Mayor, thanks for coming. I appreciate 
Mayor Fraim. He’s here from the city of 
Norfolk. He’s a—the only thing I told him 
is—he didn’t ask for my advice, but I gave 
it anyway—I said, ‘‘Fill the potholes.’’ 
[Laughter] Thanks for serving. I appreciate 
your serving, Mayor. Thanks for greeting 
me today. I want to thank all the local 
and State officials who’ve joined us. 

I want to thank the military commanders 
who are here: Lieutenant General Anthony 
Jones and Lieutenant General Mark 
Curran, Lieutenant General Bob Wagner, 
Major General Jim Soligan. Thank you all 
for being here. John McCarthy, Major Gen-
eral McCarthy of the Marine Corps, Rear 
Admiral John Acton, Rear Admiral Steve 
Turcotte, I’m honored you all took time 
to come. 

I appreciate the foreign officers here. I 
appreciate you being here. I appreciate the 
jointness that we’re working on and the 
transformation they’re working on together 
to make sure that we’re able to keep the 
peace. This is an important mission. I want 
to thank Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope. He’s 
the Deputy Supreme Allied Commander of 
Transformation, in the United Kingdom’s 
Royal Navy. I appreciate Lieutenant Gen-
eral Michel Maisonneuve. She’s [He’s] * in 
the Canadian Air Force. She’s [He’s] * 
NATO Headquarters Supreme Allied Com-
mander Transformation Chief of Staff. 
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