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So let me make a prediction, that I should
be able to say to the world, I have con-
fidence in the spread of freedom because
there’s a young group of people who love
freedom and want to do something about
seeing freedom spread. That's what I think.

I'm really pleased that Dina Powell is
here. Dina is the—Egyptian American, by
the way—she ran the Presidential personnel
department. In other words, she’s the per-
son that brought names to me that would
serve in our Government. It’s a pretty pow-
erful position, when you think about it. I
nominated her to be the Assistant Secretary
of State for Educational and Cultural Af-
fairs. That's a big job here in America. I'm
going to miss her in the White House, but
our country will be well-served by her serv-
ing in the State Department.

I appreciate the staff of the Department
of State Bureau for Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs. I want to thank the represent-
atives from AYUSA for being here. And
I appreciate the representatives from the
Close Up Foundation for coming. I want
to thank your chaperones for being here
as well, caring adults, people who want you
to enjoy your experience here in America.

The American people probably don’t
know this program well, so I'm going to
say some things that’s obvious to you. First,
youve been here for 10 months, and sec-
ondly, you've attended American high
schools, and you've stayed with American
families, and you made American friends,
which means that you have made contribu-
tions. You've contributed to better under-
standing.

You've also done some interesting things.
I've been told you volunteered in local
charities. You found out one of the great
strengths of this country is the fact that
people volunteer to make somebody else’s
life better. We all got hearts and care deep-
ly about a neighbor in need, and there’s
a universal call in the Good Books through-
out the world that says, “Love a neighbor
like you'd like to be loved yourself.” And
I understand some of you did that, and

I want to thank you for contributing to
our country.

I want to thank you for teaching—being
teachers, just by telling people your life
story. It really wasn’t all that hard to be
a good teacher, was it—say, “Here’s how
I was raised,” and “Here’s what I believe,”
and “Here’s what my culture is like,” and
“Here’s what my faith teaches me.” So,
thanks for being a teacher as well as a
helper.

I know there’s a student here who went
to Grayling High School in Michigan,
Abdul Rahman. He’s from Syria. He took
on a special project. He decided—and I'm
sure maybe some of you all did the same
thing during the holy month of Ramadan—
explained to students what that means. A
lot of kids your age here in this country
really aren’t sure what Ramadan means,
and it's important for them to understand
what Ramadan means. And so Abdul—
here’s what he said. He said, “When I got
to one of my classes on the first day of
Ramadan, I was totally amazed. There were
signs everywhere in the class saying ‘Happy
Ramadan, Abdul.” Some students even tried
to fast with me on the first day.”

Getting a high school kid in America to
fast is kind of hard to do. [Laughter] But
the point there of the story is, somebody—
some kids in that high school class have
a better understanding of a different cul-
ture.

Many of you have shown young Ameri-
cans how Islam inspires you to live, to lead
lives based on honesty and justice and com-
passion. Because you came to this country,
thousands of Americans better understand
your faith and your heritage, and that’s
really important. So I want to thank you.
I want to thank you for reaching out. I
want to thank you for taking a little bit
of a risk. It’s not easy to come to a foreign
country, is it, to leave home. It must be
kind of hard—you say, “Well, T can’t imag-
ine what it’s going to be like to go to school
in America and be teamed up with a family
I've never met before.” And so you were
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risktakers for the sake of understanding and
world peace, and I want to thank you for
that.

I suspect during your stay here, you
came across Americans who hail from your
home countries. If you didn’t, it’s only be-
cause you didn’t get enough exposure, be-
cause I can assure you, for every country
represented here, there are hundreds of
Americans—at least hundreds of Americans
from your native land, men and women
who came to America because they know
this is a land where hard work will be re-
warded, where faith will be respected, and
where cultural heritage will be valued.

Maria—a young girl named Maria from
Pakistan—I don’t think she’s here with us
today—put it well in an essay she wrote
about her experience. There’s some Ameri-
cans who may be watching this on TV now,
and I want them to hear what Maria wrote.
She says, “The very important thing I
learned about America is that it’s a melting
pot where you can find the world in one
place living together. I really appreciate
this.” She said, “Now if someone says any-
thing negative about America, I would
stand up, because I love America.” That’s
one of the lessons she learned about her
trip here.

I don’t know if you—I guess you all were
here during the Presidential election. It
must have been an interesting experience
for you. It was certainly an interesting one
for me. [Laughter] You got to see can-
didates travel the country asking for the
vote, working day in and day out, in my
case, saying to the people, “T got something
to do,” in my opponent’s case—my Oppo-
nents’ cases, saying, “I think I can do a
better job than old George W.” But that’s
what democracy is about. It's about under-
standing the boss; in our form of govern-
ment, the people decide. And that’s a form
of government that’s healthy and good.

I know some of you got involved in the
campaign. Cowtar from Morocco volun-
teered on election day, helping make sure
Oregon voters had rides to the polls. And
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I want to thank you for participating. I
was told that a fellow named Butan from
Iraq, who’s with us, actually volunteered
at a local political headquarters in the State
of Pennsylvania. I hope you found that an
exciting experience. It's called grassroots
politics. It probably doesn’t translate very
well in some of your native tongues, but
it means getting involved at the local level
to convince people to participate in the
democratic process.

We're seeing the democracy campaigns
like the one I went through taking place
now in other parts of the world. I mean,
Afghanistan had a vote. It was a fantastic
experience for a lot of people—folks. And
I know some of you lived under the clutch-
es of the Taliban. It must have been an
incredibly refreshing experience to be able
to go and express yourself at the polls, say,
“This is what I think. This is my opinion,
not the opinion of tyrants, but this is my
opinion.” And it’s the collective opinion of
thousands which decided the fate of that
country.

People in Iraq voted. People in that
country defied the car bombers, the
suiciders, the killers, those who fear free-
dom, and said, “I'm going to go to the
polls, no matter what the risk is.” Democ-
racy is on the march. Freedom is on the
march. And I'm convinced we're just seeing
the beginnings of it, and the world is going
to be more peaceful because of it.

I know you're looking forward to going
home. But when you get home, I hope
you remind people about what you found
here, that the people of this country care
deeply about others, that we respect reli-
gion, that we believe in human rights and
human dignity, that we believe every per-
son has worth, and that we do want to
have a world that’s more peaceful and more
free.

I hope you go home and say that Ameri-
cans are proud of watching the progress
that is being made, of people assuming lib-
erty. One of the lessons I hope you share
with the people back home, your buddies
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and your families, is that we understand
that it’s hard to go from tyranny to free-
dom. We had a little trouble on our own.
If youve studied American history, you'll
realize that our path to democracy wasn’t
all that smooth. In other words, we had
setbacks and hard work to try to achieve
as good a government as we can possibly
have. It’s hard work. It’s really hard work.

I hope when you go home, you explain
to people that we understand that the form
of democracy your country takes will reflect
your values and your history, not American
values and American history. In other
words, we love the concept of people being
free. We believe democracy is the best
form of government, but we fully under-
stand that it’s got to be a democracy that
suits the needs of the people in the coun-
tries from which you're from.

I believe freedom is universal. I don’t
believe freedom is America’s gift to the
world. T believe there’s an Almighty God
who speaks to different faiths, and I believe
freedom is a gift from that Almighty. And
that’s why I'm so confident and optimistic
that freedom will prevail.

I hope you realize the impact you've
made on some people. A lot of people—
you know, there’s such a thing called
“word-of-mouth.” People get talking, “I
met so-and-so. I met old Abdul. He
seemed like a good fellow to me.” And
the word gets out about the values that
you brought to America. There’s a lot of
people here in this country, now when they
start thinking about the Middle East,
they're going to think about it differently
because of the impact you've had on them,

because you were willing to share your cul-
ture and your way of life.

I hope you look at yourself as bridge
builders. And as importantly, I hope you
look at this experience as the beginning
of a journey that will—in which youll be-
come leaders. You know, old guys like me
will be moving on, but someday—I plan
to live for quite a while—someday, I hope
to turn on my TV and see you standing
up leading your country or talking about
human rights and minority rights and
human dignity in the countries where
youre from. I hope you understand that
you have a fantastic opportunity to make
a difference. You've already made a dif-
ference here in America. And with this ex-
perience, go home and continue making
differences.

By the way, if you feel like going to
college, come back. We've got some great
universities here. We want people from all
around the world coming to our univer-
sities. Tell your buddies, your friends and
neighbors, to think about coming to Amer-
ica to go to university. The more exchanges
there are of people of like age, the better
off the world will be.

Anyway, welcome to the Rose Garden.
I hope you loved our country. I hope you
enjoyed your experience. I hope you come
back. In the meantime, I ask for God’s
blessings on you all and your families and
the peoples of your country. Thank you
for being here. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget

Amendments
June 13, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2006 budget amendments for the
Department of Justice and the General
Services Administration. In addition, this
transmittal contains FY 2006 budget
amendments for the Legislative and Judicial
Branches. As a matter of comity, appropria-
tions requests of the Legislative and Judi-
cial Branches are commonly transmitted
without change.

The details of these proposals are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 14.

Remarks on Strengthening Social Security in University Park, Pennsylvania

June 14, 2005

The President. Mr. President, thanks for
the great introduction, and thanks for hav-
ing me. It’s an honor to be here at Penn
State University, one of the great univer-
sities in our country. I want to thank the
president of this fine university, President
Spanier, for having us. Thank you for let-
ting me come here on this beautiful cam-
pus.

Guess what happened? There was a pret-
ty famous person at the airport today.
[Laughter] And so I said, “Why don’t you
ride over to the college campus with me
here, the university campus. I need a brief-
ing on what's going on.” And Joe Paterno
kindly agreed to travel with me. I said,
“Let’s talk football.” He said, “Why don’t
you tell me what's going on in Wash-
ington.” [Laughter] 1 tell you one thing
about Joe Paterno; there’s no more decent
fellow on the face of the Earth—what a
man who sets high standards. He loves his
family. He loves this university. He loves
his country, and my mother and dad love
him. Coach, thanks for coming, proud
you're here.
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I appreciate the FFA a lot. I appreciate
the fact that the Pennsylvania FFA has
made a table for the Crawford, Texas, FFA.
I'm looking forward to telling the folks
there at Crawford how decent the good
folks here are in Pennsylvania. I really want
to thank you for that gesture. I bet they
like that table. I'm a little disappointed you
didn’t make the table for me. [Laughter]

But thanks for what you—thanks for the
example you have set. Thanks for under-
standing the importance of values. I mean,
one thing that’s really important about our
farming communities all across the country
is that in our farming communities you find
the values of hard work, faith, love of fam-
ily, and love of our country. And I want
to thank you all for carrying on that tradi-
tion of carrying those values.

I'm sorry my wife isn’t here.

Audience members. Aw-w-w!

The President. Yes, I know, most people
are sorry—[laughter]—she’s not here in-
stead of me. But she is doing great. I'm
a lucky man when Laura said, “T do.” She
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is a fabulous First Lady, a great mom, and
a great wife. And she sends her very best.

I want to thank the Governor of the
great State of Pennsylvania for joining us
today, Governor Rendell. I'm proud you're
here, and thank you for serving.

I am traveling with members of the
mighty Pennsylvania congressional delega-
tion. First, Senator Arlen Specter—I appre-
ciate you being here, Mr. Chairman. Sen-
ator Specter is battling cancer with incred-
ible courage, and I appreciate your alle-
giance. I'm proud to be with Senator Rick
Santorum, a graduate of Penn State Univer-
sity. Congressman John Peterson from this
area. John, thank you for joining us.

Dennis Wolff, the secretary of agriculture
from Pennsylvania, I appreciate you being
here, Dennis. I want to thank Chris Herr,
the president of the Pennsylvania FFA
Foundation. I want to thank Mike
Brammer, the executive manager. Most of
all, T want to thank you all for letting me
come by.

You know, when I landed, I met another
person, named Mickey Peters. The reason
I bring up Mickey is she is a volunteer
with the Centre County Cooperative Exten-
sion 4-H program. She has been a volun-
teer for more than 40 years and helping
instill values and reminding all of us that
we have a commitment to serve our respec-
tive communities. The reason I bring up
Mickey is because, if you're interested in
serving your country, your State, or your
community, volunteer. See, the great
strength of this country lies in the hearts
and souls of our citizens. If you want to
truly be a patriot in America, feed the hun-
gry; find shelter for the homeless; love a
neighbor just like you'd like to be loved
yourself. Mickey, thank you for coming, and
thank you for the example you have set.

I am particularly grateful to come to
speak to younger Americans and a few
older ones here I see scattered around.
[Laughter] We're living in historic times.
These are amazing times. And I hope
youre as excited about them as I am. I

wish T could tell you this wasn’t the truth—
the case, but the case is, we're still fighting
the war against terrorists. It’s a different
kind of war. But it's a necessary war, be-
cause our most solemn duty is to protect
the homeland.

Our strategy is clear: We will stay on
the offensive against the enemy. We will
find them where they hide. We will bring
them to justice. We will defeat them in
foreign lands so we do not have to face
them here at home. And for those of you
with a relative in the United States military,
I want you to do me a favor and thank
them on behalf of the Commander in
Chief, but more importantly, thank them
on behalf of a grateful nation for their sac-
rifice and service.

The second part of our strategy to defeat
terror, to spread the peace, is to spread
liberty, is to help those courageous souls
who demand the God-given right to live
in a free society. Freedom is on the march
around the world now. Were living in
amazing times when millions of people in
Afghanistan, when given a chance, went to
the polls to say, “We want to live in a
free society.” Freedom is on the march in
places like Lebanon and Ukraine. Freedom
has taken hold in Georgia. Freedom has
taken hold in Lebanon. Freedom has taken
hold in Iraq, where 8.5 million citizens de-
fied suiciders and killers to say with a loud
voice to the world, “We want to be free.”
And a free society is a necessary part of
spreading the peace.

So as you watch the dramatic changes
taking place in the world, keep in mind
we're laying the foundation for a peaceful
world, a world in which boys and girls from
all cultures and all countries can realize
their dreams, can live in a free society.
There’s no doubt in my mind this world
will be better off as freedom spreads. And
I'm proud that the United States of Amer-
ica is taking the lead in spreading democ-
racy and freedom around the world.

There are dramatic times here at home.
As you know, there are dramatic changes
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