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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Oct. 8 

Statement on Congressional Action on Homeland Security Legislation 
October 7, 2005 

I applaud the Congress for its work on 
the homeland security legislation. The re-
sources provided by this bill will help us 
protect our borders, upgrade explosives de-
tection technology in our airports, address 

radiological and nuclear threats, and target 
security funding to areas with the greatest 
need. The legislation will help make our 
homeland more secure. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 8, 2005 

Good morning. This week I nominated 
an exceptional individual to replace retiring 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor on the Su-
preme Court of the United States. Harriet 
Miers is a remarkable woman and an ac-
complished attorney. She has wide experi-
ence in the courtroom and at the highest 
levels of government, and she will be an 
outstanding addition to our Nation’s highest 
Court. 

Harriet Miers was born and raised in 
Dallas, Texas, where she attended the pub-
lic schools. When illness struck her family, 
Harriet went to work to help pay for her 
own college education. She stayed close to 
home in Dallas to attend Southern Meth-
odist University and received a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics. 

She remained at SMU for law school 
and earned a place on the law review. After 
graduation, she was hired for a prestigious 
2-year clerkship for a Federal trial judge. 
From there, she went on to an extraor-
dinary career in private practice and public 
service and became a pioneer for women 
lawyers. She was the first woman to be 
hired at her law firm, the first woman to 
become president of that firm, the first 
woman to lead a large law firm in the State 
of Texas, the first woman head of the Dal-
las Bar Association, and the first woman 
elected as president of the State Bar of 
Texas. 

In her law practice, Ms. Miers handled 
hundreds of cases in State and Federal 
courts, from massive commercial litigation 
to criminal cases to civil disputes. She 
served in local government on the Dallas 
City Council and later held office in State 
government as well. 

As Ms. Miers rose through the legal 
ranks, she also put in long hours of volun-
teer legal work on behalf of the poor and 
underprivileged, and served as a leader for 
more than a dozen community groups and 
charities. Beginning in the 1990s, Harriet 
Miers was regularly rated one of the top 
100 lawyers in America and one of the 
top 50 women lawyers in the country. 

Because of her skill and record of re-
markable achievement, in 2001, I asked her 
to work in my administration. For the past 
5 years, Harriet Miers has served our Na-
tion in critical roles, including White House 
Counsel, one of the most important legal 
positions in the country. As counsel, Ms. 
Miers addresses complex matters of con-
stitutional law, serves as the chief legal ad-
visor during regular meetings of the Na-
tional Security Council, and handles sen-
sitive issues of executive-congressional rela-
tions, among many other essential duties. 
She has led the effort to help nominate 
outstanding judges for the Federal judici-
ary. She was in charge of the process that 
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