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The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 9007 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, 
contained in section 1528 of the Act, in 
a manner consistent with the various legal 
immunities conferred by the Constitution 
on members of the legislative, executive, 
and judicial branches of the Federal Gov-
ernment to protect the effective functioning 
of the three branches. 

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that make legislative clas-
sifications based on race, ethnicity, or gen-

der in a manner consistent with the re-
quirement of the Due Process Clause of 
the Fifth Amendment to afford equal pro-
tection of the laws. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
August 8, 2005. 

NOTE: H.R. 6, approved August 8, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109–58. 

The President’s News Conference in Crawford, Texas 
August 9, 2005 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
As you can see, my economic team has 
come to Crawford, and we’ve just finished 
a very interesting discussion about our 
economy and what we need to do to make 
sure economic growth remains strong. After 
this press conference, we’ll go over to the 
house and have a lunch and give us a 
chance to continue our dialog. 

But before I begin in my discussion 
about the economy, I do want to congratu-
late the Discovery crew. Commander 
Collins and the pilot of that crew, James 
Kelly, did a fantastic job of bringing the 
craft, and most importantly the folks aboard 
the craft, home safely to California this 
morning. It was a great achievement. It’s 
an important step for NASA to—as it re-
gains the confidence of the American peo-
ple and begins to transition to the new 
mission we set out for NASA. So, congratu-
lations, Commander Collins. It’s quite an 
achievement. 

The economy of the United States is 
strong, and the foundation for sustained 
growth is in place. The economic agenda 
is based on the fundamental trust that the 
American people make good decisions for 
themselves and for their families. And that’s 
why my policies allow more Americans to 

keep more of what they earn, to have more 
control over their daily lives, from health 
care to education to their retirement. It 
makes sense to trust people with their own 
money. 

I’m pleased to report that the strategy 
is working. The economy is growing faster 
than any other major industrialized country. 
Job growth is strong. We added over 
200,000 new jobs in July. This country has 
added nearly 4 million new jobs since May 
of 2003. The unemployment rate is 5 per-
cent, which is below the average of the 
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. Americans have 
more money in their pocket, and that’s 
good news. 

There’s still some challenges to the econ-
omy, and it’s important for the American 
people to know we understand there are 
challenges, and we’re acting to meet them. 
First of all, we have a challenge when it 
comes to energy. Yesterday in New Mexico, 
I signed an energy bill. I’ll repeat today 
what I said yesterday, and that is, this bill 
isn’t going to lower people’s gasoline prices 
overnight, but it is—the bill does lay out 
a strategy to help us conserve more, to 
produce more in environmentally friendly 
ways, to use renewable sources of energy, 
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all aimed at protecting our economic secu-
rity and national security. The more we 
diversify our—the energy sector, the less 
dependent we are on foreign sources of 
energy. 

Secondly, we’re opening up new markets. 
In order to keep this economy growing, 
we’ve got to make sure we have not only 
free trade, but fair trade. The CAFTA vote 
is an important vote because it opened up 
new markets for 44 million consumers. 
That’s going to be good for our farmers 
and entrepreneurs and small-business peo-
ple. We discussed the need to continue 
advancing free and fair trade at the—dur-
ing the Doha round discussions that will 
be held in Hong Kong later this year. 

In order to make sure the economy con-
tinues to grow, we’ve got to continue to 
work with Congress to reduce our deficit. 
The Federal deficit is projected to be $94 
billion less than previously expected, and 
that’s thanks to a combination of tax relief, 
which got our economy growing, and 
spending restraint. We’re ahead of pace to 
cut the deficit in half by 2009. And it’s 
very important for Congress, as they work 
on the appropriations bills, to adhere to 
the budgets that they passed so that we 
can continue to send the signals to people 
around the country that we’re serious about 
being fiscally responsible with the people’s 
money. 

We need to have certainty in the Tax 
Code. That’s why I strongly believe that 
the tax relief we passed must be perma-
nent, the death tax repealed forever. And 
at the same time, I look forward to working 
with the Tax Reform Commission to de-
velop a simpler code that’s a fairer code 
and one that encourages economic growth. 

In order to make sure this economy con-
tinues to grow, we got to do something 
about the lawsuits that are making it dif-
ficult for our entrepreneurs and small-busi-
ness people. I had the honor of signing 
a class-action reform. Congress needs to 
pass asbestos reform as well as medical li-
ability reform. 

Medical liability reform will help make 
health care costs more affordable and 
health care more accessible for our folks. 
And that leads me to our understanding 
that rising health care costs are a potential 
burden on economic growth and certainly 
a burden on many of our families. One 
way to deal with the costs is to do some-
thing about the frivolous lawsuits that are 
running up the cost of medicine. 

I signed a patient’s safety bill which will 
help reduce costs and, as importantly, med-
ical errors. The Congress should pass asso-
ciation health plans so that small businesses 
can pool risk and expand health savings ac-
counts at the same time. In other words, 
association health plans will help small busi-
nesses; health savings accounts will help in-
dividual consumers, help our families, but 
help small businesses, as well, better afford 
health care. 

And finally on Social Security, look, we— 
in order to make sure this economy con-
tinues to grow, we have got to deal with 
problems now, to solve problems now, be-
fore they place an undue restraint on our 
families and an undue restraint on the abil-
ity to grow our economy. And Social Secu-
rity is a—is a liability that—it needs to be 
addressed now. 

Now, senior citizens must understand 
when I talk about Social Security reform 
that nothing will change for you. You’ll get 
your check. But your grandchildren and 
your children are paying payroll taxes in 
the system that will be broke by 2041. And 
it’s time to fix the system. Congress needs 
to understand the gravity of the situation. 
We have a serious problem. And I believe 
good leaders are those who stand up and 
address problems and not pass them on 
and hope that somebody else will come 
up and solve the problem. 

Part of the solution for Social Security 
is to make sure that the poor do not retire 
into poverty, to make sure that people get 
benefits that grow at least with the rate 
of inflation—that will be, the wealthier citi-
zens get benefits growing at the rate of 
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the cost of living, but poorer citizens should 
have their benefits go up by wage in-
creases. And that reform alone will fix a 
lot of the solvency issue of Social Security. 

And while we’re fixing Social Security, 
I strongly believe younger workers ought 
to be allowed—given the chance to, given 
the opportunity to take some of their own 
money and set it aside in a personal savings 
account. And that will have two effects. 
One, it will increase savings throughout our 
society, which is important to economic 
growth and vitality. But more importantly, 
it will mean workers from all walks of life 
will be able to own an asset that they call 
their own and that the Government cannot 
take away. 

And so we’ve had a wide-ranging discus-
sion on these important problems and op-
portunities. We’re confident about the fu-
ture of the American economy because 
we’re confident that the entrepreneurial 
spirit is strong here. 

With that, I’ll be glad to take a couple 
of questions from you. Yes, ma’am. That 
would be you, Deb [Deb Riechmann, Asso-
ciated Press]. 

Iran 
Q. Mr. President, on Iran, Iran is thumb-

ing its nose at the United States and Eu-
rope by resuming their uranium conversion 
activities. So if Iran doesn’t blink, what is 
the—does the United States want to see 
immediate referral to the Security Council 
and—for punitive sanctions? And if so, 
what should those sanctions look like? 

The President. I appreciate that question. 
First of all, as you know, we have made 
strong steps. We’ve condemned strongly 
Iranians’ attempt to develop any kind of 
program that would allow them to enrich 
uranium to develop a weapon. In other 
words, the Iranians said they were in com-
pliance with certain international rules, and 
yet we found out they weren’t in compli-
ance of those rules. And so we’re very 
deeply suspicious of their desires and called 
upon our friends in Europe, what’s called 

the EU–3, Germany, France, and Great 
Britain, to lead the diplomatic efforts to 
convince the Iranians to give up their nu-
clear ambitions. 

First of all, I want to applaud the EU– 
3 for being strong in their—in presenting 
a unified voice. Secondly, in terms of con-
sequences if the Iranians continue to balk, 
we’ll work with the EU–3. In other words, 
they’re the lead negotiators on behalf of 
the free world, and we will work with them 
in terms of what consequences there may 
be. And certainly the United Nations is a 
potential consequence. 

And I—just as I was walking in here, 
I received word that the new Iranian 
President said he was willing to get back 
to the table. Now, I don’t want to put 
words in his mouth, and you’re going to 
have to check that out before you print 
that in your story, but if he did say that, 
I think that’s a positive sign that the Ira-
nians are getting a message that it’s not 
just the United States that’s worried about 
their nuclear program, but the Europeans 
are serious in calling the Iranians to ac-
count and negotiating. I don’t know if 
you’ve got that word or not. That’s a posi-
tive development. 

But we’ll work with our friends on steps 
forward, on ways to deal with the Iranians 
if they so choose to ignore the demands 
of the world. It is important for the Ira-
nians to understand that America stands 
squarely with the EU–3, that we feel 
strongly the Iranians need to adhere to the 
agreements made in the Paris accord, and 
that we will be willing to work with our 
partners on—in dealing with appropriate 
consequences should they ignore the de-
mands. 

Q. It sounds as if you’re willing to give 
them more time to let this work out—— 

The President. Well, the man said he 
wanted to negotiate, and of course—again, 
we’re working with the EU–3. They’re the 
lead negotiators. In other words, our strat-
egy has been all along to make—to work 
with Germany, France, and Great Britain 
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in terms of sending a strong signal and 
message to Iran. And today it looked like 
that the new Iranian leader has heard that 
message. We’ll have to watch very carefully, 
however, because, as I repeat, they have, 
in the past, said they would adhere to inter-
national norm and then were caught en-
riching uranium. And that’s dangerous. We 
don’t want the Iranians to have a nuclear 
weapon. 

The positive news, Deb, is, is that the 
world, at least the people we deal with— 
the Europeans, for example—are very— 
were knitted up in terms of the goal, and 
that is to prevent the Iranians from having 
a nuclear weapon. 

Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

Iranian Civilian Nuclear Program/North 
Korea 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You just 
said you were deeply suspicious of Iran’s 
desires. Then my question is, why does the 
United States support a civilian nuclear 
program for Iran but not for North Korea? 

The President. Yes. The Iranians have ex-
pressed a desire to have a civilian nuclear 
program, and we’ve said that it is the— 
it makes sense only so long as the plant 
is under strong international inspection re-
gimes, and the uranium used to run the 
powerplant is provided by a country with 
whom we’re comfortable—with which we’re 
comfortable, and the spent fuel is collected. 
In other words, there will be a strong re-
gime—I talked about this at the National 
Defense University speech, about how we 
can enhance the spread of nuclear power 
but in a peaceful way that will assure coun-
tries that spent fuel will not be enriched 
for bomb-making capacities. 

Secondly, the Iranians have been, we 
hope, straightforward in their willingness to 
accept this kind of international coopera-
tion. 

North Korea is in a different situation. 
The North Koreans have—didn’t tell the 
truth when it came to their enrichment 
programs. But what’s different about it is 

the South Koreans have offered power. In 
other words, the South Koreans have said, 
‘‘We’ll build and share power with you,’’ 
which seems to me to make good sense 
so long as the North Koreans give up their 
nuclear weapons, so long as there’s full 
transparency, so long as there’s the ability 
for the international community to know 
exactly what’s going on in a potential weap-
ons program. 

The strategy is the same, by the way, 
in terms of dealing diplomatically with both 
countries. As I mentioned, the EU–3 is tak-
ing the lead. We have a little different 
strategy, obviously, different players with 
North Korea, but nevertheless, it’s the same 
concept, a group of nations are negotiating 
on behalf of the free world to let, in this 
case, Kim Chong-il understand that we’re 
united in our desire to—for you to give 
up any ambitions to develop a nuclear 
weapon and united in our desire, by the 
way, to prevent you from proliferating. 

Bill Roberts [Bloomberg News]. This will 
be the last question. 

National Economy/Interest Rates 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Americans 

have grown accustomed to historically low 
interest rates over the last few years. How 
concerned are you and your economic ad-
visers that as interest rates rise now, that 
could slow the momentum in the U.S. 
economy? 

The President. I think—first of all, as 
you know, that the Federal Reserve is com-
pletely independent from the White House. 
They make decisions independent of poli-
tics, and that’s important. Ben used to serve 
on the Federal Reserve Board, so he’s— 
he has had some insight into the workings 
of the Federal Reserve. But our job is to 
deal with fiscal policy, and the Federal Re-
serve deals with monetary policy. 

And as I’ve said all along, I trust the 
judgment of Chairman Alan Greenspan. He 
is—he makes decisions based upon facts, 
not based upon politics. And I think it’s 
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important for the American people to un-
derstand that. 

In terms of whether interest rates will— 
the effect interest rates will have on our 
economy, I think we’re more concerned 
about energy prices and health care prices. 
Those are the two areas that we see as 
having a greater effect on potential eco-
nomic—on the growth, on the future of 
economic growth. And that’s why the en-
ergy bill is an important start, and that’s 
why we’ve laid out initiatives that we think 
will help American families deal with the— 
and small businesses deal with the rising 
cost of health care. 

Listen, thank you all. Great to see you. 
Mark [Mark Knoller, CBS Radio], good to 
see you, sir. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 12 noon at the Bush Ranch. In his 
remarks, he referred to Eileen M. Collins, 
commander, and James Kelly, pilot, NASA 
Space Shuttle Discovery; President Mahmud 
Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; Chairman Kim 
Chong-il of North Korea; and Ben S. 
Bernanke, Chairman, Council of Economic 
Advisers. 

Remarks on Signing the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users in Montgomery, Illinois 
August 10, 2005 

Thank you. Please be seated. Thanks. 
Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s such 
an honor to be here at Caterpillar. I want 
to thank the men and women who build 
the machinery here. I want to thank you 
for your hard work. I want to thank you 
for your—for putting out a great product. 

And I’m here to sign the highway bill 
because I believe by signing this bill, when 
it’s fully implemented, there’s going to be 
more demand for the machines you make 
here. And because there’s more demand 
for the machines you make here, there’s 
going to be more jobs created around 
places like this facility. So thanks for letting 
us come. 

I was telling some of the fellows I met 
behind the stage that there’s a Cat working 
on the ranch right now. [Laughter] And 
I’m not driving it. [Laughter] 

I’m honored to be here with Denny 
Hastert. The best words that I’ve recently 
heard were these: Denny Hastert is run-
ning for office again. Denny Hastert is a 
great Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. He also loves his district, and he loves 

the people in his district. He was telling 
me the other day—other day, just a second 
ago, that he finished in the top 55 in his 
high school class. [Laughter] And the high 
school was right around the corner. He also 
mentioned that there was only 55 people 
in his class. [Laughter] He’s been here a 
long time, and he’s seen this district grow 
and change and—but he’s always had a 
heart for the people here. And I’m thrilled 
his wife, Jean, and his family is with us 
today as well. Thank you all for coming. 

Somebody said the Governor may be 
here. Governor, if you’re here, thanks for 
being—there he is. Governor Blagojevich, 
I’m honored you’re here. I appreciate you 
coming. Last time I saw you was at the 
Lincoln Library opening, and you were 
kind to be there then, and you’re kind to 
be here today. I’m proud you’re here. 

With me today is the Secretary of Trans-
portation, Norm Mineta. Norm is doing a 
fantastic job as our Secretary of Transpor-
tation. 

We’ve got key Members from the United 
States Senate and the United States House 
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