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Message on the Observance of Cuban Independence Day, 2005

May 20, 2005

I send greetings to those celebrating the
103rd anniversary of Cuban Independence.

Freedom is the birthright of all mankind.
Leaders across the Americas understand
that the hope for peace in our world de-
pends on the unity of free nations. Amer-
ica’s continued support of democratic insti-
tutions, constitutional processes, and basic
liberties gives hope and strength to those
struggling in our hemisphere to reclaim the
rule of law and their God-given rights. As
we observe Cuba’s independence today, we
look forward to the day when Cuba is free,
and my Administration supports efforts to
hasten that day’s coming. The tide of free-
dom is spreading across the globe, and it

will reach Cuban shores. No tyrant can
stand forever against the power of liberty
because the hope of freedom is found in
every heart.

This milestone is an opportunity to cele-
brate the Cuban culture and the many con-
tributions Cuban Americans have made to
the United States. By sharing your proud
history with all Americans, you enrich our
society and contribute to the diversity that
makes our Nation great.

May God bless the Cuban people.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Deployment of United
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces Around the World

May 20, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administra-
tion and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress informed
about deployments of U.S. combat-
equipped armed forces around the world.
This supplemental report covers operations
in support of the global war on terrorism,
Kosovo, and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Global War on Terrorism

Since September 24, 2001, I have re-
ported, consistent with Public Law 107-
40 and the War Powers Resolution, on the
combat operations in Afghanistan against al-
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban sup-
porters, which began on October 7, 2001,
and the deployment of various combat-
equipped and combat-support forces to a

840

number of locations in the Central, Pacific,
and Southern Command areas of operation
in support of those operations and of other
operations in our global war on terrorism.

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens
and interests. Such measures may include
short-notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the
world. It is not possible to know at this
time either the precise scope or duration
of the deployment of U.S. Armed Forces
necessary to counter the terrorist threat to
the United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the
assistance of numerous coalition partners,
continue to conduct the U.S. campaign to
pursue al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate
support to al-Qaida.
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