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calling for, but not mandating, such con-
sultation, as is consistent with the constitu-
tional provisions concerning the separate 
powers of the Congress to legislate and the 
President to execute the laws. 

Provisions of the Act—including sections 
2003(f)(3)(B), 2016(d), 3011(f), and 
3016(c), section 5503(f) of title 49, United 
States Code, as contained in section 4149 
of the Act, and section 111(d)(4)(F) of title 
49, as contained in section 5601 of the 
Act—purport to require executive branch 
officials to submit legislative recommenda-
tions to the Congress. The executive branch 
shall construe such provisions in a manner 
consistent with the Constitution’s commit-
ment to the President of the authority to 
submit for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as the President judges 
necessary and expedient and to supervise 
the unitary executive branch. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
described qualifications and lists of nomi-
nees under section 4305(b) as rec-
ommendations only, consistent with the 
provisions of the Appointments Clause of 
the Constitution. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 5305(g)(3) of the Act to be a statute 
to which section 552(b)(3)(A) of title 5, 
United States Code, refers, as the text and 
structure of section 5305(g) indicate. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 326(e) of title 23, United States Code, 
as contained in section 6004 of the bill, 
which deems a State agency to be a Fed-
eral agency for certain purposes in limited 

circumstances, in a manner consistent with 
the President’s exclusive constitutional au-
thority to faithfully execute the laws and 
supervise the unitary executive branch, and 
with proper regard for the role of the 
States in our Federal system. 

The executive branch shall implement 
section 39 of title 18, United States Code, 
as contained in section 4143 of the Act, 
and section 5121 of title 49, as contained 
in section 7018 of the Act, which relate 
to warrantless searches and seizures of ve-
hicles, drivers, cargo, property, packages, 
and records, in a manner consistent with 
the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution. 

Section 1603 of the Act refers to legisla-
tive reports accompanying prior public laws 
as if they had binding legal effect. Such 
reports do not satisfy the constitutional re-
quirements of bicameral approval and pre-
sentment to the President needed to give 
them the force of law. 

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that make legislative clas-
sifications based on race, ethnicity, or gen-
der in a manner consistent with the re-
quirement of the Due Process Clause of 
the Fifth Amendment to afford equal pro-
tection of the laws. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
August 10, 2005. 

NOTE: H.R. 3, approved August 10, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109–59. 

The President’s News Conference in Crawford, Texas 
August 11, 2005 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
I’m pleased to welcome Secretary Rumsfeld 
and members of his team back to 
Crawford, and I’m pleased to welcome Sec-
retary Rice and her team. We just had a 

meeting with the—the Vice President and 
I had a meeting with the defense team 
and earlier this morning with Condi Rice 
and Don Rumsfeld. We’ll have a joint 
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luncheon, and then we’ll visit with the Sec-
retary of State’s folks. 

We discussed recent developments in 
Iraq, including the political progress that 
is taking place in that country. Despite the 
acts of violence by the enemies of freedom, 
Iraq’s elected leaders are now finishing 
work on a democratic constitution. And 
later this year, that constitution will be put 
before the Iraqi people for their approval. 

The establishment of a democratic con-
stitution is a critical step on the path to 
Iraqi self-reliance. Iraqis are taking control 
of their country. They’re building a free 
nation that can govern itself, sustain itself, 
and defend itself. 

And we’re helping them succeed. We 
have a strategy to help them succeed. On 
the one hand, we’re hunting down the ter-
rorists, and we’re training the Iraqi security 
forces so Iraqis can defend themselves. Our 
approach can be summed up this way: As 
Iraqis stand up, we will stand down. And 
when that mission of defeating the terror-
ists in Iraq is complete, our troops will 
come home to a proud and grateful nation. 
The mission in Iraq is tough, because the 
enemy understands the stakes. A free Iraq 
in the heart of the Middle East will deliver 
a serious blow to their hateful ideology. 

The second part of our strategy is to 
help freedom prevail in Iraq. The recent 
violence in Iraq is a grim reminder of the 
brutal enemies we face in the war on ter-
ror. And we are a nation at war. The war 
arrived on our shores on September the 
11th, 2001. And since that day, the terror-
ists have continued to kill. They have killed 
in Madrid and Istanbul and Jakarta and 
Casablanca and Riyadh and Bali and Lon-
don and elsewhere, and they are deter-
mined to do more harm. And they kill in-
discriminately. In other words, they don’t 
care who they kill. 

And they kill because they’re trying to 
shake our will. They’re trying to drive free 
nations out of parts of the world, so they 
can topple governments across the Middle 
East and establish Taliban-like regimes in 

the Middle East and turn that region into 
a launching pad for attacks against free 
people. And they will fail. 

After September the 11th, I made a 
commitment to the American people that 
this Nation will not wait to be attacked 
again, and we’re going to stay on the of-
fense. And we’re fighting the enemy in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and elsewhere so we do 
not have to face them here at home. 

We’re also fighting the murderous ide-
ology, the hateful ideology of the terrorists, 
and we’re doing so by spreading freedom. 
See, our ideology is hopeful and optimistic 
and uplifting. I’ve got great optimism about 
the spread of freedom because I believe 
deep in everybody’s soul is the desire to 
be free, and I know that history has shown 
that peaceful societies are those that are 
free, that democratic neighbors don’t war, 
that democracies promote peace. 

In these times of war, a heavy burden 
falls on the men and women of our Armed 
Forces and their families. This morning, we 
discussed the steps we’re taking to deal 
with the increased demand on our forces. 
For example, we’ve been working to rebal-
ance our forces, moving about 80,000 peo-
ple out of skills that are in low demand 
into the skills that are high demand, so 
we do not have to call upon the same 
forces repeatedly. 

We’ve also taken steps to improve the 
call-up process for our Guard and for our 
reserves. We’ve provided them with earlier 
notifications. We’ve given them greater cer-
tainty about the length of their tours. We 
minimized the number of extensions and 
repeat mobilizations. 

We’re working hard to ensure our troops 
and their families are treated with the dig-
nity they deserve and the respect they’ve 
earned. In the war on terror, our troops 
are serving with courage and commitment, 
and their courage is inspiring others. All 
of our services met or exceeded their active 
duty recruitment goals in July. The Army, 
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which was below its monthly recruiting tar-
gets earlier this year, exceeded its July ac-
tive duty recruitment goal by nearly 10 per-
cent, though it’s still behind for the year. 
The Navy, Air Force, and Marines are on 
track to meet or exceed their active duty 
recruiting goals for 2005. And the troops 
closest to the fight continue to reenlist in 
impressive numbers. Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marines are all on track to meet 
or exceed their reenlistment goals for the 
year. Americans can have pride and con-
fidence in our All-Volunteer Force. 

I appreciate so very much the Secretaries 
and their teams who’ve joined me today. 
I want to thank the Vice President for 
being here. We’ve had fruitful discussions 
so far, and we’ll continue to have fruitful 
discussions throughout the day. 

With that, I’ll be glad to answer some 
of your questions. Deb [Deb Riechmann, 
Associated Press]. 

Iran 
Q. Mr. President, on Iran again, has the 

U.S. intelligence sorted out what role the 
new Iranian President might have played 
in the ’79 Embassy takeover? And will he 
be given a visa to attend the U.N. meetings 
in New York early next month? And 
wouldn’t denying him a visa damage the 
EU–3 negotiations on their nuclear pro-
gram and inflame the anti-American senti-
ment that Karen Hughes—is the very thing 
that Karen Hughes is trying to abate? 

The President. That’s a really long ques-
tion. Whew. Let me start off by saying that 
we’re still investigating allegations and/or 
this guy’s potential involvement in the hos-
tage crisis. We’re in agreement with—we 
have an agreement with the United Nations 
to allow people to come to meet, and I 
suspect he will be here to meet—at the 
United Nations. 

On Iran, I can’t remember the first four 
questions you asked on the question, 
but—— 

Q. Well, those are the first two and 
then—[laughter]—— 

The President. No disrespect, by the way. 
Let me talk about Iran. As you know, 

the IAEA today issued a report that ex-
pressed serious concerns about Iranian de-
cisions, and that’s a positive first step. You 
know, our strategy is to work with the EU– 
3, France and Great Britain and Germany, 
so that the Iranians hear a common voice 
speaking to them about their nuclear weap-
ons ambitions. And I appreciate the IAEA’s 
positive first step. As you know, there will 
be a report back after a period of time, 
and we look forward to working—hearing 
what that report says. 

But the point is that the world is coa-
lescing around the notion that the Iranians 
should not have the means and the where-
withal to be able to develop a nuclear 
weapon. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Iraq 
Q. Thank you, sir. You’re increasing U.S. 

troop strength in Iraq for the upcoming 
elections. What happens—is it possible 
those troops will be asked to stay on longer 
if needed to help improve security? And 
if I may, what happens if Iraq misses the 
deadline for drafting the new constitution? 

The President. Right. As to the constitu-
tion, one of the meetings we had this 
morning was with Zal, our Ambassador in 
Baghdad. And he gave us a briefing as to 
the progress on the constitution. We have 
made it clear that we believe that constitu-
tion can be and should be agreed upon 
by August 15th. And so I’m operating on 
the assumption that it will be agreed upon 
by August the 15th. And Zal said that, you 
know, obviously there are some difficult 
issues—federalism being one, role of reli-
gion. Hopefully the drafters of the constitu-
tion understand our strong belief that 
women ought to be treated equally in the 
Iraqi society. But those are issues that still 
are out there. Although—and he did say 
that there seems to be a spirit of coopera-
tion and a deep desire for people to work 
closely together. 
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As for the troops, no decision has been 
made yet on increasing troops or decreasing 
troops. I know there’s a lot of speculation 
and rumors about that. We did, as you 
might recall, increase troops for the Iraqi 
election and for the Afghanistan elections. 
It seemed to have helped create security, 
and I know the Secretary of Defense is 
analyzing that possibility. 

I also know there’s a lot of folks here 
in the United States that are, you know, 
wondering about troop withdrawals. They’re 
concerned about the violence and the 
death. They hear the stories about a loved 
one being lost to combat. And, you know, 
I grieve for every death. It breaks my heart 
to think about a family weeping over the 
loss of a loved one. I understand the an-
guish that some feel about the death that 
takes place. 

I also have heard the voices of those 
saying, ‘‘Pull out now,’’ and I’ve thought 
about their cry and their sincere desire to 
reduce the loss of life by pulling our troops 
out. I just strongly disagree. Pulling the 
troops out would send a terrible signal to 
the enemy. Immediate withdrawal would 
say to the Zarqawis of the world and the 
terrorists of the world and the bombers 
who take innocent life around the world, 
you know, the United States is weak, and 
all we’ve got to do is intimidate, and they’ll 
leave. 

Pulling troops out prematurely will be-
tray the Iraqis. Our mission in Iraq, as I 
said earlier, is to fight the terrorists, is to 
train the Iraqis. And we’re making progress 
training the Iraqis. Oh, I know it’s hard 
for some Americans to see that progress, 
but we are making progress. More and 
more Iraqi units are becoming more and 
more capable of fighting off the terrorists. 
And remember, and that’s a country where 
8.5 million Iraqis went to the polls. They’ve 
said, ‘‘We want to be free,’’ and our mission 
is to help them have a military that’s capa-
ble of defeating those who would like to 
dash their ambitions to be free. 

Withdrawing before the mission is com-
plete would send a signal to those who 
wonder about the United States’ commit-
ment to spreading freedom. You see, I be-
lieve and know that we’re at war, and we’re 
at war against a hateful ideology. And the 
way to defeat that ideology in the long term 
is to spread a hopeful ideology, one that 
says to young girls, ‘‘You can succeed in 
your society, and you should have a chance 
to do so,’’ one that says to moms and dads, 
‘‘You can raise your child in a peaceful 
world without intimidation,’’ and one that 
says to people from all walks of life, ‘‘You 
have a right to express yourself in the pub-
lic square.’’ 

It’s the spread of liberty that is laying 
the foundation of peace, and it’s very im-
portant for our citizens, no matter what 
side of the political aisle you’re on, to un-
derstand that the mission is a vital mission, 
and it’s one that will be—that we obviously 
couldn’t complete if we didn’t fulfill our 
goals, which was to help the Iraqis. 

Yes, Steve. 
Q. Just to make clear, you’re referring 

to Mrs. Sheehan here, I think? 
The President. I’m referring to any griev-

ing mother or father, no matter what their 
political views may be. Part of my duty 
as the President is to meet with those 
who’ve lost a loved one. And so, you know, 
listen, I sympathize with Mrs. Sheehan. She 
feels strongly about her—about her posi-
tion. And I am—she has every right in the 
world to say what she believes. This is 
America. She has a right to her position. 
And I’ve thought long and hard about her 
position. I’ve heard her position from oth-
ers, which is, ‘‘Get out of Iraq now.’’ And 
it would be a mistake for the security of 
this country and the ability to lay the foun-
dations for peace in the long run, if we 
were to do so. 

But no, Steve, I’ve met with a lot of 
families, and I have done my best to bring 
comfort to the families and honor to the 
loved one, and get different opinions when 
you meet with moms and dads and sons 
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and daughters and wives and husbands of 
those who have fallen. One opinion I’ve 
come away with universally is that, you 
know, we should do everything we can to 
honor the fallen. And one way to honor 
the fallen is to lay the foundation for peace. 

Hutch [Ron Hutcheson, Knight Ridder]. 

Speculation on Troop Withdrawals 
Q. Mr. President, these rumors about a 

troop drawdown really took flight when 
some of your military people starting talk-
ing about drawing down in spring. What 
was that about? Are they out of line? 

The President. I think they were rumors. 
I think they’re speculation. One of the 
things that we did announce was a joint 
Iraqi-U.S. commission to look at the secu-
rity situation in Iraq. Clearly—my position 
has been clear, and the position—therefore, 
the position of this Government is clear, 
that as Iraqis stand up, we’ll stand down. 
And that means that there’s a—obviously, 
the conditions on the ground depend upon 
our capacity to bring troops home, and the 
main condition, as to whether or not the 
Iraqis have got the capability of taking the 
fight to the enemy. 

And so I suspect what you were hearing 
was speculation based upon progress that 
some are seeing in Iraq as to whether or 
not the Iraqis will be able to take the fight 
to the enemy. In other words, you’ve got 
people—obviously, it’s important to plan. 
It’s important to think down the road. And 
you’ve got people saying, ‘‘Well, if the 
Iraqis are capable, if more and more units 
are capable of taking the fight to the 
enemy, it would then provide an oppor-
tunity to replace coalition troops with those 
Iraqis.’’ I think that’s what you’re seeing. 
I think it’s kind of what we call speculation. 
And the decision finally will be made by 
me upon the recommendation of General 
Casey, through Secretary Rumsfeld, to me. 

Q. Does that speculation—grounded in 
fact, to you, given the way things have gone 
just recently? 

The President. Well, the—I am pleased 
with the progress being made when it 
comes to training Iraqi units. One of the 
things I announced at Fort Bragg was our 
strategy to embed our troops within Iraqi 
units so—to better facilitate the training of 
those Iraqi units. And this morning, Gen-
eral Casey reported to me and Secretary 
Rumsfeld and the folks standing right back 
here—reported to us that more and more 
units are becoming more and more capable 
and that the embedding process is working. 

Now, there’s not that many that can 
stand alone yet, but there are a lot more 
that are—have gone from raw—you know, 
that raw-recruit stage to plenty capable. In 
some cases, some units need no United 
States or coalition force help. In some 
cases, they need minimal help. But the 
point is, is that there is a matrix, and we’re 
following that matrix as more and more 
troops become capable and competent. And 
so my answer to you is that we are making 
progress. 

And I’ve said all along, we’d like to get 
our troops home as soon as possible, but 
‘‘soon as possible’’ is conditions-based. And 
so we’re monitoring progress. The impor-
tant thing for the American people to know 
is we are making progress. There’s a polit-
ical track on which we’re making progress 
and the security track on which we’re mak-
ing progress. And I know it’s tough, and 
I know it’s hard work. But America has 
done hard work before, and as a result 
of the hard work we have done before, 
we have laid the foundation for peace for 
future generations. 

And I remind people, when they think 
about the conflict we’re in, to think about 
World War II, when an enemy of ours, 
Japan, for example, is now a loyal friend 
and an ally because of the hard work we 
did, not only during the war but in the 
post-war reconstruction of Japan. 

And the sacrifices that our troops are 
making, our family are making, are unbe-
lievably noble, and I am incredibly proud 
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of our military, and I know most of the 
American people are as well. 

Listen, thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 12:01 p.m. at the Bush Ranch. In 
his remarks, he referred to President 
Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; U.S. Ambas-
sador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad; senior Al 

Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; 
Cindy Sheehan, whose son Spc. Casey 
Sheehan, USA, died in Iraq on April 4, 2004; 
and Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq. A reporter referred to Karen Hughes, 
Under Secretary of State for Public Diplo-
macy. 

Interview With Israeli Television Channel 1 in Crawford, Texas 
August 11, 2005 

Yaron Deckel. Mr. President, thank you 
very much for the first interview granted 
to Israeli TV and for hosting us in your 
beautiful ranch in Texas. 

The President. Well, welcome. Thanks for 
coming. It’s an honor to have you here, 
and it’s an honor to speak on Israeli TV. 

Prime Minister Sharon/Disengagement 
Mr. Deckel. I understand why you like 

this place better than the White House. 
We are on the eve of the disengagement, 

and you have expressed your full support 
in disengagement, trying to help Prime 
Minister Sharon in his struggle. And I 
would like to ask why is it so important 
to you, Mr. President? 

The President. First of all, let me speak 
about my relationship with Prime Minister 
Sharon, if you don’t mind. We’ve grown 
close, and one of the reasons why is I ap-
preciate a person who when he says some-
thing, means it. And I hope he appreciates 
that about me. In other words, I said early 
on, we’re going to join in fighting terror 
so that Israel could be secure and America 
secure and other free nations secure. 

Secondly—and I have—and he knows I 
keep my word, and I know he keeps his 
word. Secondly, what I appreciate is some-
body who thinks boldly for peace. And 
Ariel Sharon came to the White House and 
said, ‘‘We’re going to disengage from the 
Gaza.’’ And I was struck by what a bold 

decision that was. And the disengagement 
is, I think, a part of making Israel more 
secure and peaceful, and I agree with the 
Prime Minister. 

It’s important because the United States 
is a strong ally of Israel and, therefore, 
if you’re a strong ally, you want there to 
be peace for your ally. 

Mr. Deckel. You know, the main concern 
of Israel is that the disengagement might 
lead not to more security but, on the con-
trary, to more violence. Do you understand 
the concerns? 

The President. Oh, absolutely, I under-
stand. And I can understand why people 
think this decision is one that will create 
a vacuum into which terrorism will flow. 
I happen to disagree. I think this will create 
an opportunity for democracy to emerge, 
and democracies are peaceful. And there-
fore, it’s very important for the United 
States, as an active participant in this proc-
ess, to encourage the formation of security 
forces that will defeat terror, just like the 
roadmap calls for—these are Palestinian se-
curity forces—and to encourage the Pal-
estinians to develop a peaceful state. 

The Negev and Galilee 
Mr. Deckel. You had announced that you 

will support the disengagement by some 
aid the administration will provide Israel 
to develop the northern and southern—the 
Galilee and the Negev. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 15:10 May 27, 2009 Jkt 206693 PO 00000 Frm 00160 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\206693A.005 206693Acp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

72
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:31:07-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




