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of America. I appreciate your contributions
to transatlantic ties. The Prime Minister has
made very constructive and helpful com-
ments to make sure that the transatlantic
ties between the United States and Europe
are strong. And I want to thank you for
your leadership role.

I also appreciate your clear under-
standing about the historic times in which
we live, times in which more and more
people are becoming free. I appreciate your
strong support for those who desire to live
in a democracy in Iraq. I thank you for
your contributions to a new democracy
called Afghanistan. I thank you for your
very constructive work in helping the Pal-
estinians develop a democratic state that
can live side by side with Israel in peace.

So welcome back. It's good to see you,
sir.

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Thank you
very much, Mr. President. I'm happy to
be back in Washington. It’s my fourth visit
as Prime Minister, which underlines that
the United States and Denmark are close
friends and allies. We share the same fun-
damental values. We are allied in our ef-
forts to promote freedom and democracy
worldwide.

And I'm happy to say, in addition to this,
that I appreciate very much your straight-
forward style. I consider you a friend, and
I know that with you, I'll always have a
very frank discussion and exchange of
views. So I'm happy to be back.

President Bush. Fortunately, he’s not that
good a friend that I would go running with
him. [Laughter] He’s one of the best run-
ners in the world, amongst the world lead-
ers. Yes. He’s a good one.

Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associated Press].

Stem Cell Research

Q. Mr. President, on stem cells, specifi-
cally, would you veto legislation that loos-
ened the requirement on Federal funding
for stem cell research? And secondly——

President Bush. Now-

Q. ——what’s your reaction to the news
about the South Koreans cloning an

President Bush. T'm—first, I'm very con-
cerned about cloning. I worry about a
world in which cloning becomes acceptable.
Secondly, I made my position very clear
on embryonic stem cells. I'm a strong sup-
porter of adult stem cell research, of
course. But I made it very clear to the
Congress that the use of Federal money,
taxpayers” money to promote science which
destroys life in order to save life is—I'm
against that. And therefore, if the bill does
that, I will veto it.

Investigations of Prisoner Abuse

Q. Mr. President, how do you react to
the continuing reports about mistreatment
of prisoners held by American military
around the world, and also the perception
abroad that the ones that are paying for
it are low-ranking soldiers but that nobody
higher up is taking any responsibility?

President Bush. 1 think the world ought
to be—pay attention to the contrast be-
tween a society which was run by a brutal
tyrant in which there was no transparency
and a society in which the whole world
watches a Government find the facts, lay
the facts out for the citizens to see, and
that punishment, when appropriate, be de-
livered.

If I'm not mistaken, I think about over
20 percent of the people thus far that have
been held to account as a result of the
Abu Ghraib issue have been officers. There
have been over, I think, nine investigations,
eight or nine investigations by independent
investigators that have made the reports
very public. I'm comfortable that we're get-
ting to the bottom of the situation, and
I know we're doing so in a transparent way.
Obviously, ours is a country that respects
human rights and human dignity, and if
those rights and dignity have been denied,
we will hold people to account.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].
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Spread of Freedom in the Middle East/War

on Terror

Q. Sir, are you worried that the publica-
tion of the Saddam photo, along with the
Newsweek story, will further inflame ten-
sions and inspire the Iraq insurgency and
anti-Americanism in the Middle East?

President Bush. No, I think the Iraq in-
surgency is inspired by their desire to stop
the march of freedom. Remember, these
are ideologues of—that murder innocent
people in order to spread their dark vision
of hate. And therefore, when light begins
to show up in the form of democracy, it
frightens them. There is no future for these
haters in a free world. And so theyre in-
spired by the fact that they see democracy
emerging in Iraq. That's what causes them
to want to kill. They're frightened by the
fact—and inspired the wrong way, by the
way—by the fact that Afghanistan is free.
They're seeing the people in Lebanon de-
mand free and fair elections. And their ide-
ology cannot survive in a democratic soci-
ety. See, the only way they can survive
is to try to shake our will by killing inno-
cent life.

And that’s why our strategy in Iraq is
to train the Iragis so that they, themselves,
can fight off these terrorists. Listen, 8%
million people went to the polls, in spite
of the fact that the—people had been killed
and there was incredible intimidation. And
they defied the bombers. These people
want to be free, and the killers dont want
them to be free. And so our strategy is
to help the Iraqis realize the dream of a
free society. And when the Iraqi troops are
properly trained—and we're headed in that
direction—of course it will take less of a
coalition effort to help this new democracy
get started.

Yes, Steve.

Q. What about the Saddam photo? Does
that have an impact

President Bush. Well, you asked me
whether or not that would inspire people.
You know, I don’t think a photo inspires
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murderers. I think theyre inspired by an
ideology that is so barbaric and backwards
that it’s hard for many in the Western
world to comprehend how they think. But
I would just remind people, if you want
to know how ideologically grim their vision
of the world is, just remember the Taliban.
They said, “If you don’t agree with our
religious views, youll be prosecuted. If
youre a woman who seeks freedom, you'll
be beaten.” So these people are motivated
by a vision of the world that is backward
and barbaric.

Timetable for Troop Withdrawal From Iraq

Q. Mr. President, while the Danish peo-
ple might support the war and appreciate
the progress in Iraq, theyre also curious
when our soldiers will come back home.
Can you elaborate on that?

President Bush. Well, 1 appreciate that
question a lot, and of course I get asked
that in our own country a lot. And my
answer is, it makes no sense to set a time-
table. And the reason why is, is because
it will allow an enemy to adjust.

On the other hand, as I tell our folks,
is that we would like to get our troops
out as quickly as possible. And the defini-
tion of that will be how soon our com-
manders on the ground think that the
Iraqis are able to take the fight to the
enemy.

I just got off of a video—which I'm look-
ing to briefing the Prime Minister on—
with General Casey, who is our general on
the ground; he’s the commander of the co-
alition forces. And he was describing to us
the Iraqgi training and the quality of train-
ing. And some units are in really good
shape, and other units need additional
work. But one of the things that’s important
to understand is the Iraqi Government un-
derstands that as civilian governments
change, there needs to be stability in the
military and a chain of command that links
top to bottom. And General Casey knows
we're making progress toward establishing
that chain of command.
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My answer to the Danish people is, as
soon as we can possibly get it done. We've
got to complete the mission. A free Iraq
in the midst of the Middle East is going
to be a powerful—a powerful agent for
peace.

Listen, thank you all for coming.

Q. One more?

President Bush. We don’t want to break
precedent. Was that you, Mark [Mark
Knoller, CBS Radio], who asked that?

Q. It was.

President Bush. No.
know better than that.

[Laughter] You

NotE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Gen. George
W. Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general,
Multi-National Force—Iraq. A portion of
these remarks could not be verified because
the tape was incomplete.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Konstandinos

Karamanlis of Greece
May 20, 2005

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s my pleasure to welcome the Prime
Minister back. It’s good to see you, sir.

America and Greece have got a strategic
partnership. That's important. It’s important
for our respective peoples, and it’s impor-
tant we work together to spread freedom
and peace.

I want to welcome you here. Last time
you were here, we were talking about the
Olympics. I told the Prime Minister I was
confident that the Government would make
sure the Olympics were secure. I was so
confident I sent my family. And not only
did you keep your word, my parents and
my—some of my relatives had a fabulous
time in a spectacular country.

I look forward to visiting with you on
a variety of subjects, the freedom agenda,
freedom in the greater Middle East, the
Balkans. I look forward to talking to you
about how best we can work together to

continue to spread liberty. So I'm proud
youre here, and welcome to the United
States.

Prime Minister Karamanlis. Well, it’s my
second visit to President Bush within al-
most a year. And I'm happy to say that
this reflects the excellent bilateral relations
we have and, of course, our determination
to further our partnership to promote the
areas of mutual interest, the common goals
we have. And I think that it’'s going to
be the outcome of this meeting as well
to keep working closely in matters which
are very important to both of us in both
countries.

President Bush. Good man. Thank you
all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete.
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Message on the Observance of Cuban Independence Day, 2005

May 20, 2005

I send greetings to those celebrating the
103rd anniversary of Cuban Independence.

Freedom is the birthright of all mankind.
Leaders across the Americas understand
that the hope for peace in our world de-
pends on the unity of free nations. Amer-
ica’s continued support of democratic insti-
tutions, constitutional processes, and basic
liberties gives hope and strength to those
struggling in our hemisphere to reclaim the
rule of law and their God-given rights. As
we observe Cuba’s independence today, we
look forward to the day when Cuba is free,
and my Administration supports efforts to
hasten that day’s coming. The tide of free-
dom is spreading across the globe, and it

will reach Cuban shores. No tyrant can
stand forever against the power of liberty
because the hope of freedom is found in
every heart.

This milestone is an opportunity to cele-
brate the Cuban culture and the many con-
tributions Cuban Americans have made to
the United States. By sharing your proud
history with all Americans, you enrich our
society and contribute to the diversity that
makes our Nation great.

May God bless the Cuban people.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Deployment of United
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces Around the World

May 20, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administra-
tion and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress informed
about deployments of U.S. combat-
equipped armed forces around the world.
This supplemental report covers operations
in support of the global war on terrorism,
Kosovo, and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Global War on Terrorism

Since September 24, 2001, I have re-
ported, consistent with Public Law 107-
40 and the War Powers Resolution, on the
combat operations in Afghanistan against al-
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban sup-
porters, which began on October 7, 2001,
and the deployment of various combat-
equipped and combat-support forces to a
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number of locations in the Central, Pacific,
and Southern Command areas of operation
in support of those operations and of other
operations in our global war on terrorism.

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens
and interests. Such measures may include
short-notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the
world. It is not possible to know at this
time either the precise scope or duration
of the deployment of U.S. Armed Forces
necessary to counter the terrorist threat to
the United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the
assistance of numerous coalition partners,
continue to conduct the U.S. campaign to
pursue al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate
support to al-Qaida.
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