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Because of their sacrifice and the help of
brave Allies, that truth prevailed at the
close of the 20th century.

As the 21st century unfolds before us,
Americans and Europeans are continuing
to work together and are bringing freedom
and hope to places where it has long been
denied, in Afghanistan, in Iraq, in Lebanon,
and across the broader Middle East. Free-
dom is a permanent hope of mankind, and
when that hope is made real for all people,
it will be because of the sacrifices of a
new generation of men and women as self-
less and dedicated to liberty as those we
honor today.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Queen Beatrix
and Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende of
the Netherlands; Mayor H.].G. (Harrie) van
Beers of Margraten, the Netherlands; Gen.
James L. Jones, USMC, NATO’s Supreme
Allied Commander, Europe; Gen. Frederick
M. Franks, Jr., USA (Ret.), Chairman, Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission; and
Frank Schwind, Superintendent, Nether-
lands American Cemetery and Memorial.
The National Observance of the 60th Anni-
versary of the End of World War II procla-
mation of May 3 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Statement on the Death of Lloyd Cutler

May 8, 2005

Laura and I are saddened by the passing
of Lloyd Cutler. Lloyd Cutler served our
Nation with dedication and distinction
throughout his extraordinary career, includ-
ing as Counsel and adviser to President
Carter and President Clinton, and most re-

cently on the Commission on weapons of
mass destruction. He was a devoted public
servant who had a profound influence on
the legal profession. Laura and I extend
our deepest sympathy to his family.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Vladimir Putin of Russia in

Moscow, Russia
May 8, 2005

President Putin. Mr. President, allow me
to cordially welcome you to Moscow. I'd
like to thank you for having decided to
visit Moscow to participate in the celebra-
tion of the 60th anniversary of the end
of World War II, giving confirmation by
that fact to the immense role played by
the United States, Soviet Union, and Rus-
sian Federation in the victory over nazism.

Tomorrow we’ll be pleased to receive our
guests of ours, but the visit by the Presi-
dent of the United States is of special im-

portance. On top of that, even today, we've
enjoyed a very large volume of cooperation
between our countries. And I hope that
this cooperation will be helpful to us in
addressing our domestic problems in both
countries.

And T'm aware of the fact that you cur-
rently are confronted with immense tasks
with respect to social sphere. [Laughter]
So il we are very positive in addressing
those energy-related and security-related
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questions, that will be very helpful in ad-
dressing the problems which are confronted
by people in the street in our countries.
Besides, I recently visited the Middle East.
Therefore, I'd like in this conversation with
you today to compare the notes regarding
the current state of the Middle East.

President Bush. Vladimir, thank you for
having me. It’s such an honor to be here.
This locale where we are is a place where
the President welcomed me and Laura 2
years ago, and it's great to be back here.
I am looking forward to the celebration
tomorrow. It is a moment where the world
will recognize the great bravery and sac-
rifice the Russian people made in the de-
feat of nazism. The people of Russia suf-
fered incredible hardship, and yet the Rus-
sian spirit never died out.

I'm equally grateful that you would
take—invite me and Laura for dinner to-

night. And having had one of your meals
before, I'm looking forward to this one a
lot.

President Putin. Recently I took a look
at the coverage of your meeting with the
press corps. Well, I could see how Laura
attacked you sometimes, so at today’s din-
ner we will have a chance to protect you.
[Laughter]

President Bush. She was quite the
comedienne. But I'm looking forward to—
Russia is a great nation, and I'm looking
forward to working on—together on big
problems. And I want to thank you for
your work on Iran and the Middle East,
and there’s a lot we can do together. And
so thank you for having us.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
7:45 p.m. at Novo Ogarevo, the Putins’s resi-
dence in Moscow.

Statement Calling for Prompt Senate Consideration of Judicial Nominees

May 9, 2005

Four years ago today, I nominated Jus-
tice Priscilla Owen and Judge Terry Boyle
to serve on the Federal courts of appeals.
Four years later, neither has received an
up-or-down vote in the Senate. Both have
been rated well-qualified by the American
Bar Association, the highest ABA rating a
judicial nominee can receive. Both have
been waiting to fill vacancies that have
been designated judicial emergencies by
the Judicial Conference of the United
States. Much more than enough time has
passed for the Senate to consider these
nominations. The Senate should give these
extraordinarily qualified nominees the up-
or-down votes they deserve without further
delay.

It is only fair that the Senate promptly
consider judicial nominees on the floor, dis-
cuss and debate their qualifications, and
then vote to confirm or not to confirm
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them. Nominees who have the support of
a majority of the Senate should be con-
firmed. Unfortunately, a minority of Sen-
ators is blocking the will of the Senate.

Over the course of the past 4 years, the
blocking of judicial nominees in the Senate
has escalated to an unprecedented level.
Last Congress, 10 of my appeals court
nominees were filibustered. Each of these
highly qualified nominees enjoyed the bi-
partisan support of a majority of Senators.
Each would have been confirmed if given
a simple up-or-down vote. Each deserved
a simple up-or-down vote by the entire
Senate.

I urge the Senate to put aside the par-
tisan practices of the past and work to-
gether to ensure that all nominees are
treated fairly and that all Americans receive
timely justice in our Federal courts.
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