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of Bradenton, Florida; Marie Arcos of
Houston, Texas; Manuel Fonseca of Nash-
ville, Tennessee; Elmer Carreno of Silver
Spring, Maryland; Maria Hines of Albu-
querque, New Mexico; and John Diaz of
Crowley, Colorado.

Their efforts are helping children to
learn to read, improving fire safety in
schools and communities, and helping more
Hispanics achieve the dream of a college
education. In the wake of the hurricanes,
they've helped set up emergency clinics,
provided spiritual counseling to the dis-
placed, just simple acts, such as reading
stories to children whose families had lost
their homes. Today we're here to honor
your service, and we appreciate so very
much what you have done to help lift the
spirit of the country.

As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month, we thank the Hispanic community
that has helped build and shape our coun-
try in so many ways. America is a better
place because of your contributions. I join
all Americans in celebrating the accom-
plishments and wishing our Hispanic com-
munities all across the country continued
success.

I want to thank you all for coming. And
now, I'm going to ask the military aide

to please announce the Volunteer Service
Awards. Y por fin, que Dios les bendiga.

[At this point, Maj. Christian G. Cabaniss,
USMC, Marine Corps Military Aide to the
President, read the citations, and the Presi-
dent presented the medals.]

The President. 1 hope you can tell why
I was so looking forward to this event.
There’s nothing like being able to thank
six quiet heroes, helping to improve some-
body’s life, and at the same time, improving
the spirit of the country. What a joyous
occasion. Thank you all for coming. May
God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Emilio Estefan, Jr.,
president, Estefan Enterprises, and member,
President’s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities; Herculez Gomez, forward, L.A.
Galaxy; and Eleuterio Salazar, Jr., President’s
Volunteer Service Award recipient. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of these remarks.
The National Hispanic Heritage Month proc-
lamation of September 16 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation To Increase

Domestic Refining Capacity
October 7, 2005

I commend the House for passing legisla-
tion that would increase our refining capac-
ity and help address the cost of gasoline,
diesel fuels, and jet fuels. No refineries
have been built in our Nation since 1976,
and the recent disruptions in supply from
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Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have dem-
onstrated that additional refining capacity
is critically needed. We must continue to
promote sound energy policy to help keep
prices down for small businesses and hard-
working American families.
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Statement on Congressional Action on Homeland Security Legislation

October 7, 2005

I applaud the Congress for its work on
the homeland security legislation. The re-
sources provided by this bill will help us
protect our borders, upgrade explosives de-
tection technology in our airports, address

The President’s Radio Address
October 8, 2005

Good morning. This week I nominated
an exceptional individual to replace retiring
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor on the Su-
preme Court of the United States. Harriet
Miers is a remarkable woman and an ac-
complished attorney. She has wide experi-
ence in the courtroom and at the highest
levels of government, and she will be an
outstanding addition to our Nation’s highest
Court.

Harriet Miers was born and raised in
Dallas, Texas, where she attended the pub-
lic schools. When illness struck her family,
Harriet went to work to help pay for her
own college education. She stayed close to
home in Dallas to attend Southern Meth-
odist University and received a bachelor’s
degree in mathematics.

She remained at SMU for law school
and earned a place on the law review. After
graduation, she was hired for a prestigious
2-year clerkship for a Federal trial judge.
From there, she went on to an extraor-
dinary career in private practice and public
service and became a pioneer for women
lawyers. She was the first woman to be
hired at her law firm, the first woman to
become president of that firm, the first
woman to lead a large law firm in the State
of Texas, the first woman head of the Dal-
las Bar Association, and the first woman
elected as president of the State Bar of
Texas.

radiological and nuclear threats, and target
security funding to areas with the greatest
need. The legislation will help make our
homeland more secure.

In her law practice, Ms. Miers handled
hundreds of cases in State and Federal
courts, from massive commercial litigation
to criminal cases to civil disputes. She
served in local government on the Dallas
City Council and later held office in State
government as well.

As Ms. Miers rose through the legal
ranks, she also put in long hours of volun-
teer legal work on behalf of the poor and
underprivileged, and served as a leader for
more than a dozen community groups and
charities. Beginning in the 1990s, Harriet
Miers was regularly rated one of the top
100 lawyers in America and one of the
top 50 women lawyers in the country.

Because of her skill and record of re-
markable achievement, in 2001, I asked her
to work in my administration. For the past
5 years, Harriet Miers has served our Na-
tion in critical roles, including White House
Counsel, one of the most important legal
positions in the country. As counsel, Ms.
Miers addresses complex matters of con-
stitutional law, serves as the chief legal ad-
visor during regular meetings of the Na-
tional Security Council, and handles sen-
sitive issues of executive-congressional rela-
tions, among many other essential duties.
She has led the effort to help nominate
outstanding judges for the Federal judici-
ary. She was in charge of the process that
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