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Message to the Senate Transmitting the 1995 Revision of the Radio 
Regulations, With Appendices 
December 7, 2004 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the 1995 Revision of the 
Radio Regulations, with appendices, signed 
by the United States at Geneva on Novem-
ber 17, 1995 (the ‘‘1995 Revision’’), to-
gether with declarations and reservations of 
the United States as contained in the Final 
Acts of the World Radiocommunication 
Conference (WRC–95). I transmit also, for 
the information of the Senate, the report 
of the Department of State concerning 
these revisions. 

The 1995 Revision, which was adopted 
at WRC–95, constitutes a revision of the 
International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) Radio Regulations, to which the 
United States is a party. It provides for 
the simplification of the Radio Regulations, 
the introduction of new global mobile-sat-
ellite services, and new regulatory provi-

sions both for non-geostationary satellites 
operating in the same frequency bands as 
geostationary satellites and for other new 
space services that share spectrum with the 
space research and terrestrial services. 

Subject to the U.S. declarations and res-
ervations mentioned above, I believe the 
United States should become a party to 
the 1995 Revision, which will facilitate the 
development of mobile-satellite and non- 
geostationary satellite orbit communication 
services by U.S. Government and industry. 
It is my hope that the Senate will take 
early action on this matter and give its ad-
vice and consent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
December 7, 2004. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 8. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of the ‘‘Intelligence Reform and 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004’’ 
December 8, 2004 

I commend the Congress for passing his-
toric legislation that will better protect the 
American people and help defend against 
ongoing terrorist threats. 

We already have taken numerous steps 
to improve our intelligence capabilities, and 
the ‘‘Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act of 2004’’ further strengthens 
intelligence gathering and operations. The 
legislation includes important reforms, such 
as creating a strong Director of National 
Intelligence with full budget authority to 
integrate and manage the foreign and do-
mestic activities of the intelligence commu-

nity. In addition, the law will further en-
hance the National Counterterrorism Cen-
ter, established earlier this year and tasked 
with ensuring a unified effort across the 
Government for counterterrorism activities. 
It will also preserve the chain of command 
in our Cabinet departments and agencies 
and the military by respecting the clear 
lines of authority within the executive 
branch.

We remain a nation at war, and intel-
ligence is our first line of defense against 
the terrorists who seek to do us harm. I 
am pleased the measure also contains many 
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critical law enforcement tools that I have 
called for that will help make America 
more secure. I look forward to signing this 
landmark piece of legislation into law. 

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2845. 

Statement on the Resignation of Anthony J. Principi as Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs 
December 8, 2004 

As a valuable member of my Cabinet, 
Tony Principi has served as a tireless advo-
cate for 25 million veterans. He has insisted 
on results, and he has gotten results. Under 
Tony’s leadership, we have honored our 
veterans for their service and sacrifice by 
increasing and improving health care serv-
ices, working to eliminate the waiting list 
for medical care, and cutting the disability 
claims backlog. I appreciate his efforts to 
improve access to health care for low-in-
come veterans and those with service-re-
lated disabilities. As we fight the war on 

terror, Tony has played a vital role in help-
ing to streamline the transition from mili-
tary to civilian status for our newest vet-
erans.

I thank Tony for serving our veterans 
and our country with integrity and dignity. 
He is a good man and a good friend. I 
am grateful to Tony, Liz, and the entire 
Principi family. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
made available Secretary Principi’s letter of 
resignation.

Statement on Signing the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 
December 8, 2004 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4818, 
the ‘‘Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2005’’ (CAA). The CAA, consisting of elev-
en Divisions, consolidates into a single Act 
several appropriations bills that the Con-
gress normally passes separately each year 
to fund the operations of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and also several bills that are not 
normally part of an appropriations bill. 

Many provisions of the CAA are incon-
sistent with the constitutional authority of 
the President to conduct foreign affairs, 
command the Armed Forces, protect sen-
sitive information, supervise the unitary ex-
ecutive branch, make appointments, and 
make recommendations to the Congress. 
Many other provisions unconstitutionally 

condition execution of the laws by the exec-
utive branch upon approval by congres-
sional committees. 

The executive branch shall construe as 
advisory provisions of the CAA that purport 
to direct or burden the Executive’s conduct 
of foreign relations or to limit the Presi-
dent’s authority as Commander in Chief. 
Such provisions include: in the Commerce- 
Justice-State Appropriations Act, sections 
406, 611, 609, 627, and the provision re-
garding voting in the United Nations Secu-
rity Council under the heading ‘‘Contribu-
tions for International Peacekeeping Activi-
ties’’; in the Foreign Operations Appropria-
tions Act, sections 506, 514, 531, 547, 561, 
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