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Remarks Following Discussions With President Massoud Barzani of the

Iraqi Kurdistan Regional Government

October 25, 2005

President Bush. It's my honor to wel-
come President Barzani of the Kurdistan
Regional Government of Iraq to the Oval
Office. He’s a man of courage. He’s a man
who has stood up to a tyrant.

He wore this outfit because it wasn’t all
that long ago, if he had worn this outfit
and was captured by Saddam Hussein’s
thugs, he would have been killed for wear-
ing it. He feels comfortable wearing it here
because were a free land, and he feels
comfortable wearing it in his home country
because Iraq is free.

We had a very good discussion. The
President was very helpful on the current
constitution. I assured him that America
will stand with the people that desire a
free and democratic Iraq. The President
is—has got a clear vision of the future of
Iraq, one where different religions and dif-
ferent backgrounds—people of different re-
ligions and backgrounds can live together
in peace.

And so, Mr. President, welcome. It’s an
honor to have you here.

President Barzani. Mr. President, allow
me on behalf of the people of Kurdistan
and myself to thank you very much. We
in Kurdistan, particularly, and also in Iraq,
generally, we highly value the courage and
bravery of your leadership. I hope that ev-
erybody would realize what the fact on the
ground is about Iraq. It was a brave deci-
sion that you have made. You have liber-
ated a people from a dictatorial regime that
has hurt a lot of the people.

At this time we express our condolences,
and we express our sympathy to the fami-
lies of your brave men and women in uni-
form, those who have sacrificed their lives
in order to make other people free and
liberated. There is no doubt that if we step
back from this and not be determined, be
rest assured that the terrorists will come
to the gates of you and us, and they will
fight us. Therefore, we have to think about
nothing else but victory. And I'm quite con-
fident that with your leadership, with your
support and support of the United States
military and United States people and also
the—heroes of the people of Iraq, in gen-
eral, the people of Kurdistan, we will
achieve success at the end.

For those who are antidemocratic and
also those who are against the process, they
are very limited, and those who are sup-
portive of your leadership, supportive of
democratic process, they are many, and
they highly appreciate the sacrifices that
have been made by the American people
and the American army. There are also
many in Iraq, in general, and also in
Kurdistan, all of them are appreciative.

Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thanks
for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Barzani spoke in Kurdish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency
Regarding the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction

October 25, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency posed by the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and their means of delivery declared
by Executive Order 12938 on November
14, 1994, as amended, is to continue in
effect beyond November 14, 2005. The

most recent notice continuing this emer-

gency was signed on November 4, 2004,
and published in the Federal Register on
November 8, 2004 (69 FR 64637).

Because the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and the means of deliv-
ering them continues to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States, I have determined the na-
tional emergency previously declared must
continue in effect beyond November 14,
2005.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
October 25, 2005.

NotE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Republican National Committee Dinner

October 25, 2005

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please
be seated. Thanks for the warm welcome.
Mehlman didn't get the dress code—
[laughter]—and neither did I. [Laughter]
Thanks for having me. I'm proud to be
here on the 30th birthday of the Eagles.

For three decades, Eagles have given
great parties—[laughter]—but more impor-
tantly, they've supported our party. And I'm
grateful. I want to thank you for all your
help in years past. I want to thank you
for your help this year. I want to thank
you for the help in years to come. And
it’s important because it helps us get our
message out, which is an optimistic vision
for our country. We have a hopeful philos-
ophy. We understand that government
ought to be limited and that we ought to
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trust people to make decisions for their
lives. We understand that the best way to
grow an economy is to allow small-business
owners and entrepreneurs to keep more of
their own money, so they can invest and
create jobs. We understand that this coun-
try has a duty to take care of those who
hurt and to lead the world in laying the
foundation for peace. Ours is a party of
vision, and ours is a party of accomplish-
ment. And I want to thank you for sup-
porting it.

I gave a speech today, earlier, and I was
reminded during the speech that Laura and
I are fixing to have a wedding anniversary.
Sometimes giving speeches helps kind of
trigger the memory bank. [Laughter] I
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