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May 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

Message on the Observance of Cuban Independence Day, 2005 
May 20, 2005 

I send greetings to those celebrating the 
103rd anniversary of Cuban Independence. 

Freedom is the birthright of all mankind. 
Leaders across the Americas understand 
that the hope for peace in our world de-
pends on the unity of free nations. Amer-
ica’s continued support of democratic insti-
tutions, constitutional processes, and basic 
liberties gives hope and strength to those 
struggling in our hemisphere to reclaim the 
rule of law and their God-given rights. As 
we observe Cuba’s independence today, we 
look forward to the day when Cuba is free, 
and my Administration supports efforts to 
hasten that day’s coming. The tide of free-
dom is spreading across the globe, and it 

will reach Cuban shores. No tyrant can 
stand forever against the power of liberty 
because the hope of freedom is found in 
every heart. 

This milestone is an opportunity to cele-
brate the Cuban culture and the many con-
tributions Cuban Americans have made to 
the United States. By sharing your proud 
history with all Americans, you enrich our 
society and contribute to the diversity that 
makes our Nation great. 

May God bless the Cuban people. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Deployment of United 
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces Around the World 
May 20, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am providing this supplemental consoli-

dated report, prepared by my Administra-
tion and consistent with the War Powers 
Resolution (Public Law 93–148), as part of 
my efforts to keep the Congress informed 
about deployments of U.S. combat- 
equipped armed forces around the world. 
This supplemental report covers operations 
in support of the global war on terrorism, 
Kosovo, and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Global War on Terrorism 
Since September 24, 2001, I have re-

ported, consistent with Public Law 107– 
40 and the War Powers Resolution, on the 
combat operations in Afghanistan against al- 
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban sup-
porters, which began on October 7, 2001, 
and the deployment of various combat- 
equipped and combat-support forces to a 

number of locations in the Central, Pacific, 
and Southern Command areas of operation 
in support of those operations and of other 
operations in our global war on terrorism. 

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to 
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens 
and interests. Such measures may include 
short-notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the 
world. It is not possible to know at this 
time either the precise scope or duration 
of the deployment of U.S. Armed Forces 
necessary to counter the terrorist threat to 
the United States. 

United States Armed Forces, with the 
assistance of numerous coalition partners, 
continue to conduct the U.S. campaign to 
pursue al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate 
support to al-Qaida. 
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These operations have been successful in 
seriously degrading al-Qaida’s training capa-
bilities. United States Armed Forces, with 
the assistance of numerous coalition part-
ners, ended the Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan and are actively pursuing and engaging 
remnant al-Qaida and Taliban fighters. Ap-
proximately 90 U.S. personnel are also as-
signed to the International Security Assist-
ance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. The 
U.N. Security Council authorized the ISAF 
in U.N. Security Council Resolution 1386 
of December 20, 2001, and has reaffirmed 
its authorization since that time, most re-
cently, for a 12-month period from October 
13, 2004, in U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1563 of September 13, 2004. The mis-
sion of the ISAF under NATO command 
is to assist the Government of Afghanistan 
in creating a safe and secure environment 
that allows reconstruction and the reestab-
lishment of Afghan authorities. Currently, 
all 26 NATO nations contribute to the 
ISAF. Ten non-NATO contributing coun-
tries also participate by providing military 
and other support personnel to the ISAF. 

The United States continues to detain 
several hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fight-
ers who are believed to pose a continuing 
threat to the United States and its interests. 
The combat-equipped and combat-support 
forces deployed to Naval Base, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, in the U.S. Southern 
Command area of operations since January 
2002 continue to conduct secure detention 
operations for the approximately 520 enemy 
combatants at Guantanamo Bay. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized a 
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under 
unified command in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1511 of October 16, 2003, and 
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 
2004, noting the Iraqi Interim Govern-
ment’s request to retain the presence of 
the MNF. Under U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1546, the mission of the MNF 
is to contribute to the security and stability 
in Iraq, as reconstruction continues, until 

the completion of Iraq’s political trans-
formation. These contributions include as-
sisting in building the capability of the Iraqi 
security forces and institutions, as the Iraqi 
people, represented by the Transitional Na-
tional Assembly, draft a constitution and 
establish a constitutionally elected govern-
ment. The U.S. contribution to the MNF 
is approximately 139,000 military personnel. 

In furtherance of our efforts against ter-
rorists who pose a continuing and imminent 
threat to the United States, our friends and 
allies, and our forces abroad, the United 
States continues to work with friends and 
allies in areas around the globe. United 
States combat-equipped and combat-sup-
port forces are located in the Horn of Afri-
ca region, and the U.S. forces headquarters 
element in Djibouti provides command and 
control support as necessary for military op-
erations against al-Qaida and other inter-
national terrorists in the Horn of Africa 
region, including Yemen. These forces also 
assist in enhancing counterterrorism capa-
bilities in Kenya, Ethiopia, Yemen, Eritrea, 
and Djibouti. In addition, the United States 
continues to conduct maritime interception 
operations on the high seas in the areas 
of responsibility of all of the geographic 
combatant commanders. These maritime 
operations have the responsibility to stop 
the movement, arming, or financing of 
international terrorists. 

NATO-Led Kosovo Force (KFOR) 
As noted in previous reports regarding 

U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo, the U.N. Secu-
rity Council authorized Member States to 
establish KFOR in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mis-
sion of KFOR is to provide an international 
security presence in order to deter renewed 
hostilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce 
the terms of the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (which is now Serbia 
and Montenegro); enforce the terms of the 
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