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It will improve—boost demand for our
goods. It will help them reduce poverty.
See, as wealth spreads out through the
neighborhood, it will help create a vibrant
middle class, and that's important. That’s
important. It will mean somebody is more
likely to find a job close to home than
trying to sneak into the United States of
America to find a job. CAFTA is important
foreign policy. It will help stabilize democ-
racies, and it will help our friends grown
and prosper, and that's good. That’s in our
interests that we do just that.

And so I'm calling on the Congress to
pass CAFTA. It’s a pro-jobs bill. It’s a pro-
growth bill. It's a pro-democracy bill. We
cannot turn our backs on our friends. We
cannot say to them, “For pure political rea-
sons, we’re not going to support a treaty
that will not only help our own businesses,
but that will help stabilize young democ-
racies.”

And so I want to thank you for giving
me a chance to come by and visit with
you about an important piece of legislation.
I can't tell you what an honor it is to come
down to North Carolina, and it's a huge
honor to be the President of the United
States of America.

May God bless you, and may God bless
our people.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m. at
Gaston College. In his remarks, he referred
to Robert L. Stowe III, chairman, D. Har-
ding Stowe, president and chief executive of-
ficer, and Richmond H. Stowe, secretary and
treasurer, R.L. Stowe Mills, Inc.; Robert L.
Johnson, owner and governor, National Bas-
ketball Association’s Charlotte Bobcats; and
President Elias Antonio Saca Gonzalez of El
Salvador.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget

Amendments

July 15, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2006 budget amendments for the
Departments of Agriculture and Health and
Human Services; the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency; International Assistance
Programs; the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration; and the Small Busi-
ness Administration. In total, these amend-

ments would not increase the discretionary
budget authority proposed in my FY 2006
Budget.

The details of these proposals are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 15, 2005

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-114)(the “Act”), I hereby determine
and report to the Congress that suspension
for 6 months beyond August 1, 2005, of
the right to bring an action under title III
of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUusH

The President’s Radio Address
July 16, 2005

Good morning. Under the Constitution,
I have the responsibility to nominate a suc-
cessor to Supreme Court Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor. This past week, I met with
Democratic and Republican leaders in the
United States Senate and sought their views
on the process and their thoughts on the
qualities to look for in a potential nominee.
Also, my staff has talked with more than
60 Members of the United States Senate.
Members of the Senate are receiving a full
opportunity to provide their opinions and
recommendations, and I appreciate their
advice.

I will be guided by clear principles as
I make my decision. My nominee will be
a fair-minded individual who represents the
mainstream of American law and American
values. The nominee will meet the highest
standards of intellect, character, and ability,
and will pledge to faithfully interpret the
Constitution and laws of our country. Our
Nation deserves, and I will select, a Su-
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NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden,
Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations; Thad Cochran, chairman,
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J.
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking
member, House Committee on International
Relations; and Jerry Lewis, chairman, and
David R. Obey, ranking member, House
Committee on Appropriations.

preme Court Justice that Americans can be
proud of.

The American people also expect a Sen-
ate confirmation process that rises above
partisanship. When I met with Senate lead-
ers, we discussed our shared goal of making
sure that the confirmation process is dig-
nified. The nominee deserves fair treat-
ment, a fair hearing, and a fair vote. I will
make my nomination in a timely manner
so the nominee can be confirmed before
the start of the Court’s new term in Octo-
ber.

The experiences of the two Justices nom-
inated by President Clinton provide useful
examples of fair treatment and a reasonable
timetable for Senate action. In 1993, the
Senate voted on and confirmed Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg to the Supreme
Court 42 days after President Clinton sub-
mitted her nomination. And despite the sig-
nificant philosophical differences many Sen-
ators had with Justice Ginsburg, she re-
ceived 96 votes in favor of confirmation.
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