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This agreement would help the new de-
mocracies in our hemisphere deliver better
jobs and higher labor standards to their
workers, and it would create a more level
playing field for American goods and serv-
ices. Congress needs to pass this important
legislation.

Finally, on Thursday, I will travel to Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, to discuss with young
people the importance of acting now to
strengthen Social Security. The Social Secu-
rity safety net has a hole in it for younger
workers. For the sake of our children and
grandchildren, we need to make Social Se-
curity permanently solvent. And we need
to make the system a better deal for young-
er workers by allowing them to put some
of their payroll taxes, if they so choose,
into a voluntary personal retirement ac-
count. Because this money will be saved
and invested, workers will have the oppor-

tunity to earn a higher rate of return on
their money than anything the current So-
cial Security system can now give them.

The American economy is the envy of
the world. For the sake of our Nation’s
hard-working families, we must work to-
gether to achieve long-term economic secu-
rity so that we can continue to spread pros-
perity and hope throughout America and
the world.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on May 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May
14. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 13 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks at the National Peace Officers Memorial Service

May 15, 2005

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm
welcome. It is an honor and a privilege
to join you to pay our respects to our Na-
tion’s fallen law enforcement officers. Every
year at the National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial, we add names of those who
have been lost in the line of duty. All of
these men and women served the cause
of justice. Our Nation stands in admiration
and gratitude for their service, and we ask
God’s blessings for their families and

friends they have left behind.

I want to thank Chuck Canterbury for
his leadership of the National Fraternal
Order of Police. He is a good friend, and
I value his friendship. I want to thank Aliza
Clark for her leadership as well, and Jim
Pasco, who is the executive director of the
National FOP. I want to thank Chaplain
Ford for his beautiful blessings.

I want to thank members of my Cabinet
who are here: Attorney General Al
Gonzales; Secretary Elaine Chao; Secretary
Mike Chertoff. I thank the FBI Director,
Bob Mueller, and the Director of ATF,
Carl Truscott, for joining us.

I appreciate the Members of Congress
who are here. I want to thank Majority
Leader Bill Frist, Senator Pat Leahy. Con-
gressman Dave Reichert from Washington
is here with us. He served as a law enforce-
ment officer for over 30 years and received
the 2004 National Sheriff's Association
Sheriff of the Year Award. Congressman,
I appreciate you coming, along with other
Members of the Congress.

I especially want to thank Darryl Worley
for his beautiful performance of “I Miss
My Friend.”

There are more than 800,000 men and
women who serve as law enforcement in
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this country. When these brave Americans
take the oath to serve and protect their
fellow citizens, they answer a vital calling
and accept a profound responsibility. Since
America’s early days, the badge has rep-
resented a pledge to protect the innocent,
and Americans honor all who wear that
badge.

The tradition of sacrifice and service runs
strong amongst law enforcement. The fallen
officers we honor this afternoon honored
that tradition of service and sacrifice, and
the flag of the United States of America
flies at half-staff today in memory of their
courage.

I thank all the family members who are
with us today. Our Nation is grateful to
you. We pray that you find strength to bear
the loss. And you can know that our Nation
will always remember and honor the ones
you loved.

I also thank all the law enforcement offi-
cers who have come here today to pay trib-
ute to fallen comrades. The bonds between
officers are strong, and you look out for
each other on sunny mornings and in the
shadows of danger. Your loyalty to one an-
other and your service to America do great
honor to our system of justice. Thank you
for your service.

We're a nation built on the rule of law,
and the men and women who enforce those
laws uphold America’s role as a beacon for
fairness and peace. And today we honor
415 new names added to the memorial
wall.

Among them are Detroit police officers
Matthew Bowens and Jennifer Fettig. The
officers were making a routine traffic stop
when the suspect opened fire. Though Offi-
cer Bowens had already been shot several
times, himself, his first concern was for his
injured partner. Both officers gave their
lives in protecting each other and their fel-
low citizens, and this Nation of ours will
always honor them.

Danger to law enforcement can come
from the outskirts of a community, as it
did to Bradford County, Pennsylvania, Dep-
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uty Chris Burgert. He and his partner,
Deputy Mike VanKuren, were shot last
March while trying to serve a bench war-
rant on a known criminal. Chris had been
leading a drug investigation that often
brought him face to face with danger on
rural backroads. And his bravery had
brought a string of successes against a dan-
gerous and volatile set of criminals. His
acts took unusual courage, and our Nation
will be always grateful for his sacrifice.

Danger can come even in what one
thinks is routine investigation. Last May,
Arizona police officer Don Schultz was div-
ing for evidence in a murder case when
he lost his life. Officer Schultz had been
on the force for 19 years and was one of
the department’s master divers. He died
in an act of devotion to duty that was com-
mon to him and will always remain extraor-
dinary to us. These are just the examples
of the brave we honor today.

Every generation of Americans has pro-
duced men and women willing to stand
watch for the rest of us. Every generation
has lived under the protection of law en-
forcement. We must never take for granted
the police officers of America.

For each friend or family member here
today, the engraving on the wall will always
glow brightly around one name. We cannot
soothe your grief or repay your loved one’s
sacrifice, but their names are inscribed per-
manently on this memorial. We acknowl-
edge the lasting debt we owe them and
offer the solemn thanks of a grateful nation.

May God bless you all, and may God
continue to bless the United States of
America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. on
the West Grounds at the U.S. Capitol. In his
remarks, he referred to Chuck Canterbury,
national president, James O. Pasco, Jr., exec-
utive director, and Kenneth W. Ford, na-
tional chaplain, National Fraternal Order of
Police; Aliza Clark, president, National Fra-
ternal Order of Police Auxiliary; and enter-
tainer Darryl Worley. The Peace Officers
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Memorial Day and Police Week proclama-
tion of May 13 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Virginia BioDiesel Refinery in West Point, Virginia

May 16, 2005

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks
for coming. Thanks for the warm welcome,
and thank you for giving me a chance to
get out of Washington. [Laughter] I'm
proud to be the first sitting President to
visit this part of Virginia. They tell me
George Washington came—(laughter]—Dbe-
fore he was President. I thought it was
time for another George W. to stop by.

I appreciate the folks here at Virginia
BioDiesel for showing me around. You
know, I love the innovative spirit of our
entrepreneurs in this country. And the folks
here have got incredible vision, and they’re
willing to take risk to innovate. What I
think is interesting is they have combined
farming and modern science. And by doing
so, you're using one of the world’s oldest
industries to power some of the world’s
newest technologies. After all, theyre tak-
ing soybeans and converting it to fuel and
putting it into brandnew Caterpillar en-
gines.

Biodiesel is one of our Nation’s most
promising alternative fuel sources. And by
developing biodiesel, you're making this
country less dependent on foreign sources
of oil. As my friend George Allen said,
that’s the reason I have come. I want to
talk about the need for this country to have
a comprehensive energy strategy. I appre-
ciate George’s leadership, and I appreciate
his friendship. You've got a fine United
States Senator in Senator George Allen.

And today I took a helicopter down from
the White House with our Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Mike Johanns. Mike, thank you
for coming. Mike is from the State of Ne-
braska. For those of you involved with agri-

culture, he knows something about it, you'll
be happy to hear. He was raised on a dairy
farm. He’s a good man, and I really appre-
ciate he and his lovely wife. He was the
Governor of Nebraska when I called him.
And he quit, and he came to Washington.
And T want to thank you for serving our
country, Michael. Thank you very much.

I want to thank the members of the con-
gressional delegation who have joined us,
Congressman Bobby Scott, Congresswoman
Jo Ann Davis, Congressman Eric Cantor,
Congressman Randy Forbes, Congress-
woman Thelma Drake—she brought her
husband, Ted, with her. Thank you all for
serving. I enjoy working with you all.

I want to thank a member of the state-
house who is here; State Senator Walter
Stosch is with us today. Walter, thank you
for coming.

The mayor is here from the city of West
Point, Andy Conklin. I want to thank you,
Mr. Mayor, for joining us. I like to tell
mayors—they never ask for my advice; I
give it anyway when I see them—and that
is: Fill the potholes. [Laughter]

I want to thank the administrator, John
Budesky, for joining us. I want to thank
all the State and local officials. I want to
thank you all for coming as well. It’s such
a beautiful day to be outside, isn’t it?

I want to thank Douglas Faulkner, who
is the managing member of the Virginia
BioDiesel Refinery. Thank you, Douglas,
for—there he is right there. Douglas has
brought a lot of his family here. He
brought his father, Norman, and brother,
Norman, the Norman boys. [Laughter]
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