
1518 

Oct. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

Message on the Observance of Ramadan 
October 4, 2005 

Laura and I send warm greetings to 
Muslims in the United States and through-
out the world as they begin the observance 
of Ramadan. 

The month of Ramadan, which com-
memorates the revelation of the Qur’an to 
the prophet Muhammed, is the holiest 
month of the Muslim year. It is a special 
time of reflection, fasting, and charity. It 
is also a time of spiritual growth and prayer 
and an occasion to remember the less for-
tunate by sharing God’s gifts with those 
in need. 

Throughout our history, America has 
been blessed by the contributions of people 
of many different faiths. Our Muslim citi-
zens have helped make our Nation a 
stronger and more hopeful place through 
their faith, generosity, and compassion. 

May this be a blessed Ramadan for Mus-
lims in the United States and around the 
world. Ramadan mubarak. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Memorandum on the African Burial Ground in New York City 
October 4, 2005 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Interior 

Subject: African Burial Ground, New York 
City 

The African Burial Ground, located in 
New York City, is a National Historic Land-
mark administered by the General Services 
Administration (GSA). This site includes 
objects of historic and scientific significance 
that may be appropriate for Federal protec-
tion through designation as a National 
Monument under the Antiquities Act of 
1906 (16 U.S.C. 431). 

The GSA’s archaeological research has 
identified over 400 human remains, along 
with associated artifacts dating back to the 
18th century. Further exploration at the 
discovered site may provide research on the 
experience of the African population in Co-
lonial New York. 

Accordingly, please provide me with an 
assessment of the historic and scientific sig-
nificance of the African Burial Ground and 
whether it may warrant permanent Federal 
protection through designation as a Na-
tional Monument. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Message to the Congress Extending the Period of Production of the Naval 
Petroleum Reserve 
October 4, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 7422(c)(2) of title 

10, United States Code, I am informing 

you of my decision to extend the period 
of production of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves for a period of 3 years from April 
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5, 2006, the expiration date of the currently 
authorized period of production. 

Attached is a copy of the report prepared 
by my Administration investigating the ne-
cessity of continued production of the re-
serves consistent with section 7422(c)(2)(B) 
of title 10. In light of the findings con-

tained in the report, I certify that contin-
ued production from the Naval Petroleum 
Reserves is in the national interest. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 4, 2005. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary of Defense Donald H. 
Rumsfeld 
October 5, 2005 

The President. I just had a briefing from 
Secretary Rumsfeld and General Pace on 
our ongoing operations in the western part 
of Iraq. As you know, we’re on the offense 
against insurgents and terrorists. We fully 
understand they intend to disrupt the con-
stitutional process, or will try to do so, as 
well as stop the progress of democracy. 
And part of the way the Pentagon and the 
folks on the ground are going to deal with 
it is to stay on the offense, and that’s what’s 
taking place. 

I was also pleased to hear there are 3,000 
Iraqi forces in the fight, that they’re doing 
a fine job out there, that they’re—they 
make a difference on the battlefield. 

We also have General Petraeus with us, 
who has served incredibly well in Iraq. His 
job was to help U.S. forces and coalition 
forces train the Iraqis so they can take the 
fight to the enemy. He briefed me and 
will be briefing the country at the Pentagon 
here a little later on, about the strong 
progress that we’re making, that we’ve re-
cruited a lot of folks, but we’ve got more 
than just recruitment going on. We’ve got 
a quality control program in place to make 
sure that the troops we train are capable 
of taking the fight to the enemy. Over 30 
percent of the Iraqi troops are in the lead 
on these offensive operations. We’ve got 
troops embedded with them, and it’s im-
portant for the training mission. But, never-
theless, the Iraqis are showing more and 

more capability to take the fight to the 
enemy. And that’s how we’re going to suc-
ceed in helping democracy become estab-
lished in Iraq. 

I’ve told the American people all along, 
our troops will stay there as long as nec-
essary. We’ll do the job. We’ll train these 
folks, and as they become more capable, 
we will be able to bring folks home with 
the honor they’ve earned. 

And we’re seeing progress on the 
ground, and we’re also seeing political 
progress on the ground. The constitution 
has been written. Folks will have a chance 
to vote it up or down here this month. 
And then there will be elections, if the 
constitution is approved, for a permanent 
government. 

So on the one hand, we’re making 
progress when it comes to training Iraqis 
to take the fight to the enemy. We’re bring-
ing the enemy to justice. We’re on the of-
fense. On the other hand, democracy is 
moving forward in a part of the world that 
is so desperate for democracy and so des-
perate for freedom. 

And so, General, I want to thank you 
for your service—General Petraeus. 

Lt. Gen. Petraeus. Thank you, sir. 
The President. Thank you for your serv-

ice too. But thank you for your service. 
You’ve done a fine job. 

Lt. Gen. Petraeus. Thank you, sir. 
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