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expressed deep appreciation for the out-
pouring of sympathy and generous financial
assistance from the government of the
United States and private American citi-
zens. Recognizing the achievement of pri-
vate U.S. citizens and companies in raising
more than $1.4 billion for relief and recon-
struction of the affected areas, the two
Presidents welcomed the outcome of the
Private Sector Summit held in Washington,
D.C., on 12 May 2005. They commended
the efforts of the private sector, led by
former Presidents George Bush and Bill
Clinton, in generating such generous con-
tributions for the tsunami victims.

President Bush emphasized his govern-
ment’s support for Indonesia’s territorial in-
tegrity and reiterated that the United States
opposes secessionist movements in any part
of Indonesia. He noted that a strong,
united, democratic, and prosperous Indo-
nesia will serve as a force for stability and
progress in Asia and beyond. The President
noted that reconstruction offers the oppor-
tunity for a new beginning in Aceh and
gave his full support for President
Yudhoyono's strong efforts to promote
peace. He welcomed the ongoing talks to
achieve a peaceful and lasting solution to
the conflict, based on special autonomy
within the framework of a united Indonesia.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
underscored their strong commitment to
fight terrorism, which threatens the people
of both nations and undermines inter-
national peace and security. The two lead-
ers rejected any link between terrorism and
religion and pledged to continue to work
closely at the bilateral, regional, and global
levels to combat terror.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
endorsed cultural and educational exchange
visits and interfaith dialogue as means for
promoting tolerance, mutual respect and
mutual understanding. The two Presidents
pledged to work together to support such
initiatives. President Bush welcomed Presi-
dent Yudhoyono’s intention to send promi-
nent Indonesian Islamic scholars to the
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United States to promote inter-faith dia-
logue.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
agreed that normal military relations would
be in the interest of both countries and
undertook to continue working toward that
objective. The two Presidents welcomed
the resumption of Indonesia’s participation
in International Military Education and
Training (IMET) as an important step.
They also looked forward to the convening
of the Third Indonesia-United States Secu-
rity Dialogue in Jakarta in mid-2005 and
called for further meetings of the Bilateral
Defense Dialogue. They also praised the
excellent humanitarian cooperation between
the U.S. military and the Indonesian mili-
tary during the tsunami emergency relief
operations in Aceh. President Yudhoyono
reaffirmed his commitment to further
strengthen military reform, civilian control,
and accountability. President Bush pledged
his full support in these efforts. Encour-
aged by progress in the investigation of the
2002 incident in Timika, President
Yudhoyono reaffirmed that he would inten-
sify efforts to ensure that the suspect in-
dicted by a U.S. Federal court for the 2002
Timika killings is apprehended and that all
those responsible for these crimes are
brought to justice.

The two Presidents discussed ways to
strengthen U.S.-Indonesia economic co-
operation and trade relations. President
Yudhoyono briefed President Bush on his
approach to Indonesia’s development,
which he termed “pro-growth, pro-job, and
pro-poor.” He also noted the urgent need
to improve Indonesia’s infrastructure and
he invited Americans to participate in that
undertaking. President Bush welcomed
President Yudhoyono's determination to
further economic reform, to combat cor-
ruption, and to improve the business and
investment climate. Accordingly, the Presi-
dents welcomed the $10 million G-8 pilot
project to assist Indonesia in its efforts to
improve the business climate. Stressing the
benefits of an open trading system, the two
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Presidents welcomed the resumption of
Trade and Investment Council (TIC) talks,
after a five-year hiatus, under the U.S.-In-
donesia Trade and Investment Framework
Agreement (TIFA). The two Presidents en-
couraged their delegations to continue to
make further progress in resolving out-
standing trade issues, with the aim of
broadening and deepening our economic
relationship.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
discussed the state of the world’s energy
situation and stressed the importance of
strengthening cooperation and investment
in the field of energy. To this end, they
announced the resumption of bilateral en-
ergy consultations, the first round of which
will be held on May 26, 2005, in Wash-
ington after an eight-year hiatus, and called
on participants to report back on progress
to the two Presidents before the APEC
summit meeting later this year.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
reaffirmed the importance of education in
U.S.-Indonesia relations and agreed to con-
tinue placing a high priority on cooperation
in this field. President Yudhoyono recalled
with appreciation President Bush’s initiative
during his visit to Bali in October 2003
to provide US$157 million to fund a six-
year program designed to strengthen Indo-
nesia’s basic education capacity. The two
leaders hailed the initial success of this pro-
gram in enriching the educational experi-
ence of Indonesian children. They also
agreed to expand opportunities and im-
prove the quality of higher education for
Indonesian students, including by increas-
ing the number of Indonesian students
studying in the United States.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
exchanged views on international develop-
ments, particularly those in the Asia-Pacific

region. President Bush expressed apprecia-
tion for Indonesia’s role in strengthening
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and for efforts to achieve an
ASEAN Security Community. The two
Presidents exchanged views on Iraq and on
prospects for peace in the Middle East,
and they expressed support for two demo-
cratic states living side by side in peace
and security. President Bush welcomed the
intention of President Yudhoyono to help
promote peace in the Middle East. Presi-
dent  Bush  congratulated  President
Yudhoyono on the successful convening of
the Second Asian-African Summit in Ja-
karta, 23-24 April 2004.

The two Presidents welcomed the devel-
opment in the Asia-Pacific region of an
open and inclusive institutional architecture
that reinforces peace and stability and con-
tributes to economic development and
prosperity. They welcomed the contribu-
tions of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) forum in supporting
trade and investment liberalization and for
its cooperative efforts to combat threats to
regional security. The two leaders under-
lined the importance of multilateral co-
operation and, in this context, agreed on
the need to pursue reform of the United
Nations as a means to improving its effec-
tiveness.

The two leaders affirmed that the United
States of America and Indonesia, two of
the world’s largest democracies, are bound
by an abiding friendship and a common
appreciation of diversity, tolerance, and
freedom as a source of enduring strength.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.
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Remarks With President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia on the
Observance of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

May 25, 2005

President Bush. Thank you for coming.
Good afternoon, and welcome to the White
House. I am glad youre here. I'm proud
to be with you to celebrate Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month. And we are
joined by a very special guest, a close friend
of America, a man with whom I just had
a very good visit, President Yudhoyono
from Indonesia. Welcome, Mr. President.

Before we award our volunteer of the
year awards, the President has graciously
offered to give some remarks. And, unfor-
tunately, I'm going to give some too.
[Laughter] Before I begin I do want to
introduce Agus and Edhie, the President’s
sons. Welcome. We're glad youre here.
Agus will be getting married on July the
8th.

This is a time to celebrate the achieve-
ment of millions of Americans of Asian Pa-
cific ancestry. Today, Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans are making their mark in all walks
of life, including business and politics and
education and community service and the
arts and science.

I'm fortunate to have many Asian Amer-
ican in my Cabinet and in my administra-
tion, two of whom are here with us today.
I want to thank the Secretary of Labor,
Elaine Chao, for joining us, and the Sec-
retary of Transportation, Norm Mineta.

Andrew Natsios of USAID is here. An-
drew, it's good you're here, because we're
going to be talking about tsunami relief in
a minute.

I want to thank Betty Wu, who is the
Chairman of the President’s Advisory Com-
mission on Asian American and Pacific Is-
landers. I want to thank all the Commission
members who are here today.

I want to thank my friend Ambassador
Sichan Siv from the United Nations. Where
is he? Where is Sichan? There he is. Wel-
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come, Sichan. You did a fine job. I'm glad
Martha is here.

Delegate Eni from Samoa, thank you for
coming, sir. Proud youre here. Is Lisa
here? Senator Murkowski just came in from
the State of Alaska. Proud you're here.

I see we got a lot of members of the
diplomatic corps who are here. Welcome,
Ambassadors. Thank you for coming. Proud
you're here.

And again, Mr. President, thank you for
joining us as we celebrate Asian Pacific
Heritage Month.

Indonesia and America may be on the
opposite sides of the ocean, but we have
a lot in common. We are both among the
world’s largest democracies. We both share
a belief that our great diversity is a source
of strength. And when the tsunami hit, citi-
zens from both our countries took it upon
themselves to come to the aid of those
in distress.

The tsunami that began in the Indian
Ocean struck Indonesia just 2 months after
the President came into office. I under-
stand that when the tsunami hit, His Excel-
lency was in a remote province of his coun-
try. And the moment he heard what hap-
pened, he rushed to the scene. He didn’t
hesitate. He rushed to not only help but
to make a personal assessment of what
needed to be done. After declaring a na-
tional emergency, he moved quickly to
clear away the bureaucratic obstacles and
visa requirements so that the path would
be clear for international relief workers.

By acting with skill and courage, Mr.
President, you helped bring your country
together in a time of great crisis. And thank
you for that kind of leadership.

And the people of Indonesia responded
in kind. Religious organizations and
businesspeople and the Indonesian Red
Cross and thousands of ordinary citizens
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