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Statement Congratulating King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi

Arabia
August 1, 2005

On behalf of the United States, I con-
gratulate my friend King Abdallah bin Abd
al-Aziz Al Saud on assuming the Saudi
throne and the position of Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques. We wish Saudi

Statement on the Death of First Vice
Mabior of Sudan
August 1, 2005

I was deeply saddened to learn of the
death of Sudanese First Vice President Dr.
John Garang de Mabior. He was a visionary
leader and peacemaker who helped bring
about the comprehensive peace agreement,
which is a beacon of hope for all Sudanese.
The United States is determined to main-
tain our commitment to the peace process
in Sudan. We urge all Sudanese people to
refrain from resorting to violence and to

Arabia peace and prosperity under his lead-
ership. I have spoken today to the new
King, and the United States looks forward
to continuing the close partnership between
our two countries.

President Dr. John Garang de

continue the implementation of the com-
prehensive peace agreement. John Garang’s
vision of peace must be embraced by all
the people in Sudan so that they can live
in a democratic, peaceful, and united coun-
try. On behalf of the people of the United
States, Laura and I extend our deepest
sympathies to Dr. Garang’s wife, Rebecca,
his family, and to all the people of Sudan.

Telephone Remarks to the Crew of the Space Shuttle Discovery

August 2, 2005

The President. Commander Collins, can
you hear me?

Commander Eileen M. Collins. Yes, sir,
we hear you loud and clear. Good morning.

The President. Good morning. Thank you
for taking my phone call. I just wanted
to tell you all how proud the American
people are of our astronauts. I want to
thank you for being risktakers for the sake
of exploration. I want to welcome our Japa-
nese and Australian and Russian friends.
And I wish you Godspeed in your mission.
I know you’ve got very important work to
do ahead of you. We look forward to seeing
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the successful completion of this mission.
And obviously, as you prepare to come
back, a lot of Americans will be praying
for a safe return.

So it’s great talking to you. Thanks for
being such great examples of courage for
a lot of our fellow citizens.

Commander Collins. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. We want to tell you
that we really enjoy what we're doing. We
really believe in our mission, and we be-
lieve in space exploration and getting peo-
ple off the planet and seeing what’s out
there. So the steps that we're taking right
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now are really worth it, and we want every-
body to know that. And thank you very
much for taking the time out of your busy
schedule to talk to us.

The President. Well, listen, I want to
thank you, Commander, and thank your fel-
low astronauts there. I agree with you. I
think what you're doing is really important.
And you’ve got a strong supporter for your
mission, here in the White House. I will
tell you Laura went down and watched the
launch in Florida with my little brother Jeb
and came back all excited about the energy
that—there on the east coast of Florida.

But we're with you and wish you all the
very best. Thanks for taking my phone call.
Now get back to work.

Commander Collins. Thank you very
much, sir. We did fly over Texas today and
had a good look at it. It was beautiful.
Have a good day.

The President. Thank you. [Laughter]

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m.
from the Roosevelt Room at the White

House. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Jeb Bush of Florida.

Remarks on Signing the Dominican Republic-Central America-United
States Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act

August 2, 2005

Thanks for the warm welcome. Welcome
to the White House. Last week, Congress
passed the Central American-Dominican
Republic Free Trade Agreement. I want
to thank the Republicans and Democrats
who came together to support this impor-
tant agreement. The bill I'm about to sign
is good for America. I'm pleased that Con-
gress has taken a step to eliminate the bar-
riers to America’s goods and crops to 44
million customers.

I welcome the opportunity to make our
Nation more secure by strengthening our
ties with democracies that share our belief
in free markets and free government. I ap-
preciate the vision and leadership of Bob
Zoellick and Rob Portman and the many
others who worked hard to get this agree-
ment passed. I want to thank the Secretary
of State, Condi Rice, for the outstanding
job she’s doing on behalf of the American
people. I want to thank Secretary Mike
Johanns from the Department of Agri-
culture for joining us. And Stephanie, thank
you for being here. I appreciate Secretary
Carlos Gutierrez of the Department of
Commerce for his good work.

We’re honored to be joined by the chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, Dick Lugar. I appreciate you com-
ing, Senator. I'm honored you're here. Sen-
ator Norm Coleman, who is the chairman
of the Foreign Relations Committee, West-
ern Hemisphere Subcommittee. I appre-
ciate Congressman Clay Shaw, who is the
chairman of the House Ways and Means
Trade Subcommittee. I'm honored that
these three Members of Congress are
standing with us today.

I appreciate los Embajadores from the
Central American countries, Ambassador
Duenas, Ambassador Stadthagen, Ambas-
sador Espinal, Ambassador Castillo de Gua-
temala. By the way, Espinal is Dominican
Republic; Ambassador Stadthagen is from
Nicaragua; Duenas is from Costa Rica. I
appreciate Ambassador Leon from El Sal-
vador, who is with us. I want to thank
the Special Envoy Garcia from Honduras.
I appreciate Anna Escobar, who is the Vice
President of El Salvador, for joining us.
Bienvenidos. And 1 want to thank Jose
Insulza, who is the Secretary General of
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