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and backgrounds trust the legal system. By
spreading the use of DNA analysis, we can
solve more crimes, lock up more criminals,
and prevent wrongful conviction. So I've
asked Congress for more than a billion dol-
lars over 5 years to expand this vital tech-
nology. And to help ensure that the death
penalty is applied justly, I've also requested
new funding to train prosecutors, judges,
and defense counsels in capital cases.

To maintain confidence in the legal sys-
tem, we must ensure that judges faithfully
interpret the law, not legislate from the
bench. T've a constitutional responsibility to
nominate well-qualified men and women
for the Federal courts. I have done so.
And T've benefited greatly from the sound
judgment of Attorney General Gonzales on
picking qualified people to serve on our
benches. I will continue to rely on his ad-
vice. And the United States Senate must
also live up to its constitutional responsi-
bility. Every judicial nominee deserves a
prompt hearing and an up-or-down vote on
the floor of the United States Senate.

As he embarks on all these duties, Attor-
ney General Gonzales has my complete

confidence. From his early days of selling
soda at Rice University football games to
his time in the Air Force to his distin-
guished legal career and service on the
White House staff, Al has been a model
of courage and character to his fellow citi-
zens. I've witnessed his integrity, his de-
cency, his deep dedication to the cause of
justice. Now he will advance that cause as
the Attorney General and ensure that more
Americans have the opportunity to achieve
their dreams.

Attorney ~ General—or
gratulations.

General—con-

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in
the Great Hall at the U.S. Department of
Justice. In his remarks, he referred to Kath-
leen MacLellan Gregg, wife of Senator Judd
Gregg; and Sandy Cornyn, wife of Senator
John Cornyn. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Attorney General Gonzales.
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these
remarks.

Statement on the Request for Fiscal Year 2005 Supplemental
Appropriations for Ongoing Military and Intelligence Operations and

Selected Other International Activities

February 14, 2005

With the help of the United States and
coalition partners, the Iraqi and Afghan
people have set their countries on the path
of democracy and freedom. As both nations
work to cement this great progress, our
troops and assistance will continue to play
a critical role.

The majority of this request will ensure
that our troops continue to get what they
need to protect themselves and complete
their mission. It also provides for the con-
tinued pursuit of Al Qaida and other ter-
rorist elements in Afghanistan and else-

where. And it reflects our core mission in
Iraq and Afghanistan by providing funding
to accelerate efforts to train and equip Iraqi
and Afghan forces, so they can assume
greater responsibility for their own security,
and our troops can return home with the
honor they have earned.

Other important funding in this emer-
gency request includes resources to seize
the opportunity to build peace and democ-
racy in the Middle East, to continue help-
ing nations affected by the tsunamis, and
to address other unforeseen needs.
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I urge the Congress to move quickly so
our troops and diplomats have the tools
they need to succeed.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Fiscal Year 2005 Supplemental Appropriations for Ongoing
Military and Intelligence Operations and Selected Other International

Activities

February 14, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Today, I am submitting a request for fis-
cal year 2005 supplemental appropriations
of $81.9 billion for ongoing military and
intelligence operations in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring
Freedom, and selected other international
activities, including tsunami relief and re-
construction. This request reflects urgent
and essential requirements. I ask the Con-
gress to appropriate the funds as requested
and promptly send the bill to me for signa-
ture.

These funds will support U.S. Armed
Forces and Coalition partners as we ad-
vance democracy, fight the insurgency, and
train and equip Iraqi security forces so that
they can defend their sovereignty and free-
dom. In Afghanistan, our Armed Forces
continue to track down terrorists, help the
Afghan people rebuild their country, and
train and equip Afghan security forces so
that Afghanistan, too, may continue to take
control of its democratic future.

My request will provide funds needed
to repair, refurbish, and procure equipment
needed by the Armed Forces to win the
War on Terror. In addition, this request
will fund the Army’s Modularity plan to
restructure three brigades deploying to
Iraq.

Finally, this request will assist the Pal-
estinians as they build a democratic state,
will provide relief for the humanitarian cri-
sis in Darfur, and will support relief, reha-
bilitation, and reconstruction efforts in
countries devastated by the recent Indian
Ocean tsunami.

I hereby designate the specific proposals
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. 1 urge the Congress
not to attach to this proposal items that
are not directly related to these emer-
gencies abroad. The details of the request
are set forth in the enclosed letter from
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BuUsH

Remarks in a Discussion on Strengthening Social Security in Portsmouth,

New Hampshire
February 16, 2005

The President. Thanks for coming. Hi,
John. It's nice to be back with friends.
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Thank you all for being here. We're here
to talk about a vital issue, and that is Social
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