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is a fabulous First Lady, a great mom, and 
a great wife. And she sends her very best. 

I want to thank the Governor of the 
great State of Pennsylvania for joining us 
today, Governor Rendell. I’m proud you’re 
here, and thank you for serving. 

I am traveling with members of the 
mighty Pennsylvania congressional delega-
tion. First, Senator Arlen Specter—I appre-
ciate you being here, Mr. Chairman. Sen-
ator Specter is battling cancer with incred-
ible courage, and I appreciate your alle-
giance. I’m proud to be with Senator Rick 
Santorum, a graduate of Penn State Univer-
sity. Congressman John Peterson from this 
area. John, thank you for joining us. 

Dennis Wolff, the secretary of agriculture 
from Pennsylvania, I appreciate you being 
here, Dennis. I want to thank Chris Herr, 
the president of the Pennsylvania FFA 
Foundation. I want to thank Mike 
Brammer, the executive manager. Most of 
all, I want to thank you all for letting me 
come by. 

You know, when I landed, I met another 
person, named Mickey Peters. The reason 
I bring up Mickey is she is a volunteer 
with the Centre County Cooperative Exten-
sion 4–H program. She has been a volun-
teer for more than 40 years and helping 
instill values and reminding all of us that 
we have a commitment to serve our respec-
tive communities. The reason I bring up 
Mickey is because, if you’re interested in 
serving your country, your State, or your 
community, volunteer. See, the great 
strength of this country lies in the hearts 
and souls of our citizens. If you want to 
truly be a patriot in America, feed the hun-
gry; find shelter for the homeless; love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. Mickey, thank you for coming, and 
thank you for the example you have set. 

I am particularly grateful to come to 
speak to younger Americans and a few 
older ones here I see scattered around. 
[Laughter] We’re living in historic times. 
These are amazing times. And I hope 
you’re as excited about them as I am. I 

wish I could tell you this wasn’t the truth— 
the case, but the case is, we’re still fighting 
the war against terrorists. It’s a different 
kind of war. But it’s a necessary war, be-
cause our most solemn duty is to protect 
the homeland. 

Our strategy is clear: We will stay on 
the offensive against the enemy. We will 
find them where they hide. We will bring 
them to justice. We will defeat them in 
foreign lands so we do not have to face 
them here at home. And for those of you 
with a relative in the United States military, 
I want you to do me a favor and thank 
them on behalf of the Commander in 
Chief, but more importantly, thank them 
on behalf of a grateful nation for their sac-
rifice and service. 

The second part of our strategy to defeat 
terror, to spread the peace, is to spread 
liberty, is to help those courageous souls 
who demand the God-given right to live 
in a free society. Freedom is on the march 
around the world now. We’re living in 
amazing times when millions of people in 
Afghanistan, when given a chance, went to 
the polls to say, ‘‘We want to live in a 
free society.’’ Freedom is on the march in 
places like Lebanon and Ukraine. Freedom 
has taken hold in Georgia. Freedom has 
taken hold in Lebanon. Freedom has taken 
hold in Iraq, where 8.5 million citizens de-
fied suiciders and killers to say with a loud 
voice to the world, ‘‘We want to be free.’’ 
And a free society is a necessary part of 
spreading the peace. 

So as you watch the dramatic changes 
taking place in the world, keep in mind 
we’re laying the foundation for a peaceful 
world, a world in which boys and girls from 
all cultures and all countries can realize 
their dreams, can live in a free society. 
There’s no doubt in my mind this world 
will be better off as freedom spreads. And 
I’m proud that the United States of Amer-
ica is taking the lead in spreading democ-
racy and freedom around the world. 

There are dramatic times here at home. 
As you know, there are dramatic changes 
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