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NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 10:57 a.m. in the Rose Garden at
the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to Lt. Gen. William E. “Kip” Ward, USA,
Senior U.S. Security Coordinator, Depart-
ment of State; James D. Wolfensohn, Quar-

tet Special Envoy for Gaza Disengagement;
and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel.
President Abbas and some reporters spoke
in Arabic, and their remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Protection of Lawful

Commerce in Arms Legislation

October 20, 2005

I commend the House for passing the
“Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms
Act.” Our laws should punish criminals who
use guns to commit crimes, not law-abiding
manufacturers of lawful products. This leg-
islation will further our efforts to stem friv-
olous lawsuits, which cause a logjam in

America’s courts, harm America’s small
businesses, and benefit a handful of lawyers
at the expense of victims and consumers.
I look forward to signing this legislation
into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 397.

Remarks at the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for the Air Force One Pavilion

in Simi Valley, California
October 21, 2005

Thank you all. Fred, you forgot to say,
Air Force One brought me out here to
California—[laughter]—and Laura and I
are glad we came. Thanks for the warm
welcome. Were great fans of Nancy
Reagan. We admire her strength. We ad-
mire the love she has for her husband,
and we're grateful for your friendship.
Thank you, Mrs. Reagan. And I appreciate
the invitation to come back to the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Library, and I'm proud
to stand in this magnificent pavilion that
is now home to a celebrated symbol of
democracy and freedom.

You know, across this Nation, Americans
can visit many great memorials to the cause
of liberty, from a statue in a busy harbor
whose arm carries high the flame of free-
dom, to a quiet field in Arlington filled
with rows of white tombstones, to a moun-

1572

tainside in the heartland carved with the
images of America’s great leaders. Each
evokes a sense of awe and wonder. But
none can soar at more than 500 miles an
hour—([laughter]—carrying freedom’s mes-
sage across oceans and continents.

It was President Reagan’s dream to share
Air Force One with the American people
by bringing this plane to his Presidential
library. Now, as this pavilion opens, Ameri-
cans will have the chance to experience
firsthand the majesty and the power of this
incredible aircraft. I want to thank you all
for making this possible. This is an impor-
tant contribution to the history of America.

I appreciate Fred Ryan, the chairman of
the Board of Trustees, and I want to thank
all the trustees who are here. I thank Duke
Blackwood, the executive director. I appre-
ciate. Rob Zucca. He happens to be the
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