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Statement on Senate Passage of Appropriations Legislation for Afghanistan,

Iraq, and the War on Terror
April 21, 2005

I applaud the Senate for its strong bipar-
tisan support for our troops and our contin-
ued effort to win the war on terror. New
democracies are taking root in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and America is proud to stand
with them. Both countries are assuming
greater responsibility for their own security,

which will help our troops return home
as quickly as possible with the honor they
have earned. I urge the House and Senate
to reach a final agreement that focuses tax-
payer dollars on providing the tools our
troops and diplomats need now, so that I
can sign a bill into law as soon as possible.

Remarks on the Nomination of General Peter Pace To Be Chairman and
Admiral Edmund P. Giambastiani, Jr., To Be Vice Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff
April 22, 2005

The President. Good morning. As Presi-
dent, my most solemn duty is protecting
the American people. In meeting this re-
sponsibility, one of the most important de-
cisions I make is the appointment of the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Today I'm pleased to announce my decision
to nominate General Peter Pace to take
on this vital job.

When confirmed by the Senate, General
Pete Pace will be the first marine in history
to hold this vital position. He knows the
job well. For the past 3% years, he has
served under our superb Secretary of De-
fense, Don Rumsfeld. He has been the
Deputy to one of the most outstanding
Chairmen our Nation has ever had, General
Richard Myers.

As my most senior military adviser, Gen-
eral Myers has helped prepare military
forces so they can meet the threats of this
new century. This is a huge task, even in
peacetime. Dick Myers did it while defend-
ing America from one of the most deter-
mined and vicious enemies we have ever
faced. On General Myers’s watch, we top-
pled two brutal dictatorships in Afghanistan
and Iraq and liberated more than 50 mil-

lion people. By removing the Taliban and
Saddam Hussein, we have made America
safer and put a troubled region on the path
to freedom and peace.

I want to thank General Dick Myers for
his able service over four decades and his
tireless dedication to duty and country. And
I also thank his wife, Mary Jo. Dick Myers
has had four jobs with four stars, but the
distinction that he is proudest of is not
a military one. Last year, the National Fa-
ther’s Day Council named him Father of
the Year.

I'm confident that the great work that
General Dick Myers set in motion at the
Pentagon will continue under the leader-
ship of General Pete Pace. The first thing
America needs to know about Pete Pace
is that he is a marine. To the American
people, marine is shorthand for “can do.”
And T'm counting on Pete Pace to bring
the Marine spirit to these new responsibil-
ities.

General Pete Pace’s life is the story of
the American Dream. His father was an
immigrant from Italy. Pete Pace was born
in Brooklyn. He grew up in New Jersey,
and he graduated from the U.S. Naval
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