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July 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

Message on the Observance of Independence Day, 2005 
July 1, 2005 

Since July 4, 1776, Americans have expe-
rienced freedom’s power to overcome tyr-
anny, inspire hope in times of trial, and 
turn the creative gifts of men and women 
to the pursuits of peace. Across generations, 
our Nation has defended and advanced lib-
erty. 

The words of our Founding Fathers first 
guided a country of 4 million souls, yet 
they put large events in motion. When the 
Liberty Bell sounded at the first public 
reading of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, one who witnessed the birth of free-
dom in our country said, ‘‘It rang as if 
it meant something.’’ In our time it means 
something still. America continues to pro-
claim liberty throughout the world, and we 
remain a country full of hope and promise 
where opportunity thrives, where all stand 
equal before the law, and where our free-
doms are celebrated. 

Americans live in freedom because of the 
enduring power of our ideals. In the midst 
of World War II, President Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt reminded our troops that our 
Nation believes in the ‘‘right to liberty 
under God—for all peoples and races and 
groups and nations, everywhere in the 
world.’’ Today, a new generation of Ameri-
cans continues to defend our Nation and 
spread freedom. On this Fourth of July, 
we honor the brave men and women of 
our military, and their families, and we ex-
press our gratitude for their courage, dedi-
cation to duty, and love of country. 

Laura and I send our best wishes to all 
Americans on Independence Day. May God 
bless you, and may God continue to bless 
America. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 2, 2005 

Good morning. Laura and I wish all 
Americans a happy Fourth of July weekend. 
I look forward to celebrating Independence 
Day with the people of Morgantown, West 
Virginia. On the Fourth of July, we remem-
ber the vision and conviction of America’s 
Founders. We remember the ideals of lib-
erty that led men from 13 Colonies to gath-
er in Philadelphia and pen a declaration 
of self-evident truths. And we remember 
the extraordinary personal courage that 
made their efforts a success. Doctor Ben-
jamin Rush said that signing the Declara-
tion of Independence was ‘‘like signing your 
own death warrant.’’ He signed it anyway— 

right above his fellow Pennsylvania dele-
gate, Benjamin Franklin. 

On Independence Day, we are also 
mindful that the promises of the Declara-
tion have been secured by the service and 
sacrifice of every generation. America’s first 
defenders were mostly farmers, artisans, 
and shopkeepers who waged a desperate 
fight for independence. Our Union was 
preserved through the costly battles of the 
Civil War, including one at Vicksburg that 
ended on Independence Day, 1863. And 
we live in freedom because Americans pre-
vailed in the hard-fought struggles of the 
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