
1500 

Sept. 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

Dick’s former bosses described him this 
way, ‘‘He’s a level-headed guy. He doesn’t 
panic. He eats pressure for breakfast, and 
he doesn’t have a personal agenda.’’ Gen-
eral Tommy Franks called him a ‘‘solid an-
chor in the building.’’ A former colleague 
said he knew Dick Myers was down to 
earth when he saw the four-star general 
standing in line at the Pentagon cafeteria. 
Those who served alongside General Myers 
admired the dignity and purpose he 
brought to the job, and they’ll always be 
proud to know one of America’s best Chair-
men of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Another of General Myers’s many 
strengths is his ability to bring out the tal-
ents of those around him. For the past 
4 years, he has encouraged and benefited 
from the superb work of all the Joint 
Chiefs, especially his Vice Chairman. Gen-
eral Pace has shown himself to be a bril-
liant thinker and an inspiring leader. His 
life is a story of the American Dream. 
From his early years in Brooklyn and New 
Jersey to his days as a Midshipman in An-
napolis, to his decades of service in Viet-
nam and Thailand and South Korea and 
Somalia and elsewhere, in every place he 
has been, Pete Pace has impressed those 
around him with his bravery, his knowl-
edge, and his devotion to duty. 

As Chairman, his leadership will build 
on the vital work set into motion under 
General Myers. I look forward to wit-
nessing his swearing-in and to calling him 
the first Marine ever to hold America’s 
highest military office. 

Forty years ago, Second Lieutenant Dick 
Myers left Manhattan, Kansas, with an Air 
Force commission and the beautiful wife 
he married in the university chapel. Over 
the decades, Dick soared into the wild blue 
yonder and climbed to the highest ranks 
of the United States Armed Forces. He 
led our military to historic achievements 
in some of the most trying times America 
has known, and today he retires with the 
pride and appreciation of our entire Nation. 

General Myers, I want to thank you for 
a lifetime of service to the United States. 
You have done your part to build a more 
peaceful world for our children and our 
grandchildren, and we will always be grate-
ful. 

My God bless you and your family, and 
may God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:41 on 
Summerall Field at Fort Myer. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. Tommy R. 
Franks, USA (Ret.), former commander, 
U.S. Central Command. 

Message on the Observance of Rosh Hashanah, 5766 
September 30, 2005 

I send greetings to all those observing 
Rosh Hashanah. 

On this holy occasion, Jews around the 
world are called by the sound of the Shofar 
to gather in celebration of the beginning 
of the New Year and the creation of all 
life. For the Jewish people, this marks the 
beginning of the Days of Awe, a special 
time to reflect on the past year and wel-
come the year to come. 

It is also a time to reflect on the history 
of the Jewish people, from the days of 
Abraham to the present, and remember 
God’s faithfulness to them. This year, we 
mark the completion of an especially joyous 
occasion, the 350th year of Jewish life in 
America. Throughout America’s history, 
Jewish Americans have strengthened and 
enriched the character of our Nation. 
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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Oct. 1 

Laura and I send our best wishes for 
a blessed Rosh Hashanah. L’shanah tovah. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 1, 2005 

Good morning. This week I met with 
the generals who are overseeing our efforts 
in Iraq—Generals Abizaid and Casey—to 
discuss our strategy for victory. They up-
dated me on the operations in Baghdad 
last weekend, in which Iraqi and coalition 
forces tracked down and killed the second 
most wanted Al Qaida leader in Iraq. This 
brutal killer was a top lieutenant of the 
terrorist Zarqawi. He was also one of the 
terrorists responsible for the recent wave 
of attacks in the Iraqi capital, which is part 
of the terrorist campaign to halt political 
progress in Iraq, by stopping this month’s 
referendum on the Iraqi constitution. 

Our strategy in Iraq is clear: We’re hunt-
ing down deadly terrorist leaders. We’re 
conducting aggressive counterterrorism op-
erations in the areas where the terrorists 
are concentrated. We are constantly adapt-
ing our tactics to the changing tactics of 
the terrorists, and we’re training more Iraqi 
forces to assume increasing responsibility 
for their country’s security. 

The growing size and increasing capa-
bility of the Iraqi security forces are help-
ing our coalition address a challenge we 
have faced since the beginning of the war. 
It used to be that after we cleared the 
terrorists out of a city, there were not 
enough qualified Iraqi troops to maintain 
control. So if we left to conduct missions 
in other areas of Iraq, the terrorists would 
try to move back in. Now the increasing 
number of more capable Iraqi troops has 
allowed us to keep a better hold on the 
cities we have taken from the terrorists. 
The Iraqi troops know their people and 
their language, and they know who the ter-

rorists are. By leaving Iraqi units in the 
cities we have cleared out, we can keep 
those cities safe, while moving on to hunt 
down the terrorists in other parts of the 
country. 

We used this approach recently in Iraq’s 
northwest region, where Iraqi and coalition 
forces targeted an area that was one of 
the main routes for foreign terrorists enter-
ing Iraq from Syria. During operations in 
the key town of Tall ‘Afar, Iraqi security 
forces outnumbered coalition forces for the 
first time in a major offensive operation. 
Because of our joint efforts, hundreds of 
insurgents and terrorists have been killed 
or captured or flushed out, and our contin-
ued efforts will make it more difficult for 
foreign terrorists to enter Iraq. 

As part of our strategy, Iraqi forces have 
stayed behind in Tall ‘Afar to ensure that 
the terrorists cannot return and regroup. 
And coalition and Iraqi troops are pursuing 
the terrorists in western Iraq, working to 
deny Al Qaida a safe haven there and to 
stop terrorists from crossing into the coun-
try through Syria. 

I’m encouraged by the increasing size 
and capability of the Iraqi security forces. 
Today, they have more than 100 battalions 
operating throughout the country, and our 
commanders report that the Iraqi forces 
are serving with increasing effectiveness. In 
fact, this week coalition forces were able 
to turn over security responsibility for one 
of Iraq’s largest cities, Karbala, to Iraqi sol-
diers. As Iraqi forces show they’re capable 
of fighting the terrorists, they are earning 
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