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I appreciate all the individuals who are 
advancing reconciliation and a strong Euro-
pean future for Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
A modern and democratic Balkan region 
is an essential element in a Europe that 
is unified, free, and at peace. As we work 
to make the world more peaceful, we share 
a common faith in the value of freedom, 

the sanctity of life, and the triumph of good 
over evil. 

May God bless the people of the Balkan 
region and the souls of the departed. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of 
Singapore and an Exchange With Reporters 
July 12, 2005 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you. 
President Bush. We’ve just had a very 

interesting and comprehensive discussion 
about our bilateral relations, which are 
strong. But Singapore is—is a country that 
has an interesting position in the Far East. 
The Prime Minister brings a perspective 
about the U.S. role, about the future of 
the region that I have found fascinating. 
The Prime Minister is a strategic thinker. 
He obviously worries about the lives of the 
citizens in his country, daily lives, in what’s 
taking place, but he’s also got the capacity 
to see beyond the horizon. 

And I want to thank you for sharing your 
insights. I appreciate so very much your— 
your advice. And I look forward to working 
with you. We’re going to sign a very impor-
tant document here, cementing our good 
relationship. 

And finally, the Prime Minister and I 
share a clear vision about the world in 
which we live when it comes to terror— 
these terrorists that kill on a moment’s no-
tice. They don’t care who you are. They 
want to shake our will. They want to drive 
America from the world. They want the 
free world to retreat. They’ve got ideolog-
ical ambitions, and it’s going to require a 
steadfast response, and the Prime Minister 
understands that. 

And I appreciate your strength of char-
acter and your clear vision about the dan-
gers we face. Welcome. Glad you’re here. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you, Mr. 
President. I’m very happy to be here to 
meet the President in the Oval Office. 
Singapore and America share many com-
mon interests and many similar perspec-
tives on the world around us, particularly 
in Asia. And I’ve been happy to have a 
wide exchange of views with the President 
on how Southeast Asia is developing, what’s 
happening in Asia, how China and India 
are opening up and becoming influential 
in the region and exerting a positive influ-
ence on many of the countries, and how 
America can be part of Asia and engage, 
participating, and continuing to stabilize 
and to maintain the security in the region, 
as it has done for many years. 

One aspect of security, of course, is 
antiterror. And I told the President how 
much we appreciated America’s strong, 
consistent stand on this, that not with-
standing any—whatever the terrorists may 
throw at America, that it will stay firm, 
and there’s absolute confidence that it will 
not waver, whether in Iraq or anywhere 
else in the world. 

It’s critical to us because, for us, 
antiterror is also a hot agenda item. So 
it’s one of the areas of mutual interest 
which has lead our two countries to embark 
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upon a strategic framework agreement 
which will set out the basis for us to broad-
en and deepen the cooperation which we 
already have had over these many years. 
And I’m very happy that today we’ll have 
the chance to sign that agreement. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
We’ll answer a question a piece. Deb 

[Deb Riechmann, Associated Press]. 

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination 
Q. Mr. President, you had a meeting this 

morning with four leading Senators. How 
much more input do you need before you’ll 
be able to make a decision on this? And 
you know, how close are you? 

President Bush. Closer today than I was 
yesterday. [Laughter] I did have a good 
breakfast with four United States Senators, 
the leaders of the Senate plus the heads 
of the Judiciary Committee. I asked their 
advice on a couple of matters. One, I asked 
their advice on the timing of a nominee. 
In other words, how fast could they get 
to the—to the hearings necessary for a 
nominee’s name to move forward. Obvi-
ously, we’re in a very interesting period 
here, where you’ve got the end of the ses-
sion coming up; then you’ve got an August 
break. So I was just trying to get a sense 
of their view of the calendar. And I want 
to thank them for being forthright. 

Obviously, they get to decide. They’re 
the legislative branch; they get to deter-
mine how fast to move a nominee’s name 
or not. My only question to them is: What 
will it take to be able to get a person con-
firmed by early October? 

Secondly, we talked in general about a 
potential nominee. They’ve got strong opin-
ions, and I wanted to hear them. And 
they’ve shared some opinions with me. And 
of course, they’re sharing—many Senators 
are sharing their opinions with others on 
my staff. We’re actively seeking rec-
ommendations. 

I am going to be deliberate in the proc-
ess because I want the American people 
to know that when I finally make a deci-

sion, it’s going to be one based upon a 
lot of research and a lot of thought about 
the character of the person, the integrity 
of the person, the ability of the person to 
do the job, and the philosophy of the per-
son. And as you know, I campaigned twice 
for President of the United States, and I 
said, ‘‘If I have a chance to name somebody 
to the Supreme Court or courts in general, 
I’ll pick people who will use the bench— 
will interpret the Constitution while on the 
bench but not use the bench to legislate.’’ 
We’ve got a legislative body called the U.S. 
House of Representatives and the Senate. 
They do the legislation. And the courts will 
then interpret the Constitution as to wheth-
er or not the laws are constitutional or not. 

And so that’s where we are in the proc-
ess. It’s a—— 

Q. Do you agree with your wife about 
her desire for you to name a woman? 

President Bush. My wife? Listen, I talked 
to her yesterday. She’s in Africa on a mis-
sion of good will. She’s talking about wom-
en’s education and HIV/AIDS. Listen, I get 
her advice all the time. I didn’t realize 
she’d put this advice in the press. That’s— 
[laughter]. She did? Well, good. I’m defi-
nitely considering—we’re definitely consid-
ering people from all walks of life, and 
I can’t wait to hear her advice in person 
when she gets back. [Laughter] 

Go ahead. 

Strategic Framework Agreement 
Q. Can we ask some questions on Singa-

pore? What’s the significance of the agree-
ment that’s going to be signed from Singa-
pore’s perspective and from the United 
States’ perspective? 

Prime Minister Lee. Well, from our per-
spective, it builds on a very sound relation-
ship and broadens and deepens it further. 
It enables us to focus more on 
antiterrorism, on anti-WMD proliferation, 
as well as on other aspects of our relation-
ship, defense technology cooperation, mili-
tary cooperation between our armed forces, 
and strategic and security exchanges. 
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President Bush. From our perspective, it 
is a—it is a statement about how important 
our relations with Singapore is. We’ve made 
a statement before on economic relations 
when we signed a free trade agreement. 
And that was an important agreement. It’s 
important for our economy. It’s important 
for the economy of Singapore. This agree-
ment takes our relationship beyond just ec-
onomics. It’s a strategic relationship. It is 
one that will have long-term consequences 
for both our peoples. But I happen to be-
lieve that it’ll have long-term consequences 
for peace in the region, and that’s very 
important. 

This is a relationship based upon mutual 
trust, shared values, but it’s also a relation-

ship that recognizes that we have an active 
role to play, both countries have an active 
role to play, in laying the foundations for 
peace in the region of the world that— 
in the Far East. And it’s an important re-
gion. 

One of the points that the Prime Min-
ister has made to me, and he keeps re-
minding me that our involvement in the 
Far East is very important. And we will 
stay involved in a constructive way. And 
this agreement is a constructive agreement. 
It’s a constructive way to stay involved. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong of Singapore 
July 12, 2005 

President George W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong reaffirm the 
strong U.S.-Singapore partnership and will 
open a new chapter in strategic cooperation 
by signing the ‘‘Strategic Framework Agree-
ment Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Republic of Singapore for a 
Closer Cooperation Partnership in Defense 
and Security.’’ 

The Agreement is a natural step in the 
expansion of bilateral ties. President Bush 
and then-Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong 
first announced their intention to conclude 
this agreement in October 2003. It was 
born out of a shared desire to address com-
mon threats such as terrorism and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD), which called for even closer co-
operation between the United States and 
Singapore. The Agreement recognizes 
Singapore’s role as a Major Security Co-
operation Partner and will expand the 
scope of current cooperation in areas such 
as counterterrorism, counter-proliferation, 

joint military exercises and training, policy 
dialogues, and defense technology. The 
Agreement will further enhance regional 
stability by supporting the continued secu-
rity presence of the United States in South-
east Asia. 

The President and Prime Minister agree 
that the U.S. presence in the region has 
promoted peace and stability, which are 
crucial for regional cooperation and eco-
nomic development. The President and 
Prime Minister instruct their senior officials 
to meet to continue close coordination on 
strategic issues in the period leading up 
to their next bilateral meeting. 

The President and the Prime Minister 
acknowledge progress in the war on terror. 
The Prime Minister commends the Presi-
dent for the United States’ resolute and 
steadfast stance in the war on terror and 
expresses Singapore’s continued support in 
this endeavour. 
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