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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Sept. 1 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Former President George H.W. Bush 
and Former President William J. Clinton 
September 1, 2005 

Relief Efforts for Hurricane Katrina 

Good afternoon. Thanks for coming. I’m 
honored to be with former Presidents Bush 
and Clinton. Thank you all for being here. 

We just spent some time talking about 
the devastation caused by Hurricane 
Katrina. I brought them up to date on what 
I know about the latest developments there 
on the ground. We’re united in our sym-
pathy. We’re united in our determination 
to help the good people that have been 
affected by this hurricane. 

I’m in close contact with Secretary 
Chertoff. He was in the Oval Office earlier 
today. He’s in close contact with FEMA 
Director Brown. 

I want to make sure I fully understand 
the relief efforts and the extent of the relief 
efforts and the progress of the relief efforts. 
After all, we’re dealing with one of the 
largest relief efforts in our Nation’s history, 
and the Federal Government has got an 
important role to play. Our first priority, 
of course, is to save lives. There are over 
80 FEMA teams that have been deployed 
to the gulf coast to conduct search and 
rescue missions. I want to thank those who 
are working long hours, for their dedication 
to saving lives. We’ve got Coast Guard folks 
and Navy and Army and Air Force and 
National Guardsmen from many different 
States that are delivering needed supplies 
and providing the rescue missions, trying 
to reach those in danger. 

We’re working hard to repair the 
breaches in the levees. Federal, State, and 
local agencies are also cooperating to sus-
tain life. That means getting food and water 
to those who are stranded. Medical per-
sonnel and local officials are helping hos-
pital patients and people gathered in the 
Superdome to evacuate. Again, I want to 
thank the folks in Texas for welcoming 

those people. Bus caravans are shuttling 
back and forth between Houston and New 
Orleans to get those folks to Houston. Law 
enforcement and National Guardsmen and 
local leaders are working to restore public 
order. 

Earlier today, General Blum along with 
Mike Chertoff gave me a briefing about 
the number of guards-folks trained in po-
lice work that will be moving into New 
Orleans as well as other law enforcement 
officials from around the area. As we speak, 
people are moving into the New Orleans 
area to maintain law and order. I thank 
them for their good work. Government 
agencies are working with faith-based and 
community groups to find shelters for thou-
sands of displaced persons. 

And finally, we’re moving forward with 
a comprehensive recovery strategy. We’re 
working hard to restore electric power, re-
pair transportation infrastructure, restart 
energy production, and of course, strategize 
as to how to provide housing for these 
folks. 

I met with Chairman Greenspan at lunch 
as well as the economic team to evaluate 
the impact of Hurricane Katrina. We par-
ticularly spent a lot of time talking about 
the damage done to our energy infrastruc-
ture and its effect on the availability and 
price of gasoline. In our judgment, we view 
this storm as a temporary disruption that 
is being addressed by the Government and 
by the private sector. We’ve taken imme-
diate steps to address the issue. The Sec-
retary of Energy is approving loans of crude 
oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 
The EPA has provided a temporary, nation-
wide waiver for fuel requirements so sup-
plies of gasoline can move more easily with-
in our country and so that we can attract 
more gasoline from overseas. 
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We’re also working with energy compa-
nies to repair and reactivate major refin-
eries and pipelines. The good folks must 
understand that major refineries have been 
shut down, which means it’s going to be 
hard to get gasoline to some markets. 
We’re working to help these pipelines get 
up and running. Pipelines carry refined 
product. 

And so we’re working with the majors— 
major oil companies to get the—with Colo-
nial Pipeline so they can carry the products 
of the major oil companies, the refined 
products. Right now the Colonial Pipeline, 
which is a major pipeline serving the east 
coast, is back in operation but only at 50- 
percent capacity. We anticipate that as the 
days go by, more and more of that capacity 
will be restored. Other major pipelines are 
coming back online. But as I said, we’re 
going to have a temporary disruption of 
gasoline product. 

Another challenge we face is that the 
downed pipelines are causing the need to 
transport gasoline to needed markets by 
ship. Under current law, shipping between 
American ports can only take place on 
American ships, and there are currently not 
enough American ships to move the oil and 
gasoline to where it’s needed. So today I’ve 
instructed Secretary of Homeland Security 
Chairman Chertoff to temporarily waive 
this requirement, so foreign ships can also 
help distribute oil and gasoline to where 
it’s needed. Today’s action will further help 
us move gasoline to accommodate the de-
mands of the American citizens. 

Steps we’re taking will help address the 
problem of availability, but it’s not going 
to solve it. Americans should be prudent 
in their use of energy during the course 
of the next few weeks. Don’t buy gas if 
you don’t need it. 

This recovery is going to be a long proc-
ess. It’s going to take a lot of hard work 
and patience and resolve. It’s also going 
to require a lot of money. And the Federal 
Government will do its part, but the private 
sector needs to do its part as well. And 

that’s why I’ve asked Presidents Bush and 
Clinton to lead a nationwide fundraising ef-
fort to help the victims of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

In the days ahead, the former Presidents 
will ask Americans to open their hearts and 
their wallets to help those in need. And 
they’re going to talk to large corporations 
and small businesses and individual citizens 
across the Nation. The contributions will 
benefit the relief organizations that are 
doing vital work on the ground. We’re 
going to take a look and make sure that 
the money raised is money needed. Right 
now if our fellow citizens want to help, 
they ought to give a cash donation to the 
Red Cross, which they can find at phone 
number 1–800–HELP–NOW. 

I was so proud of the efforts that Presi-
dent Clinton and President Bush did to 
help the victims of the tsunami relief. Our 
country marveled at their capacity to rally 
our citizens and to work together. And once 
again, I’ve asked them to work to help the 
needs of those who hurt. And once again, 
I’m confident that the American people will 
respond. 

I know this is an agonizing time, or we 
all know this is an agonizing time for the 
people of the gulf coast. I ask their contin-
ued patience as recovery operations unfold. 
I can assure them that the thoughts and 
prayers of the entire Nation are with them 
and their loved ones. I’m also confident 
that when it’s all said and done, the efforts 
to rebuild the great city of New Orleans 
and to rebuild those communities in Mis-
sissippi and to help the folks in Alabama 
will make this Nation a stronger place. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen. H. Steven 
Blum, Chief, National Guard Bureau. 
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Memorandum on Assistance to Federal Employees Affected by Hurricane 
Katrina 
September 1, 2005 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: Assistance to Federal Employees 
Affected by Hurricane Katrina 

I have directed the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) to establish an emer-
gency leave transfer program to assist em-
ployees affected by Hurricane Katrina. The 

emergency leave transfer program will per-
mit employees in an executive agency to 
donate unused annual leave for transfer to 
employees of the same or other agencies 
who have been adversely affected by Hurri-
cane Katrina and who need additional time 
off from work without having to use their 
own paid leave. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Appropriation for Response and Recovery Efforts in Areas 
Struck by Hurricane Katrina 
September 1, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
As I informed the Nation yesterday, we 

are dealing with one of the worst natural 
disasters in our country’s history. Residents 
of the Gulf Coast States affected by the 
hurricane have lost loved ones, have lost 
homes, and have been displaced from their 
communities. My Administration is com-
mitted to ensuring that they will have the 
full support of the Federal Government. 

Due to the catastrophic nature of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I am asking the Congress to 
consider expeditiously the enclosed request, 
totaling $10.5 billion, for an emergency FY 
2005 supplemental appropriation for the 
Departments of Homeland Security and 
Defense. These funds will ensure that Fed-
eral response and recovery efforts continue 
uninterrupted. 

I hereby designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. This request responds to ur-
gent needs associated with immediate re-
sponse and recovery efforts associated with 
Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Alabama, and other affected areas. 

The enclosed request requires immediate 
action by the Congress to ensure that the 
Federal response to this disaster continues 
uninterrupted. I anticipate making a further 
request in the coming weeks that will pro-
vide for a comprehensive response and re-
covery effort after fully assessing the impact 
of the hurricane. The details of this request 
are set forth in the enclosed letter from 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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