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set out in the Trade Act of 2002. Central 
America and the Dominican Republic con-
stitute our second largest export market in 
Latin America and our tenth largest export 
market in the world. The Agreement will 
create significant new opportunities for 
American workers, farmers, ranchers, and 
businesses by opening new markets and 
eliminating barriers. United States agricul-
tural exports will obtain better access to 
the millions of consumers in Central Amer-
ica and the Dominican Republic. 

Under the Agreement, tariffs on approxi-
mately 80 percent of U.S. exports will be 
eliminated immediately. The Agreement 
will help to level the playing field because 
about 80 percent of Central America’s im-
ports already enjoy duty-free access to our 
market. By providing for the effective en-
forcement of labor and environmental laws, 
combined with strong remedies for non-

compliance, the Agreement will contribute 
to improved worker rights and high levels 
of environmental protection in Central 
America and the Dominican Republic. 

By supporting this Agreement, the 
United States can stand with those in the 
region who stand for democracy and free-
dom, who are fighting corruption and 
crime, and who support the rule of law. 
A stable, democratic, and growing Central 
America and Dominican Republic strength-
ens the United States economically and 
provides greater security for our citizens. 

The Agreement is in our national inter-
est, and I urge the Congress to approve 
it expeditiously. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 23, 2005. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to the Western Balkans 
June 23, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the Western Balkans emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond June 26, 
2005. The most recent notice continuing 
this emergency was published in the Fed-
eral Register on June 25, 2004, 69 FR 
36005. 

The crisis constituted by the actions of 
persons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring, 

or supporting (i) extremist violence in the 
Republic of Macedonia, and elsewhere in 
the Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts ob-
structing implementation of the Dayton Ac-
cords in Bosnia or United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, 
in Kosovo, that led to the declaration of 
a national emergency on June 26, 2001, 
has not been resolved. Subsequent to the 
declaration of the national emergency, I 
amended Executive Order 13219 in Execu-
tive Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, to ad-
dress acts obstructing implementation of 
the Ohrid Framework Agreement of 2001 
in the Republic of Macedonia, which have 
also become a concern. The acts of extrem-
ist violence and obstructionist activity out-
lined in Executive Order 13219, as amend-
ed, are hostile to U.S. interests and pose 
a continuing unusual and extraordinary 
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* White House correction. 

threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue the national emergency de-
clared with respect to the Western Balkans 
and maintain in force the comprehensive 
sanctions to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 23, 2005. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jafari of 
Iraq 
June 24, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Prime Minister, I am honored to wel-
come you to the White House. As the lead-
er of Iraq’s first democratically elected 
Government in more than 50 years, you 
are helping to lift your country from dec-
ades of fear and oppression. 

The Prime Minister is a great Iraqi pa-
triot. He’s a friend of liberty. He’s a strong 
partner for peace and freedom. For more 
than two decades, he served the cause of 
Iraqi freedom in exile as a fierce opponent 
of Saddam Hussein’s tyranny. Today, this 
medical doctor now serves his people as 
he works to build a new Iraq. 

I told the Prime Minister that the Amer-
ican people share his democratic vision for 
Iraq. I told him of our Nation’s deep and 
abiding respect for Islam, for the people 
of Iraq, and for the potential of the nation 
that now belongs to them. 

Today we meet at a critical moment in 
the history of this proud nation. In just 
a few days, we will mark the first anniver-
sary of the return of Iraq to its people. 
In the year since then, the Iraqis can take 
credit from [for] * some extraordinary 
achievements in the face of tremendous 
challenge. 

Seven months after resuming sovereignty 
over their nation, the Iraqi people defied 

the car bombers and assassins to hold their 
first free elections in a half century. In 
April, the newly elected Transitional Na-
tional Assembly formed a Government and 
appointed Dr. Jafari as the Prime Minister. 
This month, after a spirited debate, the 
Iraqis reached an agreement to expand 
their constitutional drafting committee to 
include more Sunni Arabs, so that this im-
portant community also has a strong voice 
in shaping the future of their country. 

The Prime Minister and I discussed the 
important work the Iraqis have before them 
in the months ahead. This work includes 
drafting a permanent constitution for a free 
Iraq, submitting it to the Iraqi people for 
approval, and then holding new elections 
to choose a constitutional Government. 
These are monumental tasks, yet at every 
step of the way so far, the Iraqi people 
have met their strategic objectives, and the 
terrorists have failed to stop them. I com-
mend the Prime Minister and his fellow 
Iraqis for their hard work and courage. And 
I’m confident that the Iraqi people will 
continue to defy the skeptics as they as-
sume greater responsibility for their secu-
rity and build a new Iraq that represents 
their diversity. 

The way ahead is not going to be easy. 
The killings and roadside bombings that we 
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