AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Sept. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel

in New York City
September 14, 2005

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister,
thank you. I'm looking forward to our
meeting. I've said several times publicly
that I am inspired by your courageous deci-
sion to give peace a chance. And I know
it was hard, but I admire your courage.
And T look forward to talking to you about
how we can get on the roadmap.

One thing is essential, and the world
must hear, that now is the time for Pal-
estinians to come together and establish a
Government that will be peaceful with
Israel, and that Gaza is a good chance to
start. And I know that the Israeli Govern-
ment wants to see that happen as well.

The world needs to help the Palestinians;
the Arab neighbors need to help the Pal-

estinians develop an economy. Now is the
time for people to step up. It's an oppor-
tunity that was created by a bold decision,
and I want to work together to see the
vision of peace come to be.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for
being here.

Prime Minister Sharon. Thank you, Mr.
President. I'm glad to meet with you again,
and I'm glad that we are working together
in order to achieve peace in our region.

President Bush. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:22 a.m. at
the United Nations Headquarters.
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Thank you, Madam President. I appre-
ciate all the members of the Security Coun-
cil for participating in this summit. Our
presence here reaffirms the seriousness of
the challenges we face and our deter-
mined—determination to confront them.

We meet just over 2 months after the
terror attacks in London, 1 year after the
terrorist massacre of schoolchildren in
Beslan, and 4 years after the terrorist attack
in this city. Acts of terrorism like these
emerge from a radical ideology that toler-
ates no dissent and justifies the murder of
innocent people as the best way to achieve
its goals.

Today we support a resolution sponsored
by the United Kingdom that condemns the
incitement of terrorist acts and calls on all
states to take appropriate steps to end such
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incitement. I want to thank the Prime
Minister and his government for their hard
work on this issue. The United States of
America strongly supports the implementa-
tion of this resolution.

We have a solemn obligation. We have
a solemn obligation to stop terrorism in
its early stages. We have a solemn obliga-
tion to defend our citizens against ter-
rorism, to attack terrorist networks and de-
prive them of any safe haven, to promote
an ideology of freedom and tolerance that
will refute the dark vision of the terrorists.

We must do all we can to disrupt each
stage of planning and support for terrorist
acts. Each of us must act, consistent with
past Security Council resolutions, to freeze
terrorists” assets, to deny terrorists freedom
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