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Good morning. On Sunday and Monday,
I will attend ceremonies in the Netherlands
and Russia to commemorate the 60th anni-
versary of V-E Day.

These events will celebrate a great tri-
umph of good over evil. We will never for-
get the acts of courage that made possible
the liberation of a continent or the heroes
who fought in the cause of freedom. And
we honor the brave Americans and Allied
troops who humbled tyrants, defended the
innocent, and liberated the oppressed. By
their courage and sacrifice, they showed the
world that there is no power like the power
of freedom and no soldier as strong as a
soldier who fights for that freedom.

The defeat of Nazi Germany brought an
end to the armed conflict in Europe. Un-
fortunately, for millions of people on that
continent, tyranny remained in a different
uniform. In Latvia, where I'm also visiting
on this trip, free people were taken captive
by another totalitarian empire. Germany
was split into free and unfree halves. And
countries like Poland, Czechoslovakia, and
Hungary were cut off from liberty by an
Iron Curtain. The people of these countries
survived the cold war through great
courage, and then they took history into
their own hands and reclaimed their free-
dom.

The result is, the continent of Europe,
wounded by decades of conflict and oppres-
sion, is today whole, free, and at peace
for the first time in its history. The wave
of democracy that swept Central and East-
ern Europe in 1989 has now swept to na-
tions like Georgia and Ukraine. And the
victory for freedom represented by V-E
Day has become a reality for millions of
people.

On my trip, I will visit Freedom Square
in Thilisi, Georgia, to applaud the people
there for the Rose Revolution that ad-
vanced democracy in their land. Georgia
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has survived oppression, fought for liberty,
and taken its place among free nations.
America is proud to call Georgia our part-
ner in freedom, and we will help the peo-
ple of that country enhance prosperity, im-
prove security, and spread liberty at home
and abroad.

The new democracies of Europe still
have much work to do. Free elections are
a significant achievement, yet they are only
part of a fully functioning democracy.
Democratic governments must be com-
mitted to providing full and equal rights
for minorities, resolving conflicts peacefully,
encouraging a vibrant political opposition,
and ensuring the rule of law. As the nations
of Central and Eastern Europe work to
build up the institutions necessary for a
free society, America will stand by their
side.

Today, these nations are standing with
us as we defend liberty abroad. Freedom
has no better friends than those with a
fresh memory of tyranny. That is why coun-
tries like Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, and
Georgia have been partners in our coalition
in Iraq and Afghanistan. We're grateful for
their contributions and especially for the
example they are setting for other aspiring
democracies.

America and these new democracies are
bound together by history, by the universal
rights we have defended together, and by
our deepest convictions. All of us under-
stand that the advance of freedom is the
concentrated work of generations, from the
brave Americans who fought against Nazi
Germany 60 years ago to those who strug-
gle for liberty today. And by working to-
gether, we will ensure that the promise of
liberty and democracy won on V-E Day
will one day reach every person and every
nation in the 21st century.

Thank you for listening.
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Sveiki Draugi. Ladies and gentlemen,
thank you for the warm welcome. Madam
President, Laura and I thank you for your
kind words of introduction. We thank you
for your principled leadership. I thank you
for your friendship, and we thank you for
the hospitality that you and Dr. Freibergs
have shown us.

I want to thank the people of the Repub-
lic of Latvia for being such gracious hosts
for my visit here. And I want to also thank
the Prime Minister for joining us, and
members of the Government. Thank you,
Mr. Prime Minister.

Laura and I are so pleased to make this
second journey to the Baltic States and our
first visit to the great land of Latvia. We're
honored as well to be in the company of
President Ruutel of Estonia and President
Adamkus of Lithuania. Thank you both for
coming. These are good friends to Latvia
and good friends to America.

The Baltic countries have seen one of
the most dramatic transformations in mod-
ern history, from captive nations to NATO
Allies and EU members in little more than
a decade. The Latvian, Estonian, and Lith-
uanian people showed that the love of lib-
erty is stronger than the will of an empire.
And today, you're standing for liberty be-
yond your borders, so that others do not
suffer the injustices you have known. The
American people admire your moral cour-
age in the cause of freedom.

This week, nations on both sides of the
Atlantic observe the 60th anniversary of

until the broadcast. Due to the 7-hour time
difference, the radio address was broadcast
after the President’s news conference and
before his remarks in Riga. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Hitler’s defeat. The evil that seized power
in Germany brought war to all of Europe
and waged war against morality itself. What
began as a movement of thugs became a
Government without conscience and then
an empire of bottomless cruelty. The Third
Reich exalted the strong over the weak,
overran and humiliated peaceful countries,
undertook a mad quest for racial purity,
coldly planned and carried out the murder
of millions, and defined evil for the ages.
Brave men and women of many countries
faced that evil and fought through dark and
desperate years for their families and their
homelands. In the end, a dictator who wor-
shiped power was confined to four walls
of a bunker, and the fall of his squalid
tyranny is a day to remember and to cele-
brate.

Causes can be judged by the monuments
they leave behind. The Nazi terror is re-
membered today in places like Auschwitz,
Dachau, Rumbula Forest, where we still
hear the cries of the innocent and pledge
to God and history: Never again. The Alli-
ance that won the war is remembered
today in carefully tended cemeteries in
Normandy, Margraten, St. Petersburg, and
other places across Europe where we recall
brief lives of great honor, and we offer
this pledge: We will always be grateful.

The Baltic States had no role in starting
World War II. The battle came here be-
cause of a secret pact between dictators.
And when the war came, many in this re-
gion showed their courage. After a puppet
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