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Today, people in a long-troubled part of
the world are standing up for their free-
dom. In the last 5 months, we have wit-
nessed successful elections in Afghanistan,
the Palestinian Territory, and Iraq, peaceful
demonstrations on the streets of Beirut,
and steps toward democratic reform in
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. The trend is clear:
In the Middle East and throughout the
world, freedom is on the march. The road
ahead will not be easy, and progress will
sometimes be slow. But America, Europe,
and our Arab partners must all continue
the hard work of defeating terrorism and
supporting democratic reforms.

Freedom is the birthright and deep de-
sire of every human soul, and spreading
freedom’s blessings is the calling of our
time. And when freedom and democracy

take root in the Middle East, America and
the world will be safer and more peaceful.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:45 a.m.
on March 4 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
March 5. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 4 but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast. In his address, the President
referred to President Jacques Chirac of
France; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; Chancellor  Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany; and President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Thanks for the warm welcome here to
“Knowledge City.” Laura and I just came
from the Providence Family Support Cen-
ter. [Applause] You've got a reason to
cheer. [Laughter] It is a fabulous place,
and we really appreciate the Sisters of Di-
vine Providence for letting us visit, particu-
larly Mary Joan Coultas and all the other
sisters there, for filling that space with love
and compassion, trying to save souls one
person at a time, and advancing a goal we
all want, and that’s for America to be the
most hopeful country in the world for every
single citizen. And that’s really what we’re
here to talk about.

I said that’s what were here to talk
about, but the truth of the matter is, I'm
the introducer. [Applause] Yes. Not the first
time people have cheered when I said, “T'm
the introducer, and Laura’s the speaker.”
[Laughter]

I do want to thank Senator Arlen Specter
for joining us today, and I appreciate him

coming here. He’s always telling me what
to do, and I'm telling him what to do.
[Laughter] Since it’s my airplane—well, ac-
tually—[laughter]. I'm proud of Congress-
man Tim Murphy. It's good to see you,
Murph. Thank you for coming. Congress-
woman Melissa Hart, thank you for being
here.

It’s always good to see Bishop Donald
Wuerl. Gosh, I think I've been with the
Bishop three or four, maybe five times.
Every time I'm with him, he talks about
education. [Laughter] He loves education.

And it's—one of the things—when you
talk about a hopeful America, it’s important
to always keep in mind the cornerstone of
a hopeful America, the foundation of a
hopeful America, is an education system
which makes sure every single child can
read, write, and add and subtract. It’s the
beginnings of what a hopeful America is
about.
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And T appreciate, Bishop, your leadership
when it comes to the Catholic education
system here in Pittsburgh. It’s a model of
excellence. It is—someday 1 hope that
we're able to further the ability for parents
to escape failure and go to any school they
choose—or send their children to any
school they choose.

Speaking about organizations that work,
I appreciate the Community College of Al-
legheny County for, one, lending us the
facility, and two, providing an education
that is affordable and flexible and market-
driven. I want to thank Paul Whitehead
and Brian Johnson for being good hosts.

The community college system is a vital
part of making sure people are able to gain
the skills necessary to fill the jobs of the
21st century. Community colleges are able
to adjust their curriculum to the needs of
the local employer base. And if somebody
needs nurses, they come to a community
college system and help—they help design
a curriculum so we can train nurses. They
need computer technology people. I mean,
the community college system is vital and
important.

Melissa happens to be a board [mem-
ber]* of this community college system.
And this administration will continue to
support our community colleges to make
sure that people have the skills necessary
to fill the jobs which are being created
in America, the jobs of the 21st century.
So thank you for letting us come here
today.

And now it's my honor to introduce
Laura. [Laughter] She and I share a pas-
sion that we've got to make sure that the
great strength of our country—that is, the
hearts and souls of our citizens—are di-
rected in such a way that every child can
be saved. That's what we want, and we’re
worried. We're worried about gangs. We're
worried about drugs. We're worried about
bad choices. But we also know that if we
can, in our small way, encourage people

*White House correction.
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to put their arm around somebody and say,
“I love you. What can I do to help you,”
if we can encourage people to step forward
and to volunteer their time and talent and
compassion, this country can be a better
place. So one of the big initiatives that she
is—will be leading on behalf of my admin-
istration and the country is how to utilize
the assets at our disposal to make sure that
every single child, every single person has
a bright and hopeful future.

You know, de Tocqueville, years ago,
wrote about America. In 1832, he wrote
about the great capacity of our country to
have people of—who cared about their
country to be able to associate in a vol-
untary way to kind of transcend individ-
ualism. In other words, what he was really
saying is, America is a unique place where
people come together to serve a cause
greater than themselves. And I think the
patriotism of the 21st century is—can be
found when somebody goes to the center
we just came at and volunteer his or her
time, and says to a child, “T love you. What
can I do to help you to realize your
dream?” And Laura’s here to talk about
that on behalf of our country.

I'm proud of her as the First Lady. I
love her dearly as a wife. She’s a fabulous
mother. Laura Bush.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:58 p.m. at
the Community College of Allegheny Coun-
ty—Allegheny Campus. In his remarks, he
referred to Mary Joan Coultas, CDP, provin-
cial director, Sisters of Divine Providence,
Pittsburgh, PA; Bishop Donald Wuerl of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh, PA; Paul V. White-
head, chair, board of trustees, Community
College of Allegheny County; and Brian
Johnson, senior vice president for community
and student services, Community College of
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Allegheny County, and chief executive offi-
cer, Community College of Allegheny Coun-
ty—Allegheny Campus. The transcript re-

leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of the First Lady.

Statement on the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
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Thirty-five years ago, the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons en-
tered into force. Today, almost all nations
are party to the treaty. The NPT represents
a key legal barrier to nuclear weapons pro-
liferation and makes a critical contribution
to international security.

In May, the parties to the NPT will con-
vene the Seventh Review Conference of
the Treaty. In the context of this review,
I reaffirm the determination of the United
States to carry out its treaty commitments
and to work to ensure its continuance in
the interest of world peace and security.

NPT parties must take strong action to
confront the threat of noncompliance with
the NPT in order to preserve and strength-
en the treaty’s nonproliferation under-
takings. We cannot allow rogue states that
violate their commitments and defy the
international community to undermine the
NPT’s fundamental role in strengthening
international security. We must therefore
close the loopholes that allow states to
produce nuclear materials that can be used
to build bombs under the cover of civilian
nuclear programs.

For international norms to be effective,
they must be enforced. It is the charge
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
to uncover banned nuclear activity and to

Remarks on the War on Terror
March 8, 2005

Thank you all. Please be seated. It is
great to be back to this fine university.

report these violations. The IAEA safe-
guards system is therefore an important
means of detecting and preventing NPT
violations. The TAEA must have the tools
it needs to do its work, especially universal
adherence to the Additional Protocol.

The United States remains firmly com-
mitted to its obligations under the NPT.
Our record demonstrates this commitment,
including the Moscow Treaty concluded in
2002. The United States will continue to
play a leading role in strengthening the
nonproliferation regime. We have under-
taken concrete actions and made several
proposals to strengthen the NPT, the
IAEA, and the broader nonproliferation re-
gime, including launching the Proliferation
Security Initiative.

It is essential in these times of great
challenge to international security, particu-
larly when rogue states and terrorists seek
to acquire weapons of mass destruction,
that the international community work to-
gether to confront the dangers of nuclear
proliferation. I call upon all states that are
party to the treaty to act promptly and ef-
fectively to meet the challenges to the NPT
and our common security. By doing so, we
can ensure that it remains an effective in-
strument of global security.

Many great military leaders of the 20th
century, from Dwight Eisenhower to Colin
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