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progress toward a strong new law. Provi-
sions have been included to strengthen our
ability to arrest those who aid and train
terrorists, to hold dangerous terrorists who
are awaiting trial, and to prosecute those
who seek to acquire weapons of mass de-
struction.

The most important provisions of any
new bill must create a strong, focused new
management structure for our intelligence
services and break down the remaining
walls that prevent the timely sharing of vital
threat information among Federal agencies
and with relevant State, local, and private
sector personnel. Our intelligence efforts
need a Director of National Intelligence
who will oversee all of the foreign and do-
mestic activities of the intelligence commu-
nity. The legislation I support preserves the
existing chain of command and leaves
America’s 15 intelligence agencies, organi-
zations, and offices in their current Depart-
ments. Yet the Director of National Intel-
ligence will oversee all of America’s intel-
ligence efforts to help ensure that our Gov-
ernment can find and stop terrorists before
they strike. To be effective, this position
must have full budget authority over our
intelligence agencies. The many elements
of our intelligence community must func-
tion seamlessly, with an overriding mission

to protect America from attack by terrorists
or outlaw regimes.

I will continue to work with the Congress
to reach an agreement on this intelligence
bill. T urge Members of Congress to act
next week so I can sign these needed re-
forms into law.

We have made great progress against the
terrorists who seek to harm our Nation.
We are safer, but we are not yet safe. The
enemy is still plotting, and America must
respond with urgency. We must do every-
thing necessary to confront and defeat the
terrorist threat, and that includes intel-
ligence reform. By remaining focused and
determined in these efforts, we will
strengthen the safety of our citizens and
defend our Nation from harm.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on December 3 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
December 4. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 3 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to the National Commission on
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States
(9/11 Commission). The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on Signing the Miscellaneous Trade and Technical Corrections

Act of 2004
December 3, 2004

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 1047,
the “Miscellaneous Trade and Technical
Corrections Act of 2004.” The Act modifies
temporarily certain rates of duty under the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States and makes other amendments to
U.S. trade laws.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 1560(b) of the Act, relating to inter-

action between the Bureau of Customs and
Border Protection of the Department of
Homeland Security and the Government of
Canada, in a manner consistent with the
President’s constitutional authority to con-
duct the Nation’s foreign affairs and to su-
pervise the unitary executive branch.

As is consistent with the Appointments
Clause of the Constitution, the executive
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branch shall construe section 401(I) of the
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended by sub-
section 1561(a) of the Act, not to authorize
the exercise of significant U.S. Govern-
mental authority by foreign law enforce-
ment officers.

Section 629(e) of the Tariff Act of 1930,
as enacted by section 1561(b) of the Act,
provides that any foreign customs or agri-
culture inspection official stationed in the
United States under section 629(e) may ex-
ercise such functions, perform such duties,
and enjoy such privileges and immunities
as U.S. officials may be authorized to per-
form or are afforded in that foreign country
by treaty, agreement, or law. The executive
branch shall construe section 629(e) to au-
thorize the executive branch to allow the
specified foreign government officials to
perform functions of such foreign govern-
ment inside the United States on the same
basis as the specified U.S. Government offi-
cials may perform their U.S. Government
functions in that foreign country and, as
is consistent with the Appointments Clause
of the Constitution, shall not construe the

provision to authorize the exercise of sig-
nificant U.S. Governmental authority by
foreign officials.

The executive branch shall construe the
repeal, in section 1561(c) of the Act, of
section 127 of the Treasury and General
Government Appropriations Act, 2003, as
contained in the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2003 (Public Law 108-7), as re-
pealing the amendments that were made
to title 19 of the United States Code by
section 127. Such a construction of section
1561(c) is consistent with the text and
structure of amendments to title 19 made
by section 1561.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
December 3, 2004.

Note: H.R. 1047, approved December 3,
was assigned Public Law No. 108—429. This
statement was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on December 6. An original
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this statement.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Ghazi al-Ujayl al-Yawr of
the Iraqgi Interim Government and an Exchange With Reporters

December 6, 2004

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome
to the Oval Office. Last time we met was
in Georgia, and now you're here in Wash-
ington, DC. I'm really honored you're here.

First, I want to thank you for your cour-
age and your vision for a united and free
Iraq. The President and I just had a great
conversation about the future of Iraq. He
can speak for himself, but I came away
that I'm talking to a man who has got great
confidence in the Iraqi people’s capacity
to self-govern and a great belief in the fact
that it’s going to happen.

We talked about a variety of issues. We
talked about how the United States can
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continue to stand with those who believe
in democracy. We talked about the security
situation. We talked about the election
process. And I assured the President that
my comments about the need to have elec-
tions was real and genuine. I believe it’s
necessary for the Iragi people to vote on
January the 30th because it provides an
opportunity for people to participate in de-
mocracy. It1l send the clear message to
the few people in Iraq that are trying to
stop the march toward democracy that they
cannot stop elections. It will give the Iraqi
people a chance to become invested in the
future of that vital country.
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