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presentment to the President needed to 
give them the force of law. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 529 of the Act, relating to privacy offi-
cer reports, in a manner consistent with 
the President’s constitutional authority to 
supervise the unitary executive branch. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

October 18, 2005. 

NOTE: H.R. 2360, approved October 18, was 
assigned Public Law No. 109–90. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary of Education Margaret 
Spellings 
October 19, 2005 

The President. Laura and I are proud 
to welcome our Secretary of Education 
here to the Oval Office. Secretary Spellings 
has just delivered what’s called the Nation’s 
Report Card, which is a sample of over 
300,000 students from—in every State, as 
to whether or not they’ve got the capacity 
to read and write and add and subtract 
in the fourth and eighth grade. 

This is an encouraging report—thank you 
for coming, Madam Secretary—because it 
shows there’s an achievement gap in Amer-
ica that is closing, that minority students, 
particularly in fourth grade math and fourth 
grade reading, are beginning to catch up 
with their Anglo counterparts. And that’s 
positive, and that’s important. It shows that 
a system that measures and focuses on 
every child is a system that can help us 
and achieve a goal that we really want in 
America, and that is every child learning 
to read and no child—and add and subtract 
and no child being left behind. 

This is an important yardstick. It’s an 
important measuring tool. It will allow 
States to compare how they’re doing with 
their neighboring States, for example. It 
also points up where we’ve got more work 
to do. We’ve got work to do in eighth grade 
reading. And that’s why we’ve discussed the 
program, Striving Readers Program. We 
hope Congress funds that program to make 
sure that there’s intense focus in the mid-
dle schools in reading and math, just like 
there’s intense focus in the early grades 
in reading and math. 

And so, Madam Secretary, thanks for 
coming. Appreciate you delivering the re-
port. No Child Left Behind is working. 

Secretary Spellings. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia 
October 19, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the emergency declared with 
respect to significant narcotics traffickers 
centered in Colombia is to continue in ef-
fect beyond October 21, 2005. The most 
recent notice continuing this emergency 
was published in the Federal Register on 
October 20, 2004 (69 Fed. Reg. 61733). 

The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on October 21, 1995, of a national 
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions of significant narcotics traffickers cen-

tered in Colombia continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy 
of the United States and to cause unparal-
leled violence, corruption, and harm in the 
United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to maintain economic pressure on signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia by blocking their property and inter-
ests in property that are in the United 
States or within the possession or control 
of United States persons and by depriving 
them of access to the U.S. market and fi-
nancial system. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 19, 2005. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

The President’s News Conference With President Mahmoud Abbas of the 
Palestinian Authority 
October 20, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you all. Thanks. 
It’s my honor to welcome the democrat-
ically elected leader of the Palestinian Au-
thority to the White House for the second 
time this year. We just had some good 
talks. Mr. President, thanks—a good, open, 
exchange of ideas. 

President Abbas is a man devoted to 
peace and to his people’s aspirations for 
a state of their own. And today the Pales-
tinian people are closer to realizing those 
aspirations. It’s a really interesting period 
of history, I think. I was just commenting 

to the President when we were in the Oval 
Office, how much things have changed in 
the Holy Land. After all, he got elected 
in January; there were successful Pales-
tinian municipal elections; and then we wit-
nessed the completion of Israel’s disengage-
ment from Gaza and parts of the West 
Bank. It’s been an eventful year. 

And I say it’s an eventful year because 
the ultimate objective is there—for there 
to be two states, living side by side in 
peace, two democracies living side by side 
in peace. And I believe that’s where we’re 
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