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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Sept. 28 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:36 p.m. at 
Chennault International Airport. In his re-

marks, he referred to Gov. Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana. 

Remarks on the War on Terror 
September 28, 2005 

Good morning. I just had a good meeting 
with Generals Abizaid and Casey. We dis-
cussed the war on terror in which this 
country is engaged. General Abizaid talked 
about the global scope of this war. He 
talked about the nature of an enemy we 
face, an enemy which is ruthless and brutal, 
an enemy which has got strategic goals and 
tactics necessary to achieve those goals. We 
also talked about the fact that we’re deter-
mined to defeat the enemy. We discussed 
our strategy for victory in Iraq as well. 
After all, Iraq is a key battlefront in this 
war on terror. 

I asked the Generals to go up to Capitol 
Hill to brief Members of the House and 
Senate on our strategy for victory, on our 
operations in Iraq. They updated me on 
what recently took place in Baghdad, in 
which Iraqi and coalition forces tracked 
down and killed Abu Azzam, the second 
most wanted Al Qaida leader in Iraq. This 
guy is a brutal killer. He was one of 
Zarqawi’s top lieutenants. He was reported 
to be the top operational commander of 
Al Qaida in Baghdad. He is one of the 
terrorists responsible for the recent upsurge 
in attacks in the Iraqi capital, which is part 
of their campaign to stop a referendum 
on the Iraqi constitution and is part of their 
efforts to break the will of the American 
people and the will of our coalition. 

Our strategy is clear in Iraq. We are 
hunting down high-value targets like Azzam 
and Zarqawi. We’re coordinating aggressive 
counterterrorism operations in the areas 
where the terrorists are concentrated. 
We’re constantly adapting our tactics to the 
changing tactics of the terrorists. We’re 
training more Iraqi forces to assume in-

creasing responsibility for their country’s se-
curity. 

The growing size and increasing capa-
bility of the Iraqi security forces are help-
ing our coalition address a challenge we 
have faced since the beginning of the war. 
And General Casey discussed this with us 
in the Oval Office. 

See, it used to be after we cleared the 
terrorists out of a city, there wasn’t enough 
qualified Iraqi troops to maintain control, 
so when we left to conduct other missions, 
the terrorists would move back in. Now, 
the increasing number of more capable 
Iraqi troops has allowed us to better hold 
onto the cities we have taken from the ter-
rorists. The Iraqi troops know their people. 
They know their language, and they know 
who the terrorists are. By leaving Iraqi 
units in the cities we’ve cleared out, we 
can keep the cities safe while we move 
on to hunt down the terrorists in other 
parts of the country. 

We saw such success in the country’s 
northwest region, where Iraqi and coalition 
forces recently targeted an area that was 
one of the main routes that foreign terror-
ists use to enter Iraq from Syria. During 
the operations in the key town of Tall ‘Afar, 
Iraqi security forces outnumbered coalition 
forces for the first time in a major offensive 
operation. General Casey brought us up to 
date on that operation. Because of our joint 
efforts, hundreds of terrorists have been 
killed or captured or flushed, which makes 
it more difficult for the foreign terrorists 
to enter Iraq through the northwest route. 

As part of General Casey’s strategy, Iraqi 
forces remain in Tall ‘Afar to ensure that 
the terrorists are not allowed to return and 
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regroup. Coalition and Iraqi troops are on 
the hunt for terrorists in western Iraq. 
We’re on the offense. We have a plan to 
win. We’re working to stop those terrorists 
from crossing into the country through 
Syria, and we’re denying safe haven to Al 
Qaida in the Anbar Province. 

Members of Congress will get the latest 
information about our strategy, and I want 
to thank them for taking time out of their 
schedules to listen to these two Generals. 
They will hear about the strategy and the 
progress in increasing the size and capa-
bility of the Iraqi security forces. At this 
moment, more than a dozen Iraqi battalions 
have completed training and are conducting 
antiterrorist operations in Ramadi and 
Fallujah. More than 20 battalions are oper-
ating in Baghdad, and some have taken the 
lead in operations in major sectors of the 
city. 

In total, more than 100 battalions are 
operating throughout Iraq. Our com-
manders report that the Iraqi forces are 
operating with increasing effectiveness. As 
Iraqi forces show they’re capable of keep-
ing the terrorists out, they’re earning the 
trust and confidence of the Iraqi people, 
which ensures the success of a free and 
democratic Iraq. 

The terrorists have a history of escalating 
their attacks before Iraq’s major political 
milestones. Two key elections are fast ap-
proaching. As these milestones approach, 
we can expect there to be increasing vio-
lence from the terrorists. They can’t stand 
elections. The thought of people voting is 
an anathema to them. You see, democracy 
and freedom are the exact opposite of 
what’s in their mind, in their vision. 

Next month the Iraqis will vote on a 
democratic constitution. If that constitution 

is approved, they will return to polls later 
this year to elect a fully constitutional gov-
ernment. The terrorists will fail. See, the 
Iraqis want to be free. They proved that 
last January when over 8 million citizens, 
in the face of violence and threats, voted. 
And the terrorists are going to fail this 
time. But we can expect they’ll do every-
thing in their power to try to stop the 
march of freedom. And our troops are 
ready for it. 

I urge the Members of Congress to at-
tend the briefings with General Abizaid and 
Casey. I urge them to ask questions about 
our efforts in Iraq and to listen carefully 
about the type of war we fight. The support 
of Congress for our troops and our mission 
is important, and Americans need to know 
about the gains we’ve made in recent weeks 
and months. They need to know the way 
we’re adopting our tactics and the way 
we’re changing our strategy to meet the 
needs on the ground. 

As Members of Congress speak with 
Generals Abizaid and Casey, I’m confident 
they’ll see what I see—our leaders, these 
two Generals are men of vision and deter-
mination, and it is their leadership that is 
helping bring victory in the war on terror. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gen. John P. Abizaid, 
USA, commander, U.S. Central Command; 
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the France- 
United States Taxation Convention 
September 28, 2005 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith a Protocol Amending the 
Convention Between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the French Republic for the 
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Pre-
vention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to 
Taxes on Income and Capital, signed at 
Paris on August 31, 1994 (the ‘‘Conven-
tion’’), signed at Washington on December 
8, 2004 (the ‘‘Protocol’’). Also transmitted 
for the information of the Senate is the 
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Protocol. 

The Protocol was negotiated to address 
certain technical issues that have arisen 
since the Convention entered into force. 
The Protocol was concluded in recognition 

of the importance of U.S. economic rela-
tions with France. 

The Protocol clarifies the treatment of 
investments made in France by U.S. inves-
tors through partnerships located in the 
United States, France, or third countries. 
It also modifies the provisions of the treaty 
dealing with pensions and pension con-
tributions in order to achieve parity given 
the two countries’ fundamentally different 
pension systems. The Protocol makes other 
changes to the Convention to reflect more 
closely current U.S. tax treaty policy. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to this Protocol 
and that the Senate give its advice and 
consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 28, 2005. 

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for John G. Roberts, Jr., as Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States 
September 29, 2005 

The President. Good afternoon and wel-
come to the White House. Laura and I 
are pleased that all of you could join us 
in witnessing a very meaningful event in 
the life of our Nation. It’s a rare privilege 
to welcome seven current Justices of the 
Supreme Court. Thank you all for coming. 
We also welcome Mrs. Thurgood Marshall 
and Mrs. Potter Stewart. 

It was 19 years ago, almost to the day, 
that Chief Justice William Rehnquist took 
the oath of office in this very room with 
President Ronald Reagan as a witness. 
Each gathering of this kind is an historic 
occasion for our country and gives eloquent 

testimony to the wisdom and continuity of 
the system created by the Framers. 

In a few moments, John Roberts will 
take his place in a distinguished line that 
began in 1789, when President Washington 
appointed Chief Justice John Jay. This is 
a proud day for John Roberts’s family. We 
extend a special welcome to his wife, Jane, 
their daughter, Josie, and son, Jack— 
[laughter]—a fellow who is comfortable 
with the cameras. [Laughter] Also with us 
are the Judge’s mom and dad, Rosemary 
and Jack Roberts; two of his sisters, Peggy 
and Barbara, as well as other members of 
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