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Remarks to Reporters at Fort Hood, Texas

March 27, 2005

I want to wish all the fellow citizens and
their families a happy Easter. We prayed
for peace. We prayed for our soldiers and
their families. It’s an honor to be here at
Fort Hood to celebrate Easter with those
who wear the Nation’s uniform.

We wish you all a happy Easter too.
Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. at
the 4th Infantry Division Memorial Chapel.
A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks on Freedom and Democracy in Iraq

March 29, 2005

Thank you all. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. Welcome to the White House. Please
be seated. Senator Warner, it’s good to see
you, sir. Thank you for coming. I appreciate
citizens from Iraq who have joined us. I
appreciate my fellow citizens who have
joined us. Thanks for coming.

Before I talk about Irag, I do want to
say that on behalf of the American people,
Laura and I offer our condolences to the
victims of yesterday’s earthquake in Indo-
nesia. This earthquake has claimed lives
and destroyed buildings in a part of Indo-
nesia that is only now beginning to recover
from the destruction caused by the tsunami
3 months ago. Our officials have offered
initial assistance and are moving quickly to
gather information to determine what addi-
tional relief is needed.

I appreciate Andrew Natsios of USAID
being with us today, and I know he and
his team are ready to respond, to help.
People of Indonesia can know as well that
they have our prayers and that our Govern-
ment is ready to assist.

Just a few minutes ago I met with a
group of people dedicated to building a
new Iraq. Most of them were born in Iraq.
They come from different backgrounds.
They practice different religions. They have

one thing in common: They all voted in
the January elections.

We're also joined today by Iragi law stu-
dents visiting the United States for an
international competition, by members of
Iraq’s religious communities in town to
learn about democracy, and by others who
helped organize the—Iraq’s elections held
in the United States. I want to welcome
you all. I want to thank you for your strong
belief in democracy and freedom. It’s a be-
lief that with their vote, the Iraqgi people
signalled to the world that they intend to
claim their liberty and build a future of
freedom for their country. And it was a
powerful signal.

I commend the more than 8 million
Iraqgis who defied the car bombers and as-
sassins to vote that day. I appreciate the
determination of the Iraqi electoral workers
who withstood threats and intimidation to
make a transparent election possible. I sa-
lute the courageous Iragi security forces
who risked their lives to protect voters.

By electing 275 men and women to the
Transitional National Assembly, the Iraqi
people took another bold step toward self-
government. Today Iraqis took another step
on the road to a free society when the
Assembly held its second meeting. We ex-
pect a new Government will be chosen
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