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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Sept. 15 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission 
September 15, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the report containing 

the recommendations of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission pur-
suant to sections 2903 and 2914 of the De-
fense Base Closure and Realignment Act 
of 1990, Public Law 101–510, 104 Stat. 
1810, as amended. That report includes 
changes referenced in errata sheets sub-
mitted to me by the Commission, including 
the enclosed errata sheets dated September 
8, September 9, September 12, and Sep-
tember 13, 2005. 

I note that I am in receipt of a letter 
from Chairman Principi, dated September 
8, 2005, regarding a district court injunc-
tion then in effect relating to the Bradley 
International Airport Air Guard Station in 
Windsor Locks, Connecticut. Chairman 
Principi’s letter states that, as a result of 
that injunction, ‘‘you should consider the 
portion of Recommendation 85 . . . that 

recommends realignment of the Con-
necticut 103rd Fighter Wing withdrawn 
from the Commission’s report.’’ The Chair-
man’s letter further states that ‘‘[i]f the 
court’s injunction is later vacated, reversed, 
stayed, or otherwise withdrawn, it is the 
intent of the Commission that the entirety 
of the recommendation be a part of the 
Commission’s report.’’ On September 9, 
2005, the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit granted a stay of 
the district court’s injunction. Because the 
injunction is no longer in effect, Rec-
ommendation 85 in its entirety is part of 
the Commission’s report. 

I certify that I approve all the rec-
ommendations contained in the Commis-
sion’s report. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 15, 2005. 

Address to the Nation on Hurricane Katrina Recovery From New Orleans, 
Louisiana 
September 15, 2005 

Good evening. I’m speaking to you from 
the city of New Orleans, nearly empty, still 
partly under water, and waiting for life and 
hope to return. Eastward from Lake Pont-
chartrain, across the Mississippi coast to 
Alabama into Florida, millions of lives were 
changed in a day by a cruel and wasteful 
storm. 

In the aftermath, we have seen fellow 
citizens left stunned and uprooted, search-
ing for loved ones and grieving for the dead 
and looking for meaning in a tragedy that 
seems so blind and random. We’ve also wit-

nessed the kind of desperation no citizen 
of this great and generous Nation should 
ever have to know, fellow Americans calling 
out for food and water, vulnerable people 
left at the mercy of criminals who had no 
mercy, and the bodies of the dead lying 
uncovered and untended in the street. 

These days of sorrow and outrage have 
also been marked by acts of courage and 
kindness that make all Americans proud. 
Coast Guard and other personnel rescued 
tens of thousands of people from flooded 
neighborhoods. Religious congregations and 
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