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That choice—this is the choice we face:
Do we return to the pre-September the
11th mindset of isolation and retreat, or
do we continue to take the fight to the
enemy and support our allies in the broader
Middle East? I've made my decision. We
will stay on the offensive. We will stand
with the people of Iraq, and we will prevail.

We will prevail because this generation
is determined to meet the threats of our
time. We will prevail because this genera-
tion wants to leave a more hopeful world
for our children and grandchildren. We will
prevail because the desire to live in free-
dom is embedded in the soul of every man,
woman, and child on this Earth. And we
will prevail because our freedom is de-
fended by the greatest force for liberation
that humankind has ever known, the men
and women of the United States Armed
Forces.

In this war, some of our best citizens
have made the ultimate sacrifice. We
mourn the loss of every life. We pray for
their loved ones. And we will honor their
sacrifice by completing the mission and lay-
ing the foundation for peace.

Sixty years ago, American forces made
the same type of sacrifice and helped lib-
erate two continents and made our world
a more peaceful place. The men and
women of World War II brought honor
to the uniform and to our flag and to our
country. With each passing day, their ranks
thin, but the peace they built endures. And
we will never let the new enemies of a
new century destroy with cowardice what
these Americans built with courage.

Sixty years after V-] Day, our military
veterans can take heart from the example
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they see right here in San Diego. Those
of you who wear the Nation’s uniform
today are every bit as selfless and dedicated
to liberty as the generations that came be-
fore. And when we will look at you, we
know our freedom is in good hands.

It is men and women like you who keep
us free. It is the spirit of liberty that keeps
you strong, and it is the history that gives
us confidence to know that in the vital work
of spreading liberty, America and those of
us who love freedom will prevail.

May God bless you all, and may God
continue to bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:04 am. at
Naval Air Station North Island. In his re-
marks, he referred to Vice Adm. James M.
Zortman, USN, commander, Naval Air
Forces and Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific
Fleet; Mayor Tom Smisek of Coronado, CA;
Vice Adm. Barry M. Costello, USN, com-
mander, Third Fleet; Rear Adm. Michael H.
Miller, USN, commander, Carrier Strike
Group Seven and USS Ronald Reagan Strike
Group; Rear Adm. Leendert “Len” R.
Hering, Sr., USN, commander, Navy Re-
gional Northwest and Naval Surface Group,
Pacific Northwest; Capt. Townsend “Tim” G.
Alexander, USN, commanding officer, and
Master Chief Michael “Mick” F. Fulton,
USN, command master chief, Naval Base
Coronado; Chief Petty Officer Chet Swisher,
USN (Ret.), director, Veterans Memorial
Center, San Diego, CA; Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; Usama bin
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu
Musab Al Zarqawi.

Remarks on the Relief Efforts for Hurricane Katrina

August 31, 2005

I've just received an update from Sec-
retary Chertoff and other Cabinet Secre-
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taries involved on the latest developments
in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. As
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we flew here today, I also asked the pilot
to fly over the gulf coast region so I could
see firsthand the scope and magnitude of
the devastation.

The vast majority of New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, is under water. Tens of thousands
of homes and businesses are beyond repair.
A lot of the Mississippi gulf coast has been
completely destroyed. Mobile is flooded.
We are dealing with one of the worst nat-
ural disasters in our Nation’s history.

And that's why I've called the Cabinet
together. The people in the affected re-
gions expect the Federal Government to
work with the State government and local
government with an effective response. I
have directed Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity Mike Chertoff to chair a Cabinet-level
task force to coordinate all our assistance
from Washington. FEMA Director Mike
Brown is in charge of all Federal response
and recovery efforts in the field. I've in-
structed them to work closely with State
and local officials as well as with the private
sector to ensure that we're helping, not hin-
dering, recovery efforts. This recovery will
take a long time. This recovery will take
years.

Our efforts are now focused on three
priorities. Our first priority is to save lives.
We're assisting local officials in New Orle-
ans in evacuating any remaining citizens
from the affected area. I want to thank
the State of Texas and particularly Harris
County and the city of Houston and offi-
cials with the Houston Astrodome for pro-
viding shelter to those citizens who found
refuge in the Superdome in Louisiana.
Buses are on the way to take those people
from New Orleans to Houston.

FEMA has deployed more than 50 dis-
aster medical assistance teams from all
across the country to help those in the af-
fected areas. FEMA has deployed more
than 25 urban search and rescue teams
with more than 1,000 personnel to help
save as many lives as possible. The United
States Coast Guard is conducting search
and rescue missions. Theyre working

alongside local officials, local assets. The
Coast Guard has rescued nearly 2,000 peo-
ple to date.

The Department of Defense is deploying
major assets to the region. These include
the USS Bataan to conduct search and res-
cue missions, eight swift water rescue
teams, the Iwo Jima Amphibious Readiness
Group to help with disaster response equip-
ment, and the hospital ship USNS Comfort
to help provide medical care.

The National Guard has nearly 11,000
guardsmen on State active duty to assist
Governors and local officials with security
and disaster response efforts. FEMA and
the Army Corps of Engineers are working
around the clock with Louisiana officials
to repair the breaches in the levees so we
can stop the flooding in New Orleans.

Our second priority is to sustain lives
by ensuring adequate food, water, shelter,
and medical supplies for survivors and dedi-
cated citizens—dislocated citizens. FEMA
is moving supplies and equipment into the
hardest hit areas. The Department of
Transportation has provided more than 400
trucks to move 1,000 truckloads containing
5.4 million Meals, Ready-to-Eat or MREs,
13.4 million liters of water, 10,400 tarps,
3.4 million pounds of ice, 144 generators,
20 containers of prepositioned disaster sup-
plies, 135,000 blankets, and 11,000 cots.
And we're just starting.

There are more than 78,000 people now
in shelters. HHS and CDC are working
with local officials to identify operating hos-
pital facilities so we can help them, help
the nurses and doctors provide necessary
medical care. Theyre distributing medical
supplies, and theyre executing a public
health plan to control disease and other
health-related issues that might arise.

Our third priority is executing a com-
prehensive recovery effort. We're focusing
on restoring power and lines of commu-
nication that have been knocked out during
the storm. We'll be repairing major roads
and bridges and other essential means of
transportation as quickly as possible.
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There’s a lot of work we’re going to have
to do. In my flyover, I saw a lot of destruc-
tion on major infrastructure. Repairing the
infrastructure, of course, is going to be a
key priority.

The Department of Energy is approving
loans from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve
to limit disruptions in crude supplies for
refineries. A lot of crude production has
been shut down because of the storm. I
instructed Secretary Bodman to work with
refiners, people who need crude oil, to al-
leviate any shortage through loans. The En-
vironmental Protection Agency has granted
a nationwide waiver for fuel blends to make
more gasoline and diesel fuel available
throughout the country. This will help take
some pressure off of gas price. But our
citizens must understand, this storm has
disrupted the capacity to make gasoline and
distribute gasoline.

We're also developing a comprehensive
plan to immediately help displaced citizens.
This will include housing and education
and health care and other essential needs.
I've directed the folks in my Cabinet to
work with local folks, local officials, to de-
velop a comprehensive strategy to rebuild
the communities affected. And there’s
going to be a lot of rebuilding done. I
can’t tell you how devastating the sights
were.

I want to thank the communities in sur-
rounding States that have welcomed their
neighbors during an hour of need. A lot
of folks left the affected areas and found
refuge with a relative or a friend, and I
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appreciate you doing that. I also want to
thank the American Red Cross and the Sal-
vation Army and the Catholic Charities and
all other members of the armies of compas-
sion. I think the folks in the affected areas
are going to be overwhelmed when they
realize how many Americans want to help
them.

At this stage in the recovery efforts, it’s
important for those who want to contribute,
to contribute cash. You can contribute cash
to a charity of your choice, but make sure
you designate that gift for hurricane relief.
You can call 1-800-HELP-NOW, or you
can get on the Red Cross web page,
redcross.org. The Red Cross needs our
help. And I urge our fellow citizens to con-
tribute.

The folks on the gulf coast are going
to need the help of this country for a long
time. This is going to be a difficult road.
The challenges that we face on the ground
are unprecedented. But there’s no doubt
in my mind we’re going to succeed. Right
now the days seem awfully dark for those
affected. I understand that. But I'm con-
fident that, with time, you can get your
life back in order. New communities will
flourish; the great city of New Orleans will
be back on its feet; and America will be
a stronger place for it.

The country stands with you. We'll do
all in our power to help you. May God
bless you. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:11 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Former President George H.W. Bush
and Former President William J. Clinton

September 1, 2005

Relief Efforts for Hurricane Katrina

Good afternoon. Thanks for coming. I'm
honored to be with former Presidents Bush
and Clinton. Thank you all for being here.

We just spent some time talking about
the devastation caused by Hurricane
Katrina. I brought them up to date on what
I know about the latest developments there
on the ground. We're united in our sym-
pathy. We're united in our determination
to help the good people that have been
affected by this hurricane.

I'm in close contact with Secretary
Chertoff. He was in the Oval Office earlier
today. He’s in close contact with FEMA
Director Brown.

I want to make sure I fully understand
the relief efforts and the extent of the relief
efforts and the progress of the relief efforts.
After all, we're dealing with one of the
largest relief efforts in our Nation’s history,
and the Federal Government has got an
important role to play. Our first priority,
of course, is to save lives. There are over
80 FEMA teams that have been deployed
to the gulf coast to conduct search and
rescue missions. I want to thank those who
are working long hours, for their dedication
to saving lives. We've got Coast Guard folks
and Navy and Army and Air Force and
National Guardsmen from many different
States that are delivering needed supplies
and providing the rescue missions, trying
to reach those in danger.

Were working hard to repair the
breaches in the levees. Federal, State, and
local agencies are also cooperating to sus-
tain life. That means getting food and water
to those who are stranded. Medical per-
sonnel and local officials are helping hos-
pital patients and people gathered in the
Superdome to evacuate. Again, I want to
thank the folks in Texas for welcoming

those people. Bus caravans are shuttling
back and forth between Houston and New
Orleans to get those folks to Houston. Law
enforcement and National Guardsmen and
local leaders are working to restore public
order.

Earlier today, General Blum along with
Mike Chertoff gave me a briefing about
the number of guards-folks trained in po-
lice work that will be moving into New
Orleans as well as other law enforcement
officials from around the area. As we speak,
people are moving into the New Orleans
area to maintain law and order. I thank
them for their good work. Government
agencies are working with faith-based and
community groups to find shelters for thou-
sands of displaced persons.

And finally, we’re moving forward with
a comprehensive recovery strategy. We're
working hard to restore electric power, re-
pair transportation infrastructure, restart
energy production, and of course, strategize
as to how to provide housing for these
folks.

I met with Chairman Greenspan at lunch
as well as the economic team to evaluate
the impact of Hurricane Katrina. We par-
ticularly spent a lot of time talking about
the damage done to our energy infrastruc-
ture and its effect on the availability and
price of gasoline. In our judgment, we view
this storm as a temporary disruption that
is being addressed by the Government and
by the private sector. We've taken imme-
diate steps to address the issue. The Sec-
retary of Energy is approving loans of crude
oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.
The EPA has provided a temporary, nation-
wide waiver for fuel requirements so sup-
plies of gasoline can move more easily with-
in our country and so that we can attract
more gasoline from overseas.
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