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As we increase trade, we are also reform-
ing the way we deliver aid. For too many
years, our assistance to Africa was sent
without regard to results. Under my Ad-
ministration, U.S. development aid to Afri-
can nations has increased, but we are not
just giving more aid; we are being wiser
about how it is spent.

The idea is based on common sense: Aid
works best in countries that are proving
their commitment to govern justly, respect
the rule of law, invest in their citizens, and
open up their economies. When nations do
these things and expand freedom and op-
portunities to all their citizens, entire soci-
eties can be lifted out of poverty and de-
spair. In 2002, we launched the Millennium
Challenge Account to provide aid to poorer
nations based on these principles. In April,
Madagascar became the first country to

sign a Compact with the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation, and I am confident that
other African nations will follow.

At a time when freedom is on the march
around the world, it is vital that the con-
tinent of Africa be a place of democracy
and prosperity and hope, where people
grow up healthy and have the opportunity
to realize their dreams. Africa is a continent
of promise, and the United States wants
to help the people of Africa realize the
brighter future they deserve.

NoOTE: The President’s remarks were taped
at 11:05 a.m. in the Map Room at the White
House for broadcast on Voice of America’s
radio and television stations beginning June
8. The transcript was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 10.
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Thanks for the warm welcome. It is real-
ly exciting to come and spend time in this
fine facility and to meet the men and
women who work at the National
Counterterrorism Center. I just met with
some who spend long hours preparing
threat assessments, and it was my honor
to tell them how much I appreciate their
hard work and appreciate the daily briefing
I get every single morning.

I want to thank you all for taking on
such demanding assignments and important
assignments. My message to the folks here
is, thanks for being on the frontline and
protecting America during the war on ter-
ror. You know, it’s a different kind of war.
It's a war that seems like there’s maybe
no action taking place, that maybe the
enemy is not active. You know, I was con-
cerned after September the 11th that the
tendency would be to forget the nature of
the people with whom you deal on a daily
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basis. But I understand that there is an
enemy that still lurks, and you know it as
well.

And so on behalf of a grateful nation,
I want to thank you for working hard to
protect America. I want to thank you for
your dedication. I want to thank you for
your service and sacrifice.

The NCTC plays a key part in the Office
of the Director of National Intelligence. It’s
a crucial part of making sure that we can
say to the American people, we’re col-
lecting intelligence and information, and
we're sharing intelligence and information
across jurisdictional lines to better protect
the people and do our most solemn duty,
which is to protect America.

And I want to thank Ambassador and
Director John Negroponte’s leadership on
this issue. I want to thank him for his will-
ingness to step forward to serve. And I
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