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Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V.

Putin: Nuclear Security Cooperation
February 24, 2005

The United States and Russia will en-
hance cooperation to counter one of the
gravest threats our two countries face, nu-
clear terrorism. We bear a special responsi-
bility for the security of nuclear weapons
and fissile material, in order to ensure that
there is no possibility such weapons or ma-
terials would fall into terrorist hands. While
the security of nuclear facilities in the U.S.
and Russia meet current requirements, we
stress that these requirements must be con-
stantly enhanced to counter the evolving
terrorist threats. Building on our earlier
work, we announce today our intention to
expand and deepen cooperation on nuclear
security with the goal of enhancing the se-
curity of nuclear facilities in our two coun-
tries and, together with our friends and al-
lies, around the globe.

To this end the United States and Russia
will continue and expand their cooperation
on emergency response capability to deal
with the consequences of a nuclear/radio-
logical incident, including the development
of additional technical methods to detect
nuclear and radioactive materials that are,
or may be, involved in the incident.

We will work together to help ensure
full implementation of UN Security Council
Resolution 1540 and early adoption of an
International Convention on Nuclear Ter-
rorism and the amended Convention on
Physical Protection of Nuclear Material.

U.S. and Russian experts will share “best
practices” for the sake of improving secu-
rity at nuclear facilities, and will jointly ini-
tiate security “best practices” consultations
with other countries that have advanced nu-
clear programs. Our experts will convene
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in 2005 a senior-level bilateral nuclear secu-
rity workshop to focus increased attention
on the “security culture” in our countries
including fostering disciplined, well-trained,
and responsible custodians and protective
forces, and fully utilized and well-main-
tained security systems.

The United States and Russia will con-
tinue to work jointly to develop low-en-
riched uranium fuel for use in any U.S.-
and Russian-design research reactors in
third countries now using high-enriched
uranium fuel, and to return fresh and spent
high-enriched uranium from U.S.- and Rus-
sian-design research reactors in third coun-
tries.

The United States and Russia will con-
tinue our cooperation on security upgrades
of nuclear facilities and develop a plan of
work through and beyond 2008 on joint
projects. Recognizing that the terrorist
threat is both long-term and constantly
evolving, in 2008 our countries will assess
the joint projects and identify avenues for
future cooperation consistent with our in-
creased attention to the security culture in
both countries.

We have established a bilateral Senior
Interagency Group chaired by Secretary of
Energy Bodman and Rosatom Director
Rumyantsev for cooperation on nuclear se-
curity to oversee implementation of these
cooperative efforts. A progress report will
be due on July 1, 2005, and thereafter on
a regular basis.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.
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Statement on Pope John Paul II
February 24, 2005

On behalf of all Americans, Laura and
I send our heartfelt best wishes to Pope
John Paul II. The Holy Father is in our

The President’s Radio Address
February 26, 2005

Good morning. This past week I was in
Europe, where I had good discussions with
our friends and allies about how to meet
the mutual challenges we face, spreading
freedom and democracy, defeating ter-
rorism, expanding prosperity, and pro-
moting peace. In our meetings, we re-
affirmed the vital importance of the trans-
atlantic alliance for advancing these com-
mon interests and values.

Now that I'm back home, I'm eager to
move ahead with one of my top domestic
priorities, strengthening and saving Social
Security. I have already met with tens of
thousands of you in nine States to discuss
this important issue. During the recent con-
gressional recess, many Senators and Con-
gressmen have held their own townhall
meetings to discuss Social Security reform
with their constituents. For example, Sen-
ator Rick Santorum hosted forums all
across Pennsylvania this week, and Wis-
consin Congressman Paul Ryan held nearly
three dozen listening sessions in his district.
I am pleased with the progress of the na-
tional discussion on this issue, and I look
forward to hearing everyone’s ideas when
the Congress returns.

Meanwhile, T'll be visiting New Jersey
and Indiana next week, and I plan to keep
traveling across the country to talk about
Social Security. I will continue to reassure
those of you born before 1950 that your
Social Security benefits will not change in

thoughts and prayers, and we wish him a
speedy recovery and return to the service
of his church and all humanity.

any way. You will receive your checks, and
that is a fact.

I will also make clear to younger workers
that Social Security is heading toward bank-
ruptcy. Massive numbers of baby boomers,
like me, will soon begin to retire. People
are living longer, and benefits are sched-
uled to increase dramatically, and fewer
workers will be paying into the system to
support each retiree. For you younger
workers, the current system has made
promises that it cannot keep, and that is
also a fact. Every year we wait to address
this problem will make any eventual solu-
tion more painful and drastic, and we will
saddle our children and grandchildren with
an ever-greater burden. We need to act
now to fix Social Security permanently.

As we fix Social Security, we must also
make it a better deal for younger workers.
I have proposed allowing you to set aside
part of your payroll taxes in personal retire-
ment accounts. These accounts would be
voluntary; the money would go into a con-
servative mix of bond and stock funds that
would have the opportunity to earn a high-
er rate of return than anything the current
system could provide. And that money
would provide a nest egg to supplement
your traditional Social Security check or to
pass on to your children. Best of all, it
would replace the empty promises of the
current system with real assets of owner-

ship.
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