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It is an honor to be here to thank you
for your service. I want to thank you for
leaving us a magazine and a group of think-
ers that will help make the advance of lib-
erty over the last 50 years look like a dress
rehearsal for the next 50 years.

May God bless the Buckley family.
Thank you for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to
former Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger;
and Thomas L. “Dusty” Rhodes, president,
board chairman, and chief executive officer,
and Edward A. Capano, publisher and chief
executive officer, National Review.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of
Hungary and an Exchange With Reporters

October 7, 2005

President Bush. We’'ll have opening state-
ments, and we’ll both take questions—two
a side.

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. I thank
you for coming. We have just had a very
lengthy discussion, and it should be a
lengthy discussion. After all, we’re friends
and allies. I appreciate very much your un-
derstanding of the importance of democ-
racy and freedom. I want to thank you for
your leadership.

I am pleased with the economic progress
that you've made. I say “pleased” because
there is a lot of U.S. investment in Hun-
gary. People have chosen to invest in Hun-
gary because it’s a place that honors rule
of law. It’s got reasonable taxation and rea-
sonable regulation. I'm not surprised that
the country has got a good economic envi-
ronment. After all, the Prime Minister is
somebody who understands economics and
business. And so congratulations on setting
an environment that people—in which peo-
ple feel comfortable about investing.

We talked about the world. And again,
I want to thank Hungary for its contribu-
tions in Afghanistan and Iraq.

The Prime Minister also brought up
some issues of concern to the people of
Hungary, one of which, of course, is visa
policy. He understands that his job, when
talking to the President, is to—is to say,
“The people of my country”—which he

did—"are concerned about the visa policy.”
And T told him that we recognize that we
need to move forward and work with our
friend. We have set up a roadmap, a way
forward, to make sure our visa policy works
for the people of Hungary.

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for bring-
ing up the issue. I assured him that I will
continue to work with Secretary Rice to
put a plan in place, to cooperate with Hun-
gary, and to have a plan in place that is
a fair and reasonable plan for the people
of Hungary.

All in all, T found it to be a great visit.
The visit, by the way, started yesterday
when his good wife and my wife visit—
had a—had a strong visit. She laid the
groundwork for this diplomacy that’s being
conducted today, and she did a great job.
So welcome to you and your wife, here
to America.

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Mr. Presi-
dent, ladies and gentlemen, let me use my
mother tongue, mainly because I would like
all the Hungarian people understand what
I'm saying here in the Oval Office. Please
understand, just—Hungarian sometimes is

very hard.

[At this point, the Prime Minister continued
his remarks in Hungarian, and they were
translated by an interpreter. ]
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So we came to the United States to
strengthen our friendship and our ally. We
came to emphasize once again that we un-
derstand that we have joint matters, joint
affairs in this world to do. And maybe the
two countries have different possibilities,
but we have equal responsibility to sustain
stability and peace in the world and to rep-
resent the case of democracy.

Now in these matters, the United States
and Hungary are not just allies but are
also good, understanding friends. We did
reinforce our former agreement about our
presence in Iraq and Afghanistan. We did
not introduce any new elements to that
field.

I think we also would like to see that
besides security elements, the cooperation,
the partnership between the United States
and Hungary are more and more about
business and good relations. And also,
American investors, the largest American
businesses, have played a key role in mak-
ing sure that Hungary has reached a record
high in terms of—l[inaudible]—capital in-
flux over the past year.

Many similarities and some differences
between our two countries, but there is
one thing where we are completely iden-
tical in our ideas. Both President Bush and
myself want to make sure that our people
in the—in the United States and in Hun-
gary live in security, that they have peaceful
lives, prosperity, democracy. And these are
the key issues, really.

Many thanks, Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you. Thanks for
coming. A couple of questions.

Jennifer [Jennifer Loven,
Press].

Associated

Associate Justice-Designate Harriet E. Miers
Q. Thank you, sir. The criticism, from
some conservatives, of Harriet Miers is con-
tinuing and getting rather sharp, as you
know. Are you willing to rule out ever let-
ting her nomination be withdrawn?
President Bush. Harriet Miers is an ex-
traordinary nominee. She is a very bright
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woman. She is a pioneer in the law in
Texas. In other words, she was the first
woman hire of her firm, first partner of
the firm. She’s the first head of the Texas
Bar Association. I mean, she has got a
record of accomplishment that is extraor-
dinary, in my judgment. She is a woman
of deep character and strength. She is—
she didn’t come from the bench, but so
did—you know, a lot of other people didn’t
come from the bench when they were
named for the Supreme Court. I would
ask people to look at Byron White, for ex-
ample, or Judge Rehnquist himself.

And T'm confident she’s going to be a
Supreme Court judge who will not legislate
from the bench and will strictly interpret
the Constitution. I am incredibly proud of
my {riend being willing to take on this task.
She’s going to be a great judge.

Q. So are you ruling it out, any with-
drawal?

President Bush. No, she is going to be
on the bench. She’ll be confirmed. And
when she’s on the bench, people will see
a fantastic woman who is honest, open,
humble, and capable of being a great Su-
preme Court judge.

Visa Issue

Q. Have you set a deadline for the visa
issue to be solved?

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. We agreed on
a roadmap which makes sure that Hun-
garian people can really perceive that it’s
easier and more equitable to have access
to American visas. I could feel that Mr.
President has a very clear understanding
about why this is important for Hungarians.
And I was completely sure that we will
achieve the fastest possible progress which
is allowed by legislative background and
laws here in the United States.

President Bush. Good answer.
[Steve Holland, Reuters].
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Terrorist Threat Against New York City
Subway System

Q. How significant was the threat against
New York yesterday, and did New York
overreact?

President Bush. T'm getting a little older,
Steve, I can’t hear you. [Laughter]

Q. Sorry. Did New York City overreact
to the threat yesterday? And how significant
was that threat, and are there any suspects?

President Bush. Well, our job is to gather
intelligence and pass them on to local au-
thorities. And they make the judgments
necessary to respond. The level of coopera-
tion between the Federal Government and
the local government is getting better and
better. And part of that level of cooperation
is the ability to pass information on. And
we did, and they responded.

Q. So you don’t think they overreacted?

President Bush. 1 think they took the in-
formation that we gave and made the judg-
ments they thought were necessary. And
the American people have got to know that,
one, that were collecting information and
sharing it with local authorities on a timely
basis, and that’s important.

50th Anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution

Q. I would like to raise the question
to President Bush as well, if, as far as you
know, you've got an invitation from the
Hungarian Government for next year for
the 50th anniversary of the 1956 revolu-
tion? So would you accept this invitation?

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. We certainly
spoke about the invitation; 1956 is a huge

achievement for the Hungarian nation. And
the impact of that goes far beyond the bor-
ders of Hungary. We certainly want to
make sure that our friends, friends of de-
mocracy are there next year in Hungary.
Therefore, I extended an invitation to the
President for next year to Hungary, and
I'm completely certain that he would come.
[Laughter]

President Bush. Well, he did extend the
invitation, and I appreciate the invitation,
because 1956 means a lot to a lot of Ameri-
cans. A lot of Americans came from Hun-
gary to live here after the ’56 incidents.
They can trace their history to our country
because of those—of what took place in
Hungary. Plus, a lot of Americans followed
the incidents in 1956 and appreciated and
respected the courage of folks who were
willing to stand up for freedom and liberty.

See, 1956 says to us, there are key mo-
ments in history when ordinary citizens are
willing to defend the right for all to be
free. And so it’s an important event. I told
the Prime Minister, 'm not my own sched-
uler. I will pass the word on how important
this event is, and I will look very carefully
at the invitation.

Listen, thank you all. Mr. Prime Min-
ister, thanks for coming. Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, the President referred to Klara
Dobrev, wife of Prime Minister Gyurcsany.
Prime Minister Gyurcsany spoke partly in
Hungarian, and those portions of his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month

October 7, 2005

The President. Gracias, y bienvenidos a
la Casa Blanca. Thank you for coming. It
is such an honor to have you here to help
celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month. It's a

month in which we can recognize the con-
tributions that Hispanic Americans make to
our great land.
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