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On September the 11th, 2001, America
lost New York City Police Officer Moira
Smith. Moira is remembered by friends for
her fearless spirit on and off the job. She
ran with the bulls in Spain. And in 1991,
she ran into a subway tunnel to rescue doz-
ens of people trapped in one of the worst
subway accidents in New York history. On
September the 11th, 2001, she ran toward
danger once again, into the burning towers
of the World Trade Center. A broker she
helped to safety remembers her steady blue
eyes and her even voice. The next day’s
papers carried an image of Moira helping
an injured man out of the tower, before
she rushed back in to save others. And
the tower collapsed around her. One of
Moira’s colleagues said, “She could have
saved herself, but nothing would have
stopped her saving one more person.”

These are some of the examples, only
a few of the examples, of the extraordinary
bravery that took place that day. All the
brave men and women we recognize today
brought credit to the uniform and honor
to the United States of America.

And one way our Nation can honor their
sacrifice is to win the war on terror. On
September the 11th, 2001, we saw the fu-
ture that terrorists intend for us. And I
made a decision. America will not wait to
be attacked again. We will take the fight

The President’s Radio Address
September 10, 2005

Good morning. On Sunday, our Nation
will observe the fourth anniversary of the
September the 11th terrorist attacks. Every
American has memories of that day that
will never leave them. We remember the
images of fire and terror at the Pentagon,
in Pennsylvania, and in the heart of New
York City.

We remember the ruthlessness of those
who murdered the innocent and took joy

1412

to the enemy, and well defend our free-
dom.

And since that day we've taken the fight
to the enemy. We're hunting down the ter-
rorists in mountains in Afghanistan, in tribal
regions of Pakistan, in the deserts of Iraq,
and on islands of Southeast Asia, and the
Horn of Africa. We're fighting the terror-
ists, and we're fighting their murderous ide-
ology by spreading the hope of freedom
across the broader Middle East. Free na-
tions are peaceful nations, and by advancing
freedom’s cause, we are laying the founda-
tion of peace for our children and our
grandchildren.

We will succeed. And the legacy of peace
and freedom we leave behind will be the
greatest memorial to your fallen family
members and friends.

The heroes of September the 11th will
not be here to see that day. But their
moms and dads and children and grand-
children can know, a proud America will
always stand in the long shadow of their
service and sacrifice, and a proud nation
will always remember them.

May God bless you all, and may God
forever bless the memories of those who
sacrificed on behalf of our citizens.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

in their suffering. We remember the cour-
age of the police and firefighters and res-
cue personnel who rushed into burning
buildings to save lives, knowing they might
never emerge. And we remember the vic-
tims, moms and dads, sons and daughters,
brothers and sisters, husbands and wives,
and the loved ones they left behind.

As night fell on America on September
the 11th, 2001, we felt grief and great
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sorrow. Yet we also saw that while the ter-
rorists could kill the innocent, they could
not defeat the spirit of our Nation. The
despair and tragedy of that day were over-
come by displays of selflessness, courage,
and compassion.

And in the days and weeks that followed,
America answered history’s call to bring
justice to our enemies and to ensure the
survival and success of liberty. And that
mission continues today.

Four years later, Americans remember
the fears and uncertainty and confusion of
that terrible morning. But above all, we
remember the resolve of our Nation to de-
fend our freedom, rebuild a wounded city,
and care for our neighbors in need.

Today, America is confronting another
disaster that has caused destruction and loss
of life. This time the devastation resulted
not from the malice of evil men but from
the fury of water and wind.

Hurricane Katrina flattened entire towns
along our gulf coast and left one of Amer-
ica’s most storied cities under water. Tens
of thousands have lost homes and loved
ones and all their earthly possessions. The
storm took countless lives and forced hun-
dreds of thousands of people to flee from
their communities, with no assurance of re-
turning soon.

Once more, our hearts ache for our fel-
low citizens, and many are left with ques-
tions about the future. Yet we are again
being reminded that adversity brings out
the best in the American spirit. In this time
of great suffering, we have seen the cour-
age and determination of rescue personnel
who willingly risk their lives to save the
lives of others. We have seen the spirit
of America’s armies of compassion who
have rallied in response to this tragedy.
Faith-based organizations and community
groups and individual citizens across the
country are caring for those affected by
the storm and comforting those whose
loved ones are lost or missing. Across our
country, Americans are generously opening

their homes and hearts to their brothers
and sisters in need.

To find out how you can help, I urge
you to visit usafreedomcorps.gov or call 1-
877-USA-CORPS. The citizens of the gulf
coast can count on their fellow Americans
in this time of trial, and their Government
is standing with them as well.

This week I signed legislation providing
an additional $52 billion for response and
recovery efforts. We have already begun
distributing $2,000 in emergency relief to
every displaced household, money they can
use immediately for food, clothing, and
other essentials. I have also called for all
people from disaster areas to be granted
special evacuee status, making it easier for
them to collect Federal benefits like food
stamps and Medicaid wherever they are in
America.

We are assisting the victims of Hurricane
Katrina, and we will help the people of
the gulf coast recover from adversity. De-
spite all they've endured, the people of that
region are determined to rebuild their
homes and reclaim their lives, and their
fellow Americans are determined to help
them. To accomplish the difficult work
ahead of us, our Nation will call upon our
vast resources and the ingenuity of our citi-
zens, and these will be required in full
measure.

Our greatest resource in such times is
the compassionate character of the Amer-
ican people, because even the most de-
structive storm cannot weaken the heart
and soul of our Nation. America will over-
come this ordeal, and we will be stronger
for it. Even in the deepest darkness, we
can see the light of hope, and the light
shows us the way forward. We will honor
the memory of those we have lost. We will
comfort the victims of Katrina, and we will
make the gulf coast more vibrant than ever.

In all that lies before us, may God watch
over the United States of America.

Thank you for listening.
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NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on September 9 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
September 10. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary

on September 9 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Memorandum on the 2005 Combined Federal Campaign

September 9, 2005

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: 2005 Combined Federal Campaign

The Secretary of Transportation, Norman
Y. Mineta, has agreed to serve as the Chair
of the 2005 Combined Federal Campaign
of the National Capital Area (CFC-NCA).
I ask you to enthusiastically support the
CFC by personally chairing the campaign
in your agency and by encouraging top
agency officials around the country to do
the same.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to

support thousands of worthy charities. Pub-
lic servants not only contribute to the cam-
paign but also assume leadership roles to
ensure its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm
will help positively influence thousands of
employees and will result in another suc-
cessful campaign.

GEORGE W. BusH
NoTE: This memorandum was released by

the Office of the Press Secretary on Sep-
tember 12.

Remarks on the Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and an Exchange With

Reporters in New Orleans, Louisiana

September 12, 2005

The President. 1 want to thank the
Governor for joining us today and thank
the mayor for joining us. My impression
of New Orleans is this, that there is a re-
covery on the way. There’s progress being
made, but there’s a lot of serious and hard
work that’s yet to be done.

I was briefed today about the search and
rescue that continues. I was also briefed
about the different projects that are taking
place: the containment of an oil spill; the
electricity that’s beginning to be turned
back on. The mayor is anxious, of course,
to get parts of his city up and running,
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but he’s also mindful that there’s a lot of
work to be done for that to happen.
General Honore and Admiral Allen
briefed us as well about the close coordina-
tion between the Federal Government,
State government, and local government, all
aimed at solving problems. And we just
came through an area that had had substan-
tial water in it, and the dewatering is an
indication that the city is moving forward.
But I'll repeat, we got a lot of work to
do, a whole lot of work to do. And my
pledge again to the Governor and the
mayor is, the Federal Government will
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