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in a vital cause. Afghan troops are in com-
bat against Taliban remnants. Iraqi soldiers 
are sacrificing to defeat Al Qaida in their 
own country. These brave citizens know the 
stakes, the survival of their own liberty, the 
future of their own region, the justice and 
humanity of their own tradition, and the 
United States of America is proud to stand 
beside them. 

With the rise of a deadly enemy and 
the unfolding of a global ideological strug-
gle, our time in history will be remembered 
for new challenges and unprecedented dan-
gers. And yet the fight we have joined is 
also the current expression of an ancient 
struggle, between those who put their faith 
in dictators and those who put their faith 
in the people. Throughout history, tyrants 
and would-be tyrants have always claimed 
that murder is justified to serve their grand 
vision, and they end up alienating decent 
people across the globe. Tyrants and would- 
be tyrants have always claimed that regi-
mented societies are strong and pure, until 
those societies collapse in corruption and 
decay. Tyrants and would-be tyrants have 
always claimed that free men and women 
are weak and decadent, until the day that 
free men and women defeat them. 

We don’t know the course of our own 
struggle—the course our own struggle will 

take or the sacrifices that might lie ahead. 
We do know, however, that the defense 
of freedom is worth our sacrifice. We do 
know the love of freedom is the mightiest 
force of history. And we do know the cause 
of freedom will once again prevail. 

May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. at 
the Ronald Reagan Building and Inter-
national Trade Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Vin Weber, chairman, and Carl 
Gershman, president, National Endowment 
for Democracy; senior Al Qaida associate 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; 
Mohammed Bouyeri, who was convicted of 
the November 2, 2004, murder of film direc-
tor Theo van Gogh; Anneke van Gogh, moth-
er of Theo van Gogh; Abd al-Rahim al- 
Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations for the 
Persian Gulf; Nurjaman Riduan Isamuddin 
(also known as Hambali), Al Qaida’s chief 
operational planner in Southeast Asia, who 
was captured in Thailand on August 11, 2003; 
Abu Azzam, Al Qaida operative in Iraq; A.Q. 
Khan, former head of Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gram; President Pervez Musharraf of Paki-
stan; and former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. 

Remarks in a Tribute to National Review Magazine and William F. 
Buckley, Jr. 
October 6, 2005 

Thanks. I’m here to escort William F. 
Buckley, Jr., to lunch. [Laughter] But first 
I’ve got some things I want to say. It’s 
a honor to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of National Review and soon to be the 80th 
birthday of our honoree. You probably 
think this is a—the Yale Scholars Associa-
tion meeting. [Laughter] Actually, Bill 
Buckley did have an influence on me when 
I followed him at Yale. You might remem-

ber one of his famous quotes was that, 
‘‘The job of conservatives was to stand 
athwart history, yelling, ‘Stop.’ ’’ 
That’s the approach I took to most of my 
classes. [Laughter] 

I also do want to throw a little bouquet 
to him and let him know that all I’ve 
learned about the English language— 
[laughter]—at any rate, it’s good to wel-
come the Buckley family. Thank you all 
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for coming. It’s such an honor to have you 
all here. You’ve got a great family, and 
you’re a family of public service and a fam-
ily that has stood strong for what you be-
lieve, without wavering. I appreciate Dr. 
Kissinger and Dusty Rhodes and Ed 
Capano as well. It’s good to see you all. 

The interesting thing about Bill Buckley’s 
career is he’s a—obviously, not idle. He 
likes to do a lot of different things. He 
was an author, an editor, a spy, a novelist, 
a sailor, and a conductor. The most impor-
tant thing he did was to contribute to the 
realm of ideas for America. He was an en-
trepreneur. He kind of gathered up some 
dreamers and decided to do something. A 
lot of times dreamers don’t do anything; 
they just sit there and dream. He decided 
to do something, and he formed a magazine 
that helped move conservatism from the 
margins of American society into the Oval 
Office. That’s a significant contribution. 

The amazing thing is, is that sometimes 
it’s hard to be a leader because you hear 
all kinds of voices. He’s certainly heard dif-
ferent voices when he formed the National 
Review. He had an eclectic group of peo-
ple. That’s a Yale word. [Laughter] He had 
voices that included ex-communists who 
knew better than most the threat posed 
to America by the Soviet Union. He had 
voices such as free marketers who knew 
that markets could deliver better results 
than bureaucracies. He had voices from the 
traditionalists who understood that a Gov-
ernment by—of and by and for the people 
could not stand unless it stood on moral 
ground. They all different—represented a 
different strand of conservative thought. 
Yet, when they came together under the 
conductor’s baton, they made beautiful 
music. Congratulations for being a leader. 

I’m sure it’s hard for some of the young-
sters—unfortunately, that doesn’t include 
me anymore—[laughter]—to imagine the 
day when the only conservative game in 
Washington, DC, was Bill Buckley and the 
National Review. And today, we’ve got, of 
course, an abundance of conservative col-

umnists and radio hosts and television 
shows and think tanks and all kinds of orga-
nizations. I guess in an intellectual sense, 
you could say these are all Bill’s children. 
And like children, they grow up and go 
their own way. But I’m confident that the 
faithful advocates of the free enterprise sys-
tem, like those at the National Review, re-
gard the competition they have created as 
a good thing. I certainly hope so. 

It’s hard to believe that in 1955, the So-
viet Union was in full power, that Ronald 
Reagan was a Democrat, and the truth of 
the matter is, Bill, I was more interested 
in Willie Mays than I was in you. [Laugh-
ter] But a lot has changed in a brief period 
of time, when you think about it. Many 
of the more important changes of the 20th 
century happened because the National Re-
view stood strong, and that’s a fact—that’s 
a fact of history. 

I’m glad to know that the people of Na-
tional Review aren’t resting on their laurels. 
A sign of a good leader is somebody who 
can lay the foundation so that people are 
able to carry on. I think that’s going to 
be a legacy of Bill Buckley. He just didn’t 
show up and create something that 
cratered; he created something that stood 
the test of time and grew. 

The people of the National Review are 
determined to leave their mark on this new 
century, and we appreciate it. You got a 
lot of readers here in the West Wing. My 
admonition is to keep thinking, to keep 
writing, and keep working. 

I found another Buckley quote inter-
esting—when he wrote, with characteristic 
modesty, that did National Review not 
exist, no one would have invented it. 
[Laughter] I think it’s more accurate to 
say that only Bill Buckley could have in-
vented National Review. And that’s a tre-
mendous influence on American life that 
can be explained only by its unwavering 
trust and appeal of human freedom—this 
great understanding of the power of free-
dom to change societies and to lift up peo-
ple’s lives. 
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It is an honor to be here to thank you 
for your service. I want to thank you for 
leaving us a magazine and a group of think-
ers that will help make the advance of lib-
erty over the last 50 years look like a dress 
rehearsal for the next 50 years. 

May God bless the Buckley family. 
Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
former Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger; 
and Thomas L. ‘‘Dusty’’ Rhodes, president, 
board chairman, and chief executive officer, 
and Edward A. Capano, publisher and chief 
executive officer, National Review. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of 
Hungary and an Exchange With Reporters 
October 7, 2005 

President Bush. We’ll have opening state-
ments, and we’ll both take questions—two 
a side. 

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. I thank 
you for coming. We have just had a very 
lengthy discussion, and it should be a 
lengthy discussion. After all, we’re friends 
and allies. I appreciate very much your un-
derstanding of the importance of democ-
racy and freedom. I want to thank you for 
your leadership. 

I am pleased with the economic progress 
that you’ve made. I say ‘‘pleased’’ because 
there is a lot of U.S. investment in Hun-
gary. People have chosen to invest in Hun-
gary because it’s a place that honors rule 
of law. It’s got reasonable taxation and rea-
sonable regulation. I’m not surprised that 
the country has got a good economic envi-
ronment. After all, the Prime Minister is 
somebody who understands economics and 
business. And so congratulations on setting 
an environment that people—in which peo-
ple feel comfortable about investing. 

We talked about the world. And again, 
I want to thank Hungary for its contribu-
tions in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The Prime Minister also brought up 
some issues of concern to the people of 
Hungary, one of which, of course, is visa 
policy. He understands that his job, when 
talking to the President, is to—is to say, 
‘‘The people of my country’’—which he 

did—‘‘are concerned about the visa policy.’’ 
And I told him that we recognize that we 
need to move forward and work with our 
friend. We have set up a roadmap, a way 
forward, to make sure our visa policy works 
for the people of Hungary. 

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for bring-
ing up the issue. I assured him that I will 
continue to work with Secretary Rice to 
put a plan in place, to cooperate with Hun-
gary, and to have a plan in place that is 
a fair and reasonable plan for the people 
of Hungary. 

All in all, I found it to be a great visit. 
The visit, by the way, started yesterday 
when his good wife and my wife visit— 
had a—had a strong visit. She laid the 
groundwork for this diplomacy that’s being 
conducted today, and she did a great job. 
So welcome to you and your wife, here 
to America. 

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Mr. Presi-
dent, ladies and gentlemen, let me use my 
mother tongue, mainly because I would like 
all the Hungarian people understand what 
I’m saying here in the Oval Office. Please 
understand, just—Hungarian sometimes is 
very hard. 

[At this point, the Prime Minister continued 
his remarks in Hungarian, and they were 
translated by an interpreter.] 
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