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continued negotiation and dialog. Their ef-
forts are a tribute to democracy and an 
example that difficult problems can be 
solved peacefully through debate, negotia-

tion, and compromise. We wish the Iraqi 
leaders and the Iraqi people well as the 
negotiators complete the constitutional 
drafting process. 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 20, 2005 

Good morning. In a few weeks, our 
country will mark the 4-year anniversary 
of the attacks of September the 11th, 2001. 
On that day, we learned that vast oceans 
and friendly neighbors no longer protect 
us from those who wish to harm our peo-
ple. And since that day, we have taken the 
fight to the enemy. 

We have combated terrorists on the 
homefront by disrupting terror cells and 
their financial support networks. We’re 
fighting the terrorists in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and around the world, striking them in for-
eign lands before they can attack us here 
at home. And we’re spreading the hope 
of freedom across the broader Middle East. 
By advancing the cause of liberty in a trou-
bled region, we are bringing security to 
our own citizens and laying the foundations 
of peace for our children and grand-
children. 

In this war, our Nation depends on the 
courage of those who wear the uniform. 
During the coming weeks, I will meet with 
some of the brave men and women who 
have been on the frontlines in the war on 
terror. Next week in Idaho, I will visit with 
some of the fine citizen soldiers of the 
Idaho National Guard. I will also see the 
men and women of the Mountain Home 
Air Force Base who played a leading role 
in the air campaign in Afghanistan after 
the September the 11th attacks. I will 
thank all of them for their service in the 
war on terror, and I will thank the families 
who make their essential work possible. 

Our troops know that they’re fighting in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere to protect 

their fellow Americans from a savage 
enemy. They know that if we do not con-
front these evil men abroad, we will have 
to face them one day in our own cities 
and streets. And they know that the safety 
and security of every American is at stake 
in this war. And they know we will prevail. 

Next week in Utah, I will also address 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars convention 
and thank the proud veterans who have 
given today’s troops such a noble example 
of devotion and courage. At the end of 
the month, I will join our veterans and 
current service members in San Diego to 
commemorate the 60th anniversary of V– 
J Day, the day that ended World War II— 
the bloodiest conflict in human history. 

The veterans of World War II defended 
America when ruthless foes threatened our 
freedom and our very way of life. And after 
winning a great victory, they helped former 
enemies rebuild and form free and peaceful 
societies that would become strong allies 
of America. The World War II generation 
endured great suffering and sacrifice be-
cause they understood that defeating tyr-
anny in Europe and Asia was essential to 
the security and freedom of America. 

Like previous wars we have waged to 
protect our freedom, the war on terror re-
quires great sacrifice from Americans. By 
their courage and sacrifices, today’s sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, coastguardsmen, and 
marines are taking their rightful place 
among the heroes of history, and the Amer-
ican people are thankful and proud. In this 
war, many of these brave men and women 
have given their lives to defend their fellow 
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citizens and to bring the hope of freedom 
to millions who have not known it. We 
owe these fallen heroes our gratitude, and 
we offer their families our heartfelt condo-
lences and prayers. 

Now we must finish the task that our 
troops have given their lives for and honor 
their sacrifice by completing their mission. 
We can be confident in the ultimate tri-
umph of our cause, because we know that 
freedom is the future of every nation and 
that the side of freedom is the side of 
victory. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. 
on August 19 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 
20. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 19 
but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks to the Veterans of Foreign Wars National Convention in Salt 
Lake City, Utah 
August 22, 2005 

Thank you all. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s a pleas-
ure to be back here in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and I’m proud to again stand with 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Thanks for 
having me. 

I really enjoy coming to these conven-
tions. Members here come from all walks 
of life, and you do vital work across our 
country. I know firsthand the spirit of the 
VFW. I was raised by one of your mem-
bers, a proud veteran of Post 4344 in Hous-
ton, Texas—former President George Bush. 
Where is that mighty Texas delegation? 
[Applause] Behave yourself. [Laughter] 

I’m honored to serve as the Commander 
in Chief of the United States Armed 
Forces. The men and women who wear 
the uniform today are protecting our Na-
tion and our way of life. And they are up-
holding a tradition of honor and bravery 
and integrity set by America’s veterans. All 
of you defended this country with unselfish 
courage. You’ve earned the respect of our 
citizens. And so, on behalf of a grateful 
nation, thank you for your service for the 
cause of freedom and peace. 

I appreciate John Furgess. I appreciated 
working with him for the past year. He’s 
a good, honorable man, and he’s rep-
resented the VFW with distinction and 
class. It takes judgment to be the president 
of an organization. And so when I first saw 
John this morning, I realized he was a man 
of good judgment. He said, ‘‘You’ve got 
to understand, Mr. President, most of the 
people are really excited to see Laura.’’ 
[Laughter] I’m proud she’s traveling with 
me. I’m proud to call her wife, and a lot 
of folks in this United States of America 
are proud to call her First Lady. 

And I’m pleased that the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs is with us today, Ranger 
vet, a man who is doing a fine job on 
behalf of the veterans across the United 
States, Secretary Jim Nicholson. 

When I landed out there at the airport, 
I was greeted at the base of the stairs by 
the Governor of this great State, Governor 
Jon Huntsman. And I appreciate you being 
here, Governor, and I want to thank your 
wife, Mary Kaye, for joining as well. There 
she is. Hi, Mary Kaye. I know the Lieuten-
ant Governor, Gary Herbert, is with us, 
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